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The Tryon Resolves at 250
Guest article by Robert C. Carpenter

The “freeholders” of Tryon County created
the Tryon Resolves, which is filed at the State
Archives in Raleigh under S. S. 305, and is
one of the most significant documents in our
area’s history. In concert with other “Safety
Committees,” which were created by Samuel
Adams, they fostered colonial communication.
On April 19, 1775, Massachusetts Minute Men
clashed with British soldiers at Lexington and
Concord, as the British attempted to control
the colonist’s opposition to taxes and chose
to usurp colonial government. By May, North
Carolina royal governor Josiah Martin aban-
doned the colony, boarding a ship in Wilm-
ington’s harbor, and clashed with the General
Assembly.

Motivated by the Continental Congress,
Committees of Safety assumed local control
by protecting the populace, making military
preparations, spreading Patriot propagan-
da, enforcing colonial trade restrictions, and
gradually replacing the local royal government
with locally elected officials. On August 14 the
Tryon Committee met and adopted the Tryon
Resolves, which is printed below:

“An Association”

The unprecedented, barbarous & bloody
actions Committed by the British Troops on our
American Brethern [sic] near Boston on the 19th
of April & 20th of May last, together with the
Hostile operations & Traiterous [sic] Designs
now Carrying on by the Tools of Ministerial

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
along with
National Society Sons of the American Revolution

cordially invite you to the

250™ Historic Anniversary
of the
Signing of the Tryon Resolves

Saturday, August 16, 2025
10:00am
Tryonota Volunteer Fire Department
2577 Tryon Courthouse Road
Bessemer City, North Carolina 28016

Additional parking available at Tryon Elementary School

* Rk
Please RS.V.P. by Monday, August II, 2025

Millicent Heavner

mtheavner2802ldar@gmail.com or 704.678.4910 (txt or msg)

* K&

Tryon Resolves Chapter, NSDAR
Major William Chronicle Chapter, NSDAR
Colonel Frederick Hambright Chapter, NSDAR
Catawba Valley Chapter, NSSAR
Mecklenburg Chapter, NSSAR

Vengeance & Despotism for the Subjugating all
British America, Sugest [sic] to us the painful
necessity of having recourse to Arms, for the
preservation of those Rights & Liberties which
the principles of our Constitution and the Laws
of God, nature & nations have made it our Duty
to Defend. --- We therefore the Subscribers,
freeholders, & Inhabitants of Tryon County do
hereby faithfully unite Ourselves under the most
Sacred ties of Religion, Honor & Love to our
Country firmly to Resist force by force in defense

— Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association

J. Goins, Perryville, KY

I stumbled on to the Howard’s Creek Mill Project article on the internet recently.
John Robert Goins was my grandfather and was miller there. Uncle Aus was referred
to often by my dad and we visited his home once when very young.

An interesting story about the
mill was told by the family about a
crisis at the mill.

Grandad had gone to work at
the mill and taken Dad's brother
“Morris” with him - just a young-
ster. After a while, Grandad missed
him and started looking. Hed been
seen playing near the mill race so
drowning was immediately on ev-
eryones mind. They shut down the
mill, sent for grandma and started
an intensive search. By the time Grandma got there, they had done a thorough search
with no results. It was panic time. Everyone was in a group deciding what to do and
Morris came out of a bin under the steps used to store cottonseed. Rubbing his eyes
and wondering what all the excitement was about. Hed gotten tired and chose the
cottonseed bin as a likely place for a nap.

I've visited the mill with Dad and Grandad. Been many years though as I live in
Kentucky but never forget my “roots.”

J. Kmosko, Catawba County

My name is James Kmosko, a resident of Catawba County just north of the
Lincoln County line. I was doing some historical research and since our two counties
used to be one, I thought your organization might have some insight.

I live in an area once known as Chronicle, a small unincorporated community
centered around Killian Crossroads, slightly northwest of Denver. From what I can
tell from the records I've found, the town was partly in Lincoln County. It was called
Chronicle since at least 1851, when the first Chronicle Post Office was formed.

