
     Pris Mauney never set out to make history in 
Lincolnton – but by the time her remarkable life 
unfolded, she had quietly done exactly that. A 
self-described “self-made” businesswoman, Pris 
built a career defined by bold decisions, 
hard work, and an instinct for oppor-
tunity. From welding aircraft during 
World War II to opening a rest home, 
starting a women’s fitness salon, 
buying a hospital at auction, and lat-
er becoming a successful real estate 
broker, she repeatedly stepped into 
roles few women occupied at the 
time. Along the way she created 
businesses, broke barriers, and left an 
enduring mark on the community she 
called home.	
     “I’m kind of self made when it comes to 
business, and I’m sure I got that from my 
mama,” said Mary Ruth “Pris” Mauney, 
who during her time set a number of 
business firsts in Lincolnton.
     Pris was the third child born to 
John Henderson Weaver and Mary 
Isabelle Warlick Weaver. She started 
out at Eagles Five and Dime at the 
age of 16 but she said that her first 
real job was working at Central 
Cafe for 30 cents an hour plus tips. 
In 1941, at the age of 19, she married 
Ralph Mauney and soon followed him 
to the shipyards in Baltimore where she 
worked first as a waitress and eventually found 
work as a welder at the Martin aircraft plant.
     “I didn’t know anything about welding, but I 
bluffed my way through and told them I was ex-
perienced. They really needed workers because all 
the men were off at war,” she said. 

     By that time, Ralph had enlisted in the Army 
and was transferred to California. Pris returned to 
Lincolnton where she worked and saved money 
for a train ride to San Diego. There she worked as 

a jewelry engraver at a Kress Five and Dime. 
     “That old engraving machine jumped 

and jerked all over the place, and I 
guess I ruined quite a few pieces, but I 
call that my second challenge after the 
welding,” she said. “ This has really 
been the story of my life. I like a chal-
lenge and I’ll take one on anytime.”
     Ralph was moved to San Berna-
dino, and Pris followed. There she 

worked for the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railroad as a file clerk until 

Ralph was shipped to Charleston, SC. That 
lasted six or eight months until Ralph was 

discharged and they returned to Lincolnton 
and bought a small house. 

     “You know, a great motivation to 
work is to borrow money from a 
bank,” said Pris, who soon had a job 
working for Carter and Company In-
surance over the Costner Drug Store 
assisting a man named Mr. McQuinn. 
She declared that working with Mr. 

McQuinn gave her confidence. 
     “If I’ve had any success, it’s because 

of Mr. McQuinn. He would tell me what 
he wanted done and instead of standing over 

me, he let me run the office taking money and 
writing policies. Managing that office was pretty 
good experience for me, and it definitely helped 
me when I got into real estate.”
     At the time, she had no idea about a future in 
real estate. She sold insurance and worked for Bill 
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L. Bowling	
	 I’m researching my Wilkinson/Linebarger line. Nancy Wilkinson is my 4th Great 
Grandmother. I believe her father is William and his father is James, who was a Pa-
triot in the Revolutionary War. I’m trying to get together documents to prove lineage 
for a DAR application. He does already have an application on file with the DAR but 
I’m trying to find as much information as I can. Any information will be appreciated 
and I don’t mind making a trip if you have anything on this line. 

	 We do have several books with information on the Wilkinson family and Line-
barger/Lineberger family. There are some records in our archives as well that may 
be helpful. You can come anytime (no appointment needed) but if you let us know 
when you’re coming, we can pull the materials and have them ready for you. We’re 
open Thursday from 1 - 5, Friday from 1 - 4 and Saturday from 10 - 4.

Jim Mundy	
	 My father’s banner from his service in WWII hangs on Main Street. His name 
was James Rufus Mundy. My grandfather (whom I’m named after- James Patrick 
Mundy) had his barber shop at 105 Main Street. This is a picture of him in his barber 
shop (he’s in the middle). This picture was taken in 1933. He died that year of a heart 
attack.

