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David Heavner Shared His Memories

Lincolnton the way it was

He grew up around the men of Lincoln
County—especially those on Main Street—and
became an invaluable source of historical infor-
mation to the Lincoln County Historical Asso-
ciation, serving as a founding member since its
inception in 1955.

David Calvin Heavner, born December 7,
1918, was the son of Earnest Carr and Sallie
Baker Heavner. He graduated from Lincolnton
High School in 1936. In 1939, he married Inez
“Babe” Armour (1920-1997), the same year he
graduated with honors from Oak Ridge Military
Academy. During World War II, he served in the
Army as a cook at Fort Lee, Virginia.

While growing up,
Heavner worked with
his father at Ramseur
Hardware in down-
town Lincolnton and
later took over the
business when his fa-
ther retired. He oper-
ated the store until its
closing in 1983.

“He would say that
growing up in the
hardware store, no-
body paid any attention to him, but he would sit
and listen and take it all in—and he remembered
it all,” says Steve Bailey.

Preserved in a thick file folder are numerous
stories written by Heavner. For Lincoln County
historians like Bailey, they represent a treasure
trove.

“It was back in 1972 when David would take
us around the county on Sundays, showing us
places and recounting his memories,” says Bailey.

In later years, =4
Heavner would ®
spend Tuesday
afternoons with
Bailey at his
business, Drum’s ¢#
Florist, some-
times accom-
panying him
on deliveries.

If business was
slow, they would
simply cruise the
county, remi-
niscing.

Heavner
wrote articles
about Lincoln County for Lincoln County Past-
Present-Future (published in 1979), Our State
magazine, the Lincoln County Heritage book, and
both the Gastonia Gazette and Charlotte Observ-
er.

In 1998, he received an award for service from
the county’s Historic Properties Commission,
and in 2000 he received the Historical Associa-
tion’s Heritage Award.

A lifelong member of First Methodist Church,
Heavner died in 2007, leaving behind a lasting
legacy of service to the historical community.

“David was a born storyteller and a great
historian,” Bailey said. “He loved telling about
what he experienced in Lincoln County and the
people he knew”

David Heavner helped shape Lincoln Coun-
ty’s historical record. Enjoy three of his stories
beginning on page 6 of this issue.
Sources: Lincoln Times News, October 28, 2007. “Lincoln

County Historical Association 2000 Heritage Award David
Calvin Heavner,” LCHA Sentinel, Nov.-Dec. 2000.
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Letters to the Association

Robert Nixon

I am the grandson of Joseph R. Nixon who was Superintendent of Schools for the
county and also a local historian with Alfred Nixon his father.

My grandfather and great uncle, Kemp Battle Nixon, collected Indian artifacts and
some local confederate artifacts prior to Lake Norman being built. I have a number
of artifacts I would like to donate to this group so they can be shared and included in
the countys’ history. 1, too, am a history buff and know they would support donating
these items.

I have attached pictures for your review and look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you, Robert, for reaching out to

us to preserve your important Lincoln
County area artifacts. We look forward to
sharing them as we prepare our Lincoln
County 250 exhibits coming soon to our
museum.

It is our great honor to serve as the home
of a great many of your family’s import-
ant documents and memorabilia in our
Alfred Nixon Collection.




Your History is our Future:
Artifacts and Photos Welcome

It’s not uncommon for us to hear, “No one in my
family is interested in these old things. I don’t know what
to do with them.”

The LCHA may be able to help, and in the process
enrich our collection for future historians.

Have you ever wondered how moving it would be
to walk into our
museum and find
that one of your
family’s treasured
heirlooms stands
in a display case
for everyone in
the community to
study and appre-
ciate? Not only
does it represent
a segment of your
family’s past in Lin-
coln County, but it

serves as a remind- iy
er and memorial Jmm
to the individual,  Recently, Robert Hovis donated a

usually abeloved  map he has created of the cemetery

family member, 4t Salem Baptist Church.
who once owned

and used it.

