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America 250: What's the Big Deal?

Lincoln County’s 250 year Revolutionary legacy

Being immersed daily in Lincoln County’s rich
history, we have been hearing, “America 250 is
coming!” for more than two years now and getting
our ducks in a row for a grand celebration. That’s
why I was surprised when someone recently asked
me, “What is all this America 250 stuff? What
does it all mean?”

Maybe you’ve been wondering, too!

If you were around in 1976, you probably took
part in the celebration surrounding the Bicenten-
nial, or the official marking of 200 years of free-
dom. America 250 is just an easier-to-say name
being used for the United States Semiquincenten-
nial, or the anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence 250 years ago this year.

For those of us at the LCHA, July 4, 2026 marks
the official beginning of America 250, but it’s only
the start of the celebration.

You know from your history books that the
signing of the Declaration of Independence from
British tyranny was only the start of the Revolu-
tionary War, which actually ended when General
Benjamin Lincoln (Lincoln County’s namesake)
accepted the sword of surrender from British Gen-
eral Charles O’'Hara in 1783. The journey toward
freedom is an opportunity to pause and reflect on
our nation’s past, honoring the contributions of all
Americans, and look ahead to the future we want
to create for the next generations

A great deal happened between 1776 and 1783,
and some of it took place in Lincoln County. The
fields of Ramsour’s Mill, the banks of the Catawba
River, and the stories of those who are buried here
remind us that liberty was secured not only in the
halls of Philadelphia but in small communities
where ordinary people made extrordinary deci-
sions.
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LEARN MORE AT AMERICA250.NC.GOV

The Signing of the Tryon Resolves -
August 14, 1775

To begin, the Tryon Resolves, signed on August
14, 1775 by 49 courageous members of the Tryon
County Committee of Safety, outlined our very
own ancestors’ grievances against the crown. It
predates the Declaration of Independence by 11
months. (Tryon County became Lincoln County
in 1779.) If you grew up in this region, it could be
that you are related to one or more of these brave
men.

The signers pledged to take up arms and risk
their lives and fortunes to defend their rights and
freedoms and, if necesssary, aligning themselves

— Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association

B. Devine

First a little bit about myself. I am Blair Devine. I was born and raised in Lincoln
County (Pumpkin Center). I spent 80 years on the farm my grandfather bought in
1939. The property was part of the Land Grant of Casper Keener 1700s.

In 2019 during Covid, my wife Judy and I moved to Covington, Georgia, to be
near our son in Atlanta. We live in Georgia but our hearts will always be Tarheel.

Judy and I loved entering the Flo Robinson poetry competitions. I entered the
photo competition several times and I had many articles in the 1997 Lincoln County
Heritage book. So we are Lincoln County all the way.

About 20 years ago, I read an article about the home place of Casper Keener,
German pioneer of Lincoln County. Little did I know the hours of my life that would
be spent studying this person to whom I had no family ties but who just happened to
once owned the land I lived on.

At one time I had accumulated more than 50 deeds of Keener land. I drew plats
of the deeds of the properties willed from John (Casper’s grandson) to his children.

A couple of years later while working on this I noticed these plats fit together and
covered the original Grant. It also covers present land from McCorkle Road to Ivey
Church Road on Hwy. 150. Also at that time you could overlay this on a print out of
the Lincoln County Tax Map and see the remains of many of the old lines.

I also had an interest in my community, Pumpkin Center, so I did a short history
of it. In 2015 I was in too deep to stop so I worked up a map of Pumpkin Center with
people who lived there in the first half of the 1900s. I personally knew most of them.

I have written all of this to get to the object of this letter.

All of the material is of no interest to anyone in Covington, Georgia, but may be of
some interest at some time to someone back in Lincoln County.

Would there be a place I could send copies of my material so that it would get read
by someone doing research on it? Some of this is 20 or more years old and stored on
an old disc, but I can find most if needed.

So if you are interested, let me know and I will get it together.