D. Beran	
	 I’m interested in learning more about the history of the house at 329 W. Main 
Street.

	 This information comes from Our Enduring Past (1982). In 1842, Isaac Houser 
(1817-1865) purchased lot 12 in the southwest square of Lincolnton and built the 
house which is now called the Houser-Hildebrand-Burgin House of the West Main 
Street Historic District. The trades of two Houser brothers, Isaac and Peter Hous-
er, may explain the unusual half-brick, half frame construction of this antebellum 
house. Isaac was a carpenter while his brother was a brick mason. 
	 Isaac’s daughter, Julia (1847-1938) and her husband, Peter Paul Hildebrand 
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Thank you, Historian Sponsors!
Steve and Jeannie Bailey

Bill Beam
Margaret Lantz Birke
Robert C. Carpenter

Len Clemmer
Robert & Ann Dellinger

Gary & Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick

Bill and Carole Howell
Howard Construction Company

Kay Johnson Mann
Deanie Michael
Rebecca Punch
Marshall Ramsey

George & Doris Reynolds
David & Frances Rhyne

Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce

Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

	 The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and 
share our rich Lincoln County. Besides events, 
speakers, educational workshops, exhibits, and a 
research library, we reach out to members six times 
each year via newsletter. As we begin publication 
of a seventh year of The Historian, we urge you to 
support us with one-year newsletter sponsorship 
of $100. Simply note on your donation that you’d 
like for your gift to be in support of the newsletter. 
We urge both individuals and businesses to be part 
of this outreach, which we distribute to members 
by mail and to the public via the Lincoln County 
Library’s Lincoln County Room and the Lincoln 
County Senior Center.
	 Sponsorships help to provide complimentary 
subscriptions to Lincoln County educators, opinion 
leaders, and Leadership Lincoln participants. If you 
appreciate our newsletter, please consider becoming 
a sponsor. 

(1835-1916), a baker by trade, lived here following the 
death of her father. In 1947, Samuel Burgin bought and 
greatly altered the house. Unfortunately, other than the 
classically motivated /Greek Revival style facade, few of 
the original features remain. Burgin gutted the interior 
and transformed the single-family residence into three 
apartments. In the process he removed virtually all inte-
rior features, including the stairs, and added an outside 
set of stairs at the expense of one of two engaged-end 
chimneys. He also added a new one-story frame ell to 
the rear. He deeded the home to Betty Burgin Moore, 
his daughter, fifteen years later, and she returned it to a 
one-family residence, removing the exterior stairs and 
adding a new interior stairway. 
	 The house is currently for sale.

C. Doolittle	
	 I was wondering if you had an history on St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church in Pumpkin Center? If you do, could 
you let me know so I can come and look at it? We’re plan-
ning a 250th anniversary celebration for our church the 
second Sunday in September. Thank you.

	 As you already know, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
located about eight miles east of Lincolnton near Pump-
kin Center, is one of the oldest congregations in Lincoln 
County. Founded by Rev. Johann Gottfired Arends, the 
church has held several names including Liberty, Killian 
Crossing, Ore Bank, and now St. Luke’s. The original 
church house dates back to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. 
	 We are always happy to help with historical research. 
Within our archives we found copies of the homecom-
ing and anniversary observance of 1972, a brief history 
of the church that was prepared at that time, a dedi-
cation program for the current church building, and a 
newspaper article by Gladys Childs written in the same 
year. Please stop by our office and we will provide you 
with copies. Congratulations on your milestone!

Need to catch up?
Back issues of The Historian 

dating back to January 2020 are
 available on our website under 
Resources, Past Newsletters, at 

LincolnCountyHistory.com.