I'm doing research on the area, and I was wondering if you guys had any infor-
mation on it, or if you could point me in the direction of someone who might. I've
attached a map from 1980 of the area in question, on which the town is still marked
“Chronicle.”

Anything you can give me would be immensely helpful!

Thank you for reaching out. From what I have seen and heard over the years
concerning Chronicle is that it was centered around Killian’s Crossroads, today,
the intersection of Highway 16 and 150. I would picture Chronicle as more of an
area than a town that was approximately a mile in all directions of the crossroads
with a post office that would change locations based on the current postmaster. I
have seen maps with Chronicle listed at the crossroads, west of the the crossroads,
and east of the crossroads all depending on the present location of the postmaster
which would have the office located in their home or in a local merchantile. I am
including a link to Robert Yoder’s 1886 overlay map of Catawba County that shows
the location of the Chronicle post office at that time. Please feel free to reach back
out with any specific questions that you may have, and I will look for any resources



that might help you in your research.
- Matt Boles

https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/interactive/
MC_021_1886y.php

B. Allen, Lincolnton

Recently I was browsing through Images of America
Lincoln County Revisited and saw a picture of an old
bridge over a river. The caption stated it was the middle of
three steel bridges that crossed the South Fork of the Ca-
tawba River at the beginning of the 20th century and was
located on West Main Street behind the Winn-Dixie.

Reading that puzzled me because I remembered a
Winn Dixie on West Main Street with a bridge in front of
it but not behind it. Most definitely, I had to check this out
and the best way to do that was to drive over to West Main
Street in search of the steel bridge.

The first few times I drove by the current Food Lion
thinking I was on West Main Street but seeing no sign of
an old bridge. Then I remembered seeing a street sign stat-
ing, “West Main Street.” and realized the street I was on
was not West Main Street. I found the West Main Street
Ext. and turned onto it. As I drove west, I began to see
the river on my left. When I got to the curve in the road,

I could see the back of the Food Lion building across the
river. Then I realized this had to have been where the steel
bridge once stood.

To further verify that a bridge had been there, I
headed back to Food Lion, and this time took the road on
the west side of the grocery store. A short distance away I
reached the end of that street and turned right heading to-
ward the river. Once I got as close as I could to the river, I
realized I was near where the bridge once stood and in fact
was probably on what used to be West Main Street, that
according to the caption “people could reach the sections
of Howard’s Creek, Bethphage Church, and, further west
out of the county, Fallston. The old bridge was replaced by
the current bridge in 1950.” It seems like it must have been
a totally different place back at the beginning of the 20th
century.

I wonder what is going to be at this location the
beginning of the 22nd century? I heard Dennis Williams
mention River Walks along the river in west Lincolnton
and my mind immediately began visualizing the appeal
for citizens and tourists. River Walks in the western part

of Lincolnton might be a good idea! And some curious
resident in 2125 might stumble upon a picture of the bridge
from 2025 and wonder where it had been located.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Margaret Laniz Birke
Robert C. Carpenter
Len Clemmer
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
Kay Johnson Mann
Marshall Ramsey
David & Frances Rhyne
Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and share
our rich Lincoln County. Besides events, speakers, edu-
cational workshops, exhibits, and a research library, we
reach out to members six times each year via newsletter.
As we continue publication of a sixth year of The Histo-
rian, we urge you to support us with one-year newsletter
sponsorship of $100. Simply note on your donation that
youd like for your gift to be in support of the newsletter.
We urge both individuals and businesses to be part of
this outreach, which we distribute to members and to the
public via the Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County
Room and the Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln County
educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, please consid-
er becoming a sponsor.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the LCHA’s
important mission to collect, preserve, and share
Lincoln County’s rich history!

Lincolnton NC

Near the City.Near the Mountains. Near Perfect.
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LCHA Updates

New LCHA Officers, Board Members

Steve Bailey has been named the new president of
LCHA replacing Carole Howell who has completed her
term.