The Lincoln County Historical Association clings to
an active mission statement that provides for the col-
lection, preservation and sharing of items that relate to
Lincoln County’s own. Keeping these items well doc-
umented for sharing with researchers is a top priority
for us. It is equally important for us to acquire Lincoln
County’s most treasured artifacts and ephemera before it
is lost, destroyed, or sold outside the county.

Donating artifacts and old family photos ensures that
the next generation will have the opportunity to listen
and understand the stories of their forefathers and read
and contemplate the pages of a bygone era. Donors can
take pride in their donations knowing that they have
made a vital contribution to an organization striving to
preserve the past for its use in the future.

Because of space, we are not always able to accom-
modate large donations, however, small artifacts and
photos are almost always welcome. Each accession is
reviewed and approved by the board before we take pos-
session and add the items to our searchable database.

If you have Lincoln County heirlooms you would like
to see preserved, please contact us at LincolnCountyHis-
toryNC@gmail.com.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Steve and Jeannie Bailey
Margaret Laniz Birke
Robert C. Carpenter

Len Clemmer
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Gary & Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
Howard Construction Company
Kay Johnson Mann
Rebecca Punch
Marshall Ramsey
George & Doris Reynolds
David & Frances Rhyne
Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and
share our rich Lincoln County. Besides events, speak-
ers, educational workshops, exhibits, and a research
library, we reach out to members six times each year
via newsletter. As we begin publication of a seventh
year of The Historian, we urge you to support us with
one-year newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note
on your donation that youd like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which we
distribute to members and to the public via the Lin-
coln County Library’s Lincoln County Room and the
Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,
please consider becoming a sponsor.

Complete your set! The LCHA offers a full
selection of the Lincoln County (Arcadia
Publishing) books for sale at the Association
office and in our online store.

These include Lincoln
County, Lincoln Coun-
ty Revisited, Photo-
graphs from the Clyde
R. Cornwell Collec-
tion, Sports in Lincoln
County and Around
Denver. The cost is
$25 per book which

. HINSONS GARA
includes postage. - e
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LCHA Updates

Open House a Huge Success!

Thank you to everyone who helped make our Holiday
Open House a tremendous success! More than 120 visitors
toured the Doctors’ House on December 13, which was
beautifully decorated in period greenery.

o

roots Arts Program distributed lo-

and a full-day bread and chee- °
semaking workshop led by our

Space is limited and will fill up quickly.

Last year’s Grassroots Arts Grant helped LCHA put on a
fun workshop called “Making Faces With Michael Ball”

in which participants created their own unique face jug.
As you can see, they turned out well!

.

04

LCHA Receives Grassroots Arts Grant

The Historical Association has received a $750 grant from
the North Carolina Natural and Cultural Resources Grass-

ceTe~
cally by the Lincoln Cultural Center. 4/~ North

The monies received will allow % . Carolina
us to offer a fun basketry workshop s Arts

Sse@s, Council

Lincoln County Hearthcooks Paulette Gardner and Tonya
Faulkner. Dates will be set and announced soon via Facebook.

Recent Accessions
« 2025.051: 36 photos of the Heavner, Petrie, ane Jonas fami-
lies. Given by Matt and Neal Boles.

* 2025.052: Four Rock Springs High School yearbooks, “The
Rosphian 1949-1952. Given by Rock Springs Elementary
School.

« 2025.053: “High Shoals, Gaston County, N.C.: A Southern
Cotton Mill Town” (photocopy of 1908 book), “Memoirs of
High Shoals” (photocopy of 8th grade book), Lincolnton Oc-
tober 1981 Telephone Directory, “The Wolf” newspaper from
Lincolnton High School (November 1949), collection of Alda
Crowe’s teapots. Given by Steve and Jeannie Bailey.