04

LCHA Updates

Sponsorship Opportunities for the 
Liberty Ball Coming in June
      Here’s an opportunity to show your support for the 
local historical community while celebrating this once-in-a 
generation America 250 event, a signature colonial or black-
tie optional gala honoring the 250th anniversary of the United 
States of America. The Ball will be held at the Crowe Mansion 
on Saturday, June 27. 
     This elegant evening will feature live music, fine dining, a 
patriotic program, special awards, and a fundraising appeal 
supporting the Lincoln County Historical Association and 
the Historical Association of Catawba County’s missions: 
to preserve, protect, and share the stories of our shared  
past so future generations can thrive. It will be our premier 
fundfraising event of America 250 – a year that only comes 
once every two and a half centuries!
     We invite you to partner with us as a sponsor for this 
landmark gala. Sponsorship offers meaningful community 
visibility while demonstrating your commitment to 
preserving local heritage and strengthening civic pride.
     Sponsorship opportunities range from presenting sponsors 
to table sponsors. Other ways to support the event is by 
donating an item or an experience to the silent auction, 
donating wine for our “wine pull” activity, underwriting 
the entertainment, catering, or decor, or by making a direct 
donation.
      To learn more about sponsorship opportunities 
and tickets, contact Carole Howell at 828-777-8707 or 
LincolnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.com.

Mundy House Donations
      Thank you all who donated these past two months toward 
the cost of a new HVAC system for Mundy House in Denver.  
Donation are still being accepted and are much needed. If you 
would like to give, send your check to the Lincoln County 
Historical Association and note Mundy House on your 
donation.

Downtown Development’s New 
Tourism Website Features Historic 
Lincoln County
      Plan your weekend by checking out a new website, 
VisitLincolntonNC.com. We will be posting all LCHA events 
here plus information on local historic attractions. 

March 28 HEARTS United Gala 
Benefits Brevard’s Chapel
      Brevard’s Chapel is 
more than just a historic 
structure. It represents 
the determination 
of formerly enslaved 
individuals who built 
this sacred space for 
worship, gathering, and 
community at a pivotal 
moment in American 
history. Preserving the 
chapel ensures this legacy remains visible, honored, and 
accessible. The LCHA supports this initiative.
     HEARTS United is holding a gala on Saturday, March 28 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. at Machpelah Church, 229 Brevard 
Place Road in Iron Station, as a fundraiser for preservation 
efforts at Brevard’s Chapel. Tickets and sponsorship packages 
include a Southern-gourmet dinner, and a program that 
includes speaker Andre’ Kearns, co-chair of HEARTS 
Reunion Project and CEO of Black Ancestries, music by 
Thomas Rhyant and special entertainment by Tamara 
Williams and the UNC Charlotte Department of Dance.
     We encourage you to participate. To learn more about 
Brevard’s Chapel, the Brevard’s Chapel Capital Campaign, 
event sponsorships and to purchase tickets, visit the website at 
www.heartscollective.org/brevards-chapel.

Recent Accessions
• 2025.060: Photos, notes, and clippings regarding Lincolnton 
High School Class of 1944 and 1945 and Mars Hill class of 
1948; 2 copies of “LHS Football Scrapbook 1921-1958”; 1944 
and 1945 Pine Burr yearbooks; 1947 (2 copies) and 1948; The 
Laurel yearbooks from Mars Hill College. Given by Richard 
Smith.

• 2025.061: Small decorative plate with holder; blue crocheted 
blanket. Given by Edward and Doris Little.
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• 2025.062: Lincoln Times-News newspaper from March 18, 
1970 with photo of students at Pleasant Home School in 1921; 
group photo in front of a house, possibly of a family reunion; 
1925 Pine Burr yearbook; Official Program and Souvenir 
book from Welcome Home Day, July 4th, 1919. Given by the 
Dean Heavner family.