LCHA president Steve Bailey responds: That’s a great deal of hard work and
we would love to have copies of your materials on Lincoln County and the Casper
Keener land grant. We have many researchers who would benefit from all the
information you described in your letter. You can email copies to this address, or
mail materials to us at 403 E. Main Street, Lincolnton, NC 28092. Thank you so
much for thinking of us.

AMERICA

Teachers: An “America 250 in Lincoln

County” student guide can be found on
our website, LincolnCountyHistory.com
under the Resources tab. Check it out!
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Commemorating Courage. Celebrating Community.

Mark your Calendar and Purchase
Your Tickets — Business Sponsorship
Opportunities

Here’s an opportunity to show your support for the
local historical community while celebrating this once-in-a
generation America 250 event, a signature colonial or black-
tie optional gala honoring the 250th anniversary of the
United States of America. The Ball will be held at the Crowe
Mansion on Saturday, June 27.

This elegant evening will feature music, fine dining,

a patriotic program, and special awards supporting the
historical associations of Lincoln County and Catawba
Counties.

Tickets are $125 per person and available on Eventeny and
via a link on the LCHA event website.

If you own a business, we invite you to partner with us as a
sponsor. Sponsorship offers meaningful community visibility
while demonstrating your commitment to preserving local
heritage and strengthening civic pride.

Other ways to support the event are by donating an item or
an experience to the silent auction, donating bottles of wine
for our “wine pull” activity, underwriting the entertainment,
catering, or decor, or by making a direct donation.

To learn more about sponsorship opportunities
and tickets, contact Carole Howell at 828-777-8707 or
LincolnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.com.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Steve and Jeannie Bailey
Bill Beam
Margaret Laniz Birke
Robert C. Carpenter
Len Clemmer
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Gary & Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
Howard Construction Company
Kay Johnson Mann
Bud & Deanie Michael
Rebecca Punch
Marshall Ramsey
George & Doris Reynolds
David & Frances Rhyne
Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and
share our rich Lincoln County. Besides events,
speakers, educational workshops, exhibits, and a
research library, we reach out to members six times
each year via newsletter. As we begin publication
of a seventh year of The Historian, we urge you to
support us with one-year newsletter sponsorship
of $100. Simply note on your donation that youd
like for your gift to be in support of the newsletter.
We urge both individuals and businesses to be part
of this outreach, which we distribute to members
by mail and to the public via the Lincoln County
Library’s Lincoln County Room and the Lincoln
County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help to provide complimentary
subscriptions to Lincoln County educators, opinion
leaders, and Leadership Lincoln participants. If you
appreciate our newsletter, please consider becoming
a sponsor.

Need to catch up?
Back issues of The Historian
dating back to January 2020 are
available on our website under
Resources, Past Newsletters, at
LincolnCountyHistory.com.
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LCHA Updates

LCHA Annual Meeting June 25

We are pleased to welcome all members and the
general public to our annual LCHA Membership
meeting on June 25, 7 p.m. at the Lincoln Cultural
Center Reception Hall.

Following a brief business
meeting, let’s get ready to get
spooky! Our special guest will be
Liz Z. Pardue, an award-winning
storyteller, writer, and director
from North Carolina with a
penchant for shining a light
in dark spaces. The founder of
Sisterhood of Spirits, LLC, Liz
operates ghost tours and spooky
historical theatrical productions
from her home in Fuquay-Varina, the most haunted
small town in the South. When she’s not telling stories
for social media, she’s writing books and performing
across the South, touring the Old North State with her
“Keep NC Weird” and “Tarheel Terrors” series. Liz will
be selling books after her performance.

The meeting is open to all. Refreshments will be
served.

Left front and around the table are Jeannie Bailey, Sara Sain,

Lesly Cortes, Laura Gregory, Bill Howell, Carole Howell, Gaye
Howard, Tom Howard, Bill Beam and LCHA president Steve
Bailey.

HEARTS United Gala Benefits

Brevard’s Chapel
Several LCHA board members and guests enjoyed

the HEART'S United benefit for Brevard's Chapel on
March 28 at Machpelah Church.