* 2025.054: Framed picture of Lawson Henry Heafner and
Fannie Beatrice Hoover Heafner Given by Carolyn Heafner.

« 2025.055: Framed poster showing the buildings of the Heaf-
ner Tire Company locations Given by Micah Cochrane.

* 2025.056: “General Joseph Graham and His Papers on
North Carolina Revolutionary History” by Major William A.
Graham; baseball jersey shirt from Central School. Given by
Christopher Boyles.

¢ 2025.057: Cemetery map and lists of people buried at Salem
Baptist Church. Given by Robert Hovis.

« 2025.058: 2 Booklets: First Baptist Church, High Shoals,
NC; My Dear Miss Kate: A Postcard Story. Given by Steve and
Jeannie Bailey.

¢ 2025.059: Three dress hem weights. Given by Randy Beatty.

New and Renewed Memberships
William Anderson

Andy Anthony

Loretta Beam

Harry Brogden

Rondel Burke

Joan Bustle

David Bynum

Doug Bynum

Larry and Linda Carpenter
Robert C. Carpenter
Leonard and Michelle Clemmer
Jeff and Sandra Cloninger
John Dellinger

Robert and Ann Dellinger
Janet and Gary Duckworth
Delores Edwards

Rachel Eickemeyer

Julia Fields

Mary Frances Forrester
Geoft and Carson Goff
Ann Graham

Susan Harris

Stanley Hasty

Tom and Gaye Howard



Upcoming Events

Sunday, Feb. 2
2-4 p.m.

Fifth Annual George Washington Tea

Join the Jacob Forney Daughters of the American Revolution as they celebrate George

Washington’s birthday with a formal tea. Special speaker is Nora Brooks who will por-

tray Martha Washington.

Lincoln Cultural Center Reception Hall. Tickets are $10, seating is limited. Purchase

tickets on Eventbrite.

Saturday, Feb. 7
10-4

on January 24, 1781 in his pursuit of Nathaniel Greene. 17 -

Revolutionary War encampment, food, bonfire, cabin,

demos, program, refreshments.

Educational, free, and everyone welcome!

Join us at the Christian Reinhardt cabin near the Lincol-
nton High School Football Stadium. Sponsored by LCHA.

Linda Hoyle

John Lantz

Claude and Kathy Loving
David Lutz

Kay Johnson Mann

John E. Mauney

Gary and Viola Montgomery
Robin Nicholson

Michael Ottinger

Jerry and Gayle Park

Rick and Myra Jane Ramseur
Marge Reinhardt

Jody and Ann Rhyne
Lillian Richardson

Linda Rudisill

Martha B. Rudisill

Nelta Sain

Robert Sain

Richard Smith

Mr. and Mrs. William Stark
Randy and Sue Zimtbaum

Thank you, Donors!

The LCHA relies on the generosity of donors to support
our collection and our ability to serve you. Please consider
a tax-deductible gift toward our mission to collect, pre-
serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history.

Historian Level
Frances Lena for the Plonk Family Cemetery
Steve and Jeannie Bailey

Sustainer Level
Rebecca R. Alson
Marty and Jill Eaddy
Kathy Robinson

Fifth Annual Burning of the Baggage

Celebrating General Cornwallis’ burning of his baggage

BURNING
OF THE

BAGGAGE

Benefactor Level

Matt Boles

Howard Construction Company/ Tom and Gaye Howard
Linda Rudisill

Patron Level

William Anderson in memory of Margaret Plonk Anderson
Geoff and Carson Goff

Robert C. Carpenter

Contributor Level

Loretta Beam in honor of Bill Beam

Harry Rondel Burke

Joan Bustle

Larry and Linda Carpenter in honor of Matt and Bill Carpenter

Leonard and Michelle Clemmer

Martha B. Rudisill for the Plonk Family Cemetery

John Dellinger

Robert and Ann Dellinger

Janet and Gary Duckworth

Julia Fields in memory of Frances Stone Caudle, daughter of
Lura Boone Mundy

Ann Graham in memory of Gen. Joseph Graham

John Lantz

Kay Johnson Mann in memory of Walter and Lizzie Arney Hines

Gary and Viola Montgomery

Jerry and Gayle Park

Rick and Myra Jane Ramseur

Marge Reinhardt in memory of Bobby Steve Reinhardt 1920-2011

Nelta Sain

Richard Smith

Randy and Sue Zimtbaum
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2. Our First Radio, by David Heavner