• 2025.063: Native American ceramic sherds and artifacts; 3 
trays of photo slides of family vacations and events; porta-
ble computer from approx. 1980 in leather bag with cords; 
script for Thunder Over Carolina play; Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church’s Homecoming Celebration and Building Dedication 
booklet (1997) and program for the dedication of the pipe 
organ with recital (1999); newsletter and information of The 
Family of Captain Daniel Little, Esq., Inc. genealogy group; 
information on Rev. Marcus Lafayette Little; miscellaneous 
newspaper clippings, newspapers, and papers; commemo-
rative paper on Rhyne Mills; photocopy of Lincoln Lithia 
Inn brochure; Gaither Shrum’s Lincoln County Tour outline; 
article on Dr. Piggot of the Confederate Laboratory; article 
titled “Manufacture of Iron in Lincoln County” by David C. 
Heavner; brochure on Lincolnton and Lincoln County from 
the Lincolnton/Lincoln County Economic Development 
Commission. Given by Edward and Doris Little.

• 2026.001: Group photo of an unknown school class. Given 
by Penny Carpenter.

• 2026.002: Books: Boone by Robert Morgan; Catawba County 
Cemeteries, Vol. 1-9; Cemeteries of Burke County, Vol. 1-4
Folders: Catawba County Cemeteries Volume 1 and Volume 
5. Given by Christopher Boyles.

• 2026.003: Book: The North Carolina Slave Narratives Vol. 1, 
A-H, edited by Stephen Payseur. Given by Sara Sain.

• 2026.004: Military coins, towel rack, Millard Fillmore com-
memorative coin, film roll. Found in collection.

• 2026.005: Three trading cards of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Stephen Dodson Ramseur grave monument, and Lorenzo 
Ferrer grave marker; bag of rewards program stamps (S&H 
Green Stamps, Family Stamp Co.); miscellaneous documents 
(insurance, letters, banking materials, deposit slips, etc.) 
regarding Kemp Nixon, “Nixon, Goode, Costner, and Miller” 
(Plato Miller, B.P. Costner, Lillian Goode), J.E. Cansler, Dixie 
Grocery Company, and J.H. Rudisill. Found in collection.

• 2026.006: Framed original print titled “Lee and Longstreet” 
by G. Harvey. Given by Dave and Theresa Catlin.

New and Renewed Memberships
Betty Allen
Kathryn Birke
D. Mark Boyd
H. Edward Boyles, Jr.
Chris Boyles
Johnnie Bynum
Walter Clark
Frances Dellinger
Linda Dellinger & Hardin Minor
Jane Finger
Barbara Frick

Josephine Hill
John B. Hoyle
Jay & Jessica Kuster
Edward & Doris Little
Margaret Long
Deanie Michael
Marie Michael
Larry & Sharon Mosteller
Glenda Noles
Mike & Letha Owen
Mike Peters
Penelope Bost Schrum
Tammy Schweitzer
Victor Searfoss
Frances Sigmon
Celia L. Smith
Betsy Speed

Thank you, Donors!
     The LCHA relies greatly on the generosity of donors to 
support our collection and our ability to serve you. Please 
consider a tax-deductible gift toward our mission to collect, 
preserve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history.  

Historian Level
Walter Clark in memory of Kappy & David Clark

Benefactor Level
D. Mark Boyd
Deanie Michael for newsletter sponsorship and support
	 of Mundy House