Brevard’s Chapel is more than a historic structure.
It represents the determination of formerly enslaved
individuals who built this sacred space for worship,
gathering, and community at a pivotal moment in
American history. Preserving the chapel ensures this
legacy remains visible, honored, and accessible. The

LCHA supports this initiative.

You can still support the preservation work at
Brevard’s Chapel by giving to the Brevard’s Chapel
Capital Campaign at https://heartscollaborative.org/
brevards-chapel-capital-campaign.

Mundy House Donations

Thank you all who donated these past months toward
the cost of a new HVAC system for Mundy House in
Denver. Donation are still being accepted and are much
needed. If you would like to give, send your check to the
Lincoln County Historical Association and note Mundy
House on your donation.

Encyclopedias Added to Collection

Thanks to the generosr[y of Rev. Don and Jan
Campbell, we now
have a full set of 1897
revision Columbian
Cylopedias for the
Doctors’ House plus
yearbooks dating
back to the 1830s.
Rev. Campbell tells
us that he received
the books from his
grandmother in
1959. Fascinating
reading! Thank you
for thinking of us.

Recent Accessions
« 2026.007: Books and maps given by Patsy Bianchi.

* 2026.008: Two Western Union telegrams between
Lineberger Brothers in Lincolnton and Merritt Cotton
Company in New Orleans; postcard addressed to Geor-
gia Wood. Given by John and Debra Mauney.

* 2026.009: Three Chattel Mortgage papers from Isaac
Dellinger to A.C. Dellinger; given in memory of Cyn-
thia Campbell Houser and family. Given by the Robert
Houser.

« 2026.010: Book, Haven on the Hill: A History of North
Carolina’s Dorothea Dix Hospital by Marjorie O'Rorke;
folder of newspaper articles about the South Mountains
and its communities titled “Keepsake Newspaper Arti-
cles”, by BB&T, Fallston Branch Office Given by Christo-
pher Boyles.

- more on page 6



Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar

Saturday, June 13  Wreathlaying Ceremony at the Mass Grave

10 a.m. Bring a chair and join the Catawba Valley Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution and the Jacob Forney Chapter of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution and guests for the annual wreathlaying at the mass grave. Jeb
Seagle Drive across from the LHS football stadium and near the entrance to
Battleground School.

June 20 and 21 2026 Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend

Starts at 10 a.m. The Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend commemorates the June 20, 1780 Battle of
each day Ramsour’s Mill, when Whigs met Tories on a hillside just outside the little town of Lincolnton. Explore

a Revolutionary War encampment, demonstrations, vendors, hearth cooking demonstrations by the
Lincoln County Hearth Cooks, battlefield tours. All activities located in and around the Christian
Reinhardt cabin on Jeb Seagle Drive near the Lincolnton High School stadium. Free and open to the
public. Hosted by the Lincoln County Historical Association. A detailed schedule is available from the
home page at LincolnCountyHistory.com.

The keynote speaker on Saturday will be author Michael Hardy who will be on hand with his 2026 re-
lease from The History Press, Western North Carolina, Eastern Tennessee, and the American Revolution.
This book traces the Revolutionary War as it affected the mountain regions.

Annual LCHA Membership Meeting

Brief business meeting followed by storyteller Liz Z. Pardue. Reception Hall of the Lincoln Cultural
Center. Not just for members - all are welcome to attend. Refreshments.

Liberty Ball Benefit at Beautiful Crowe Mansion

What you've been waiting for months to attend! Tickets for this gala evening are $125 per person and
available at Eventeny.com or via LincolnCountyHistory.com. Silent auction, wine pull, cash bar, gour-
met foods, dancing to the 70s and 80s favorites. Colonial dress optional. Benefits the historical associa-
tions of Lincoln and Catawba Counties. Questions? Call 828-777-8707.

Chipping Away — Embedded in a brick
retaining wall behind a house on Oak Street
was the cornerstone of the 1853 red court-
8 house. How it came to rest in that wall, we're §

| not quite sure, but thanks to homeowners

| Steve Ford and Susan Henthorn, the LCHA
received permission to retrieve the stone,
replacing it with a brand new one the same
size and shape. The original cornerstone is

| now safely preserved as part of our collec-
tion and will probably be part of a future
exhibit on Lincoln County’s past 250 years.
Thank you to LCHA board members Tom
Howard and Bill Beam for seeing the project
through.