L9
= We had never owned a radio! At about four years

== old, I heard one at our neighbor’s house. Through
the horn on top, I could hear nothing but noise and
static. Occasionally I could hear a man’s voice. It was
weird. Ours came about in a different manner.

My mother and I were uptown in about 1924. We
encountered my grandfather, E.C. Baker. He looked
at my fingers. My nails were bitten down to where
they actually bled! He said, “If you will stop biting
your nails until your birthday I promise to buy you a
new radio!” A new radio! This was summertime and
December 7 seemed a long way off. Nevertheless, I
started on a regimen of not chewing my nails. I was
a small boy, but I wanted a radio so bad!

As the weeks and months passed along, my nails
returned to their natural shape. I couldn’t wait for
my birthday to come! Finally December 7, 1924 ar-
rived and a truck arrived at our house. I could see a

on the back of the truck!!
The first thing the men did was to dig a deep hole

They attached the wire to a ceramic lightning resistor.

plug in our new radio!

large, four leg, console Majestic Super Hydrodyne radio

and erect a very tall wood pole with a wire to our house.

They pulled a wire under the floor and up through it to
the radio. Here it was fastened to the radio. So it was all
wired up. It was time to plug in the radio! Alas! We had
no receptacle! The electricians were called. After an eter-
nity, a receptacle was placed in our wall. We finally could

Maiesti

SUPER-DYNAMIC RADIO

L — MODEL

1 $ l 37 50

All-electric, in beautiful burl walnut eonscle,
exactly as pictured—complete, ready to plug
in and use—fitted with super-dynamic speaker.

FREE SERVICE for one year. FREE

Installation. Unconditional Guar-
antee for one year. No upkeep expense to you
during the entire year.

L S== MICHAEL BROS. New Radio Dept.—in our
3 Brooklyn Stores, maintains our famous
Policy of Guaranteed Lowest Prices and
EASIEST TERMS.

We also feature Majestic Super-Dynamic
Model 72—at $167.50 (less tubes).

It was great! We could receive two stations. WLW in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and KDKA in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. Later, a Mr. Coddington placed a small studio on top
of his Buick building which stood on West Trade Street
in Charlotte, North Carolina. He called his station WBT,
honoring Buick with the name “Watch Buick Travel”
This was 110 on our dial. Some time later another station
called WSOC, which stood for “Charlotte, We Serve
Our City” This addition gave us another local station. It
was great!! We had two local stations and two national
stations. A bonanza!

My favorite shows were Al Jolson and Amos and
Andy.

Saloons and Pigs Made Lincolnton Unruly, by David Heavner

sidewalks.

Nicely decorated awnings and
well-manicured lawns greet their eyes.

Except for the occasionally errant
motrotist who draws chuckles heading
the wrong way around Court Square,
traffic streams along at a steady, rhyth-
mic pace.

It wasn’t always this way.

muddy streets, depending on the skies that day.

06

Standing in the north entrance of the Lincoln Coun-
ty Courthouse, courtroom participants on break often
gaze ourside at the orderly array of streets, buildings and

If people had looked outside the old courthouse back
in the mid-to-late 1800s, they would have seen dusty or

Instead of suited professionals lunching at a cafe, they

would have seen oftentimes rowdy horsemen nosing up
to the bar at the North Pole Saloon.

Lincolnton had a reputation for being somewhat of a
rough-and-tumble town back then.