Patron Level
Debra Lail in support of Mundy House
Larry & Sharon Mosteller

Contributor Level
Bill Beam, newsletter sponsor in honor of Carole Howell
Patricia S. Bianchi in memory of Travis Bianchi
Kathryn Birke
Chris Boyles in memory of Hattie S. Boyles
H. Edward Boyles, Jr.
Mary Louise & Brodie Brown in support of the 
	 Plonk Family Cemetery in honor of Bill Anderson
David Bynum
Frances Dellinger in memory of Mary A. Dellinger
Linda Dellinger & Hardin Minor in memory of 
	 Mary & Thern Dellinger
Barbara Frick, newsletter sponsor
The Go-Go Girls of Lincolnton
Doris & Edward Little
Josephine Hill
Jim Mundy in support of Mundy House and in 
	 memory of James Rufus Mundy
Glenda Noles
Mike & Letha Owen
Jerry & Gayle Park in support of Mundy House
Mike Peters
David & Frances Rhyne in support of Mundy House
Penelope Bost Schrum in memory of the Confederate 
	 veterans of Lincoln County
Celia L. Smith in support of Mundy House
Betsy Speed
Uncommon Charitable Impact, Inc.
Mary Whisonant, newsletter sponsor
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“Pris” Mauney, continued
Carter for nine years until she and Ralph started a family. 
When Johnny came along, she quit work and stayed home 
with him, and three years later, she had Phil.
     “I remembered from my time in California that I had 
always wanted to run a home where older people could feel 
comfortable and less lonely in their last years,” she said. 
“Basically, I started out with nothing but $7500 and a de-
sire, so I decided to open a rest home. It would be the only 
one in the area besides the county home and that was for 
people who couldn’t pay. 
     “There were plenty of people telling me not to do it, but 
that was like 
waving a red 
flag in front 
of a bull. I 
borrowed 
$55,000 
and built a 
six-bedroom 
house with 
three or four 
baths and a 
big kitchen 
and a big 
sitting room. 
We all lived in 
the rest home 
house until I 
got about four 
patients. I 
was doing all 
the cooking 
and feeding them really well. I got $430 a month from the 
government and I got $150 a month from the ones who 
weren’t on Medicaid. If the families could pay, they would 
give me an additional $15 a month. After I had about six 
patients, we built a family home about a half block from the 
rest home. When I got 15 patients, I built a real rest home. 
     “I was determined to make it work,” she said. “I created 
a real home-like place for my residents. I took them to the 
beauty shop, played cards with them, had birthday par-
ties, and took them to the Christmas parade. Ralph always 
had a nice garden and they enjoyed snapping beans and 
helping out. Sometimes we would sit at the piano and sing, 
although no one could play and we couldn’t half sing. In 
seven years I only had one week of vacation, but my sons 
had 15 sweet grandparents who spoiled them.”
     She received the Business Woman of the Year award 
from the Business and Professional Women in 1965 while 
she was still running the rest home. 
     It was during her time running the rest home when she 
tried her hand at running a women’s fitness salon. The year 
was 1968.
     “My sister-in-law, Pauline, and I decided we were too fat, 

so we started driving to Charlotte to go to the gym. There 
was nothing like that in Lincolnton, so we decided to open 
up our own place. We ordered equipment from a catalogue 
and set up a gym we called the Slim Gym Figure Salon on 
the second floor of what was then the Lutheran parsonage 
on Main Street. 
     “The first week we opened, we had women coming to 
our door wanting a membership. We opened on a Wednes-
day and by the end of the week, we had paid for all of the 
equipment. Pauline would manage during the day and I 
would go at night after my old folks were asleep.
     “This was, of course, during the time I was still running 
the rest home. I had someone who worked for me taking 
care of their needs, but I was still doing all of ther other 
things including running to ball games, cooking and clean-
ing, and driving all over the place. I think I must have been 
Super Woman!”
     It was on one of her many trips to town when her future 
took a turn. 
     “I had a system that worked pretty well,” said Pris. 
“Twice a week after breakfast I would throw all the dirty 
clothes in the back of my station wagon and take them to 
the Wash King and put them in the washer. I knew that 
the lady there would put them in the dryer for me. Then I 
would take all the prescriptions to Economy Drugs, went 
back to pick up my laundry, did grocery shopping, and got 
home in time to cook my residents their dinner.
     “In the early 70s, the County set out to sell the Reeves 

Gamble Hospital at public auction, and there was a group 
of men standing outside the hospital waiting for the bid-
ding to begin. I was getting out of my car on my way into 
the post office when the auctioneer, Teague Gilbert, called 
to me. ‘Come on over here, Pris. I need you to start the 
bidding.’ 
     “I said, ‘I don’t have time for this right now. I’ve got din-
ner on the stove and I have to get back.’ I often wondered 

Pris poses with her sons John (left) and Phil 
(right) and with her mother, Mary Warlick 
Weaver and her grandmother Anna Sullivan 
Warlick in 1964.