= LCHA Updates, continued

]

=== ¢ 2026.011: Photocopies of 2 pages from North State
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Hotel guest ledger, one containing Thomas Edison’s

signature; newspaper article titled “Lincolnton Revisited:

80 Years Later”; The State magazine from April 30, 1960
with Ingleside on the cover; genealogical information on
the Hoyle family. Given by Bo and Carol King.

¢ 2026.012: Lula Bay Hager Dellinger’s birth certificate;
Bertha Elane Dellinger’s birth certificate; tax receipts
from Earl Dellinger and Sallie Dellinger; newspaper
article on the death of Mrs. Alfred Nixon (Iola J. Nix-
on); deeds and documents regarding land for J. Earl
Dellinger; summons for Avery Aiken to Earl Dellinger.
Given by Ann Kitts.

¢ 2026.013: Miscellaneous Civil War era memorabilia;
framed pictures; rifle, and documents. Given by Robin
W. Johnson.

* 2026.014: Army memorabilia belonging to Olin Cun-
ningham, including a flag, military certificates, mili-
tary yearbook, photos, his Purple Heart, and personal
belongings; framed picture of two houses and store in
Goodsonville, on present-day Buffalo Shoals Rd. Given
by Suzette Holbrooks.

New and Renewed Memberships
Tracy Barger

Margaret Lantz Birke

Robert & Sandra Bisanar

Jean Cherry

Shelly Roper Early

Dave & Linda Edwards

Ida-Monetta Duckworth

Angie Horne

Robin Johnson
Fielding Gallivan

Lee Killian

Wayne Ramsey Premo
Mona Ramsey

Celia Smith

Crystal Rudisill
Rosalind Welder

Thank you, Donors!

The LCHA relies greatly on the generosity of donors
to support our collection and our ability to serve you.
Please consider a tax-deductible gift toward our mis-
sion to collect, preserve, and share Lincoln County’s
rich history.

Patron Level
Debra S. Lail

Contributor Level
Robert & Sandra Bisanar
Jean Cherry in Memory of Dorothy Nell Bass
Ida-Monetta Duckworth in memory of Sandi Korene
Duckworth Byrd
Wayne Ramsey Premo in memory of the
Ramsey Family of Lincolnton
Fielding Gallivan
Robert Thornton for Plonk Family Cemetery
Celia L. Smith in memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Leatherman
Rosalind N. Welder

Forney Portraits Come Home — The LCHA is thrilled to
have the portraits of Jacob Forney and his wife, Sarah Hoke,
back in our collection. For the past months, these original
oil paintings have been under the care of Elizabeth Sanchez
of Painting Conservation of Asheville getting professional-
ly cleaned and repaired. They look freshly painted and are
currently on display in our museum at the Lincoln Cultural
Center.

For those who are wondering, Jacob Forney was raised
at Mt. Welcome, the grandson of Jacob and Mariah Forney
(son of Peter). Five of their sons were in the Confederate
Army: General John Horace Forney, General William H.
Forney, Major Daniel Peter Forney, Pvt. Joseph Bartlett For-
ney, and Lt. George Hoke Forney. Lt. George Forney died
during the war in Virginia in 1864.

Pictured are LCHA board member Matt Boles, who over-
saw the project (left), and LCHA board member, Bill Beam.




with the growing movement for American liberty.

In 1780 and 1781, what was then Tryon County, now
largely Lincoln County, became a crossroads of the South-
ern Campaign. Neighbors chose sides, families divided,
and ordinary citizens began to shape the outcome of the
American Revolution.

The Battle of Ramsour’s Mill - June 20, 1780

The Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, fought in what is pres-
ent-day Lincolnton, was not a battle of professional armies.
It was militia against militia.