¢ If youre repulsed at the occasional
»ymurder trial inside the courthouse today,
consider that many people a century ago
wouldn’t even venture close to the area
because of frequent unruliness in downtown

& ¥ | saloons.
G
Law officers kept order as best they could, but
their efforts were often in vain. Things were so bad that
women knew better than to go outdoors on Saturdays

when the saloons in town were going full blast.
Even the hogs got into the act.

One historical account has it that a large sow belong-



ing to a man named Peter Summey got loose one day The most infamous saloon seemed to have been the
and chased a befuddled young officer to the courthouse ~ North Pole.

where the man escaped inside. It may have had ties to the Old North State Hotel that
But more often than not, the disturbances came from  businessman John Motz built in 1852 at West Main and
the saloons, according to the “Annals of Lincoln County”  Court Square. It had originally been called the Motz Ho-

So much so that law officers tried to curb the rowdi- tel and had housed travelers from all around.

ness by displaying stocks on the courthouse lawn. The The drunken revelry there didn't last forever.
wooden stocks had holes in which a prisoner was forced
to put his arms and legs. Hed have to sit there all day on
public display.

By 1878, city leaders had had enough. They enacted a
law that closed the doors of the city’s saloons for good.

The thinking was that the person would be so embar-
rassed, so humiliated, that he might think twice about
causing trouble again.

The lLife of Joseph Cameron Cobb, by David Heavner

Joseph Cameron Cobb decided to make his home in Needless to say, John was only called on once to say
Lincolnton, NC. He purchased a lot on the northwest the blessing.
corner of West Main St. and the Court Square. He erect-
ed a fine brick home with store attached to the rear. Mr.
Cobb was about 20 years old being born
March 8, 1922. His death occurred Sep-
tember 16, 1895. There is a a large obelisk
style monument for Mr. Cobb that can be
seen at St. Luke’s cemetery.

In 1847, Joseph Cobb married Mar-
garet Butts, daughter of John Butts. Mr.
Butts was the only hatter in Lincolnton.
His shop faced the south side of the Court
Square.

The other son, Beverly Cobb, became a noteworthy
attorney. He was known as Lincolnton’s foremost lawyer.
He also served as a lawyer in the state
legislature dfuring 1876 and 1878.

His second marriage was to Jane,
daughter of Vardry McBee. The
relationship was stormy. My mother,
Sallie Baker Heavner, recalled learn-
ing of a terrific altercation between
Beverly and Jane. She and her little
friends crept up to their dining room
window to observe the site of the
festivities. They saw the abandoned
carcass of a turkey and the remains of
dinner. The scene was completed by a
pistol resting on the dinner table. Jane
had fled the home for her relatives
in Virginia. Beverly returned to the
home of his father.

Joseph and Margaret had two sons,
Beverly C. and John L. Cobb. John L. was
the younger. He lived in a brick home
where the Citizen’s Center now stands.
This location was also the home of Lena
Reinhardt Graham, Lincolnton’s foremost
historian of families and homes.

My father, E. Carr Heavner, lived in a
large two-story home on N. Government
St.. As he walked uptown at night, he
could hear John L. playing his violin. Be-

Following Beverly’s death at age
52, and the death of his wife, they
were interred at St. Luke’s cemetery.
Later Mrs. Cobb's relatives moved the

ing a widower, this pursuit took up most remains to Virginia. Their home was
of John’s free time. Later he was moved to the Keener moved from the old high school grounds across Rhodes
Boarding House on S. Academy St. where he contributed  St.. Here it was sold to Mrs. Lester Crowell Sr., and then
this blessing to the evening meal: later to Fitzhugh Hoyle.

Good Lord above

Look down with love

Upon this tainted ham.

Give us some meat thats fit to eat
‘Cause this ain’t worth a damn!

=)
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's so more to learn! Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LIN COLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Corporate:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