“Accidentally” purchasing the old Reeves Gamble Hospital on 
East Main Street turned her business career around. She named 
it the Mauney Building. 
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what would have happened if I had just walked away that 
day.
     “Well I threw out some low number, $26,000. The men 
were standing by just shuffling their feet but nobody said a 
word. Teague just kept going on and on and finally he said 
‘S-O-L-D, sold to Pris Mauney!’ Lord, I didn’t even have the 
money for the 10% down payment! When I went home and 
told Ralph we had just bought a hospital, he just about fell 
over!
     “I needed to turn that business into cash fast. There 
was a construction crew working in town working on 
some government housing and they were staying over 
at the Carolina Motel. I thought that maybe I could give 
them a cheaper rate. Suddenly I was in the rooming house 
business! I went out and got beds, mattresses, sheets, and 
pillows and hired a housekeeper and set the place up to 
rent by the room. They paid me $35 a week and that was 
enough to make the payments to the bank.
     “After I bought the hospital and went into the rooming 
house business, I couldn’t run the rest home and the room-
ing house at the same time, so I sold the rest home. I’m 
pretty sure now that buying that hospital was the smartest 
thing I’ve ever done, and all because I saw a challenge.”
     Soon Pris was dabbling in real estate in what seemed to 
be a natural progression. She attended real estate school 
and got her license. “When I started out, it was a real plea-
sure,” she said. “There was one page to fill out if you wanted 
to sell your house, and one page to fill out if you wanted to 
make an offer. Your word was good enough.
     “You couldn’t do that today. After the franchises came, 
they nearly beat my door down trying to sell me a fran-
chise. I told them my name was all I need, and really, I was 
in business for 45 years and never solicited a listing.
     Her next project was leasing the old depot from South-
ern Railway (where First Federal Park is today), restoring 

it, and with the help of county agent George Stoudemire, 
opened the first farmer’s market. It served other uses as 
well: an ice cream shop, and with the addition of a little ca-
boose she called The Jolly Trolly, opened a wine and cheese 

shop. She even built a skateboard park there at one time 
that didn’t last very long. 
     “At one time I had this guy that came in and wanted to 
open a coin shop. I thought he was pretty reliable, but after 
a couple of months he came in drunk and I told him he had 
to get out. He said he couldn’t because he had nowhere to 
take his coins, so I wrote him a check for his collection and 
suddenly I was in the coin business. That was the time that 
silver bars were popular, and we would order them and sell 
them for Christmas and birthday presents.”
     She also served as the town’s first female bail-bondsman.
     With her son Phil, Pris bought two old houses on North 
Aspen Street and tore them down. Together they designed 
six two-and three-bedroom apartments they called Aspen 
Court, the first townhouses in Lincolnton.
     “I had them sold as fast as I could build them,” she said, 
“and I moved into one of them. I still think they’re some of 
the best-looking ones in town,” she said. 
     “Retirement was a word I never heard growing up, and I 
was still going into the office at 94. People said I was crazy! 
I closed one house when I was 95 years old.”
     Looking back, Pris never pretended to have all the 
answers – only the courage to try. “You have to take a lot 
of chances,” she once said. “And once you make a decision, 
you have to stick with it and make it work.” It was a phi-
losophy that carried her from a 30-cent-an-hour waitress 
to one of Lincolnton’s most pioneering businesswomen, 
and it remains the story of a life defined not by luck, but by 
determination.  
     Pris Mauney passed from this life on August 13, 2020, at 
age 96, but she left a legacy of hard work, creativity, faith, 
and a family she dearly loved.

     This article is excerpted from a series of interviews that 
Pris Mauney dictated to Carole Howell from 2018 to 2019. A 
book, Back Then, Stories of a Blessed Life, was produced in 
2020 and is available in limited supply for $20 at the Lincoln 
County Historical Association.  

Working together, Pris and her son, Phil, created Aspen Court, 
Lincolnton’s first townhouses. 

Remember “The Jolly Trolly?” The little caboose and the old 
train station stood where First Federal Park is today.
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