Loyalist (Tory) militia had gathered to organize and
await British support. Patriot (Whig) militia attacked
before that support could arrive. Many men on both sides
knew one another. The fighting was fierce, close-quarters,
and chaotic. Although Loyalist forces initially drove back
Patriot forces, Patriot reinforcements rallied and ultimately
won.

At the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, most of the men on both
sides were local militia, not regular troops, and they wore
civilian clothing and fought with whatever weapons they
had on hand. To help tell each other apart, Patriots pinned
bits of white paper or cloth in their hatbands as a badge
of allegiance. Loyalists stuck green pine twigs or sprigs in
their hats.

This system was imperfect, and caused additional
danger. The white paper worn by the Patriots made an
obvious target, and after the battle, many fallen Patriots
were reported to have head wounds consistent with enemy
marksmen aiming for the paper badge. In all of the chaos,
twigs and paper could fall off, be discarded, or be removed,
making it hard to tell who was who.

Because of these challenges and the absence of uniforms,
many combatants were identified only after the battle based
on where bodies were found or by recognition from neigh-
bors and family. A mass grave on the site of Battleground
Elementary School marks the spot where some 70 uniden-
tified from both sides were laid to rest. Several other fallen
soldiers’ graves can be found in the same area.

This year, the 246th anniversary of the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill will be observed on June 20 and 21 with a
tull weekend of living history displays and demonstrations
at Battleground Park. (See Upcoming Events on page 5)

The Battle of King’s Mountain -

October 7, 1780

Though fought just across the border in South Caroli-
na, the Battle of King’s Mountain was deeply connected to
Tryon County and the surrounding frontier.

Frontier militia known as the Overmountain Men, in-
cluding men from this region, marched to confront Loy-
alist Major Patrick Ferguson. In a decisive Patriot victory,
Ferguson was killed and his force defeated.

King’s Mountain marked a turning point in the South-
ern Campaign, proving that Loyalist local militia could
defeat organized Loyalist forces, shifting momentum in
favor of the Patriot cause.

The Burning of Cornwallis’ Baggage -
January, 1781

During the Southern Campaign of the Revolutionary
War, British General Lord Charles Cornwallis was pursuing
Continental Army forces under Major General Nathanael
Greene after the decisive Battle of Cowpens. Cornwallis
intended to catch Morgan’s army and its British prisoners,
but poor roads, cold, wet weather, and slow travel made h,is
army’s heavy wagons, supplies, and baggage train a serious
hindrance to rapid movement.

To speed up the pursuit, Cornwallis ordered his troops
to destroy much of their baggage and wagons by fire near
Ramsour’s Mill. Contemporary accounts describe how
officers’ wagons, hospital wagons, and provisions were
burned, often with an extra ration of rum given out before
the destruction so that the army could move faster.

This event is part of the larger British pursuit of Greene’s
forces across North Carolina. The Lincoln County Histor-
ical Association commemorates this historic milestone at
Battleground Park each year in late January.

The Battle of Cowan’s Ford -
February 1, 1781

As General Lord Charles Cornwallis pushed northward,
Patriot forces attempted to block his crossing at the Cataw-
ba River during the Battle of Cowan’s Ford.

General William Lee Davidson was killed while direct-
ing his men. Though the British forced the crossing, the re-
sistance delayed Cornwallis and allowed Patriot forces time
to regroup. That delay contributed to the chain of events
that would eventually lead to Yorktown.

The Fight for Independence Happened Here

The story of Americas independence is incomplete with-
out the Southern backcountry. In Lincoln County, farmers
became soldiers, rivers became battle lines, communities
wrestled with divided loyalties, and sacrifice was local and
deeply personal.

America 250 is more than a national commemoration.
It’s an invitation to remember, to reflect, and to teach the
next generation that the fight for independence was not
distant. It happened here.

Source: Celebrating America 250: A Message from the Lin-
coln County Historical Association (A Guide for Teachers).
LincolnCountyHistory.com
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's so much more to learn! Find The Lincoln County Historical
Association on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LIN COLN O Family | $35 [] Benefactor | $500 O Corporate |
C OU N TY D Contributor | $100 D Sustainer | $1,000 D Other|__
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