Steve’s involvement in local history began with histo-
rian David C. Heavner in the early 1970s. Steve received
The Corinthian Award for Indi-
vidual Preservation Achievement [ssaee=
in 2014, presented by LCHA. He
has compiled numerous pictori-
al booklets and DVDs on High
Shoals, Barns of Lincoln Coun-
ty, 100 Years of Haynes Dairy,
Captain Lewis Anthony’s Flying
History, The Amazing Quinlans,
The A.Q. Kale Family Pictures,
World War II Soldiers From Lin-
coln County and more.

His involvement in the LCHA has increased since
retirement in 2017. Currently he is helping with the res-
toration of the Doctors’ House and Office on West Main
Street, maintaining several cemeteries, volunteering at
the LCHA museum and other projects as they arise.
Also unrelated to Lincoln County, he is on the boards
of the Appalachian Cave Conservancy, Hawaii Grotto,
Preserve Manager with his wife, Jeannie, of the National
Speleological Society’s Perkin's Cave and Cemetery in
Virginia which he is involved with saving the caves and
history within them. He was been a cave explorer since
1982 which has involved the discovery of many caves,
cave surveying, mapping, installing gates to protect
caves, cave rescue training and educating new cavers to
proper caving techniques.

His occupation has been from electricial technician,
machine mechcanic and supervisor in the textile indus-
try and a production supervisor in a pharmaceutical
company. In 1994, he and his wife bought Drums Florist
which became their life until they retired in 2017.

In addition, board member Tom Howard has been
named vice president, and Laura Gregory continues as
treasurer. The role of secretary remains unfilled. Carole
Howell will remain on the board one year as immediate
past president and will continue to volunteer as editor of
The Historian.

Retiring from the board after six years of service are
Chris Boyles and Jamie Setzer.

Three new board members have joined the board,
approved by the membership at the June 26 annual
membership meeting.

Jeannie Bailey has been a volunteer at the LCHA for
several years, working many hours toward the resto-

ration of the Doctors’ House and office, cemetery resto-
ration, and performing other duties such as helping to
move the LCHA research library to § S
the first floor of the Cultural Cen-
ter. Along with her husband, Steve,
Jeannie owned and ran Drum’s
Florist until their retirement, and
she has been involved in the com-
munity most of her adult life. She
is a charter member of the Lincoln
Theatre Guild, has served as sec-
retary of the Flittermouse Grotto,
Appalachian Cave Conservancy and the Hawaii Grotto.
She is a Fellow of the National Speleological Society and
been involved with caving for over 40 years with discov-
ery, exploration, survey and mapping caves.

Jill Eaddy is a lifelong resident of Lincoln County
with a passion for preserving the area’s rich heritage.
With 34 years of service in the Lin-
coln County School System as both
a teacher and administrator, Jill has
long been committed to education,
community development, and the
preservation of local history.

Her interest in Lincoln Coun-
ty’s historic buildings and homes
has been a lifelong pursuit. In 1976,
Jill and her husband purchased an
1889 home in the South Aspen Historic District that had
been vacant for 12 years. Remarkably, they were only the
second family to ever own the home. After an extensive
restoration, they lived there for 30 years, helping to revi-
talize and preserve an important part of the community’s
heritage.

Jill has served on the Lincoln County Historic Prop-
erties Commission and currently serves as Vice-Presi-
dent of Speak Up For Children. She plays a key role in
organizing the annual Speak Up For Children Holiday
Tour of Historic Homes, which this year featured the
LCHA Doctor’s House. Her hope is to bring history to
life and support causes close to her heart.

Her civic involvement extends across numerous
boards and commissions, including serving as Past Chair
of the Lincolnton Planning Board and the Department
of Social Services Board, a former Councilwoman on the
Lincolnton City Council, and a former board member of
the Lincoln Arts Council. She serves as Advisor for the
City of Lincolnton Student Advisory Council and is also
a Guardian ad Litem.




Sheldon Lutz is a proud native of Lincoln County
and deeply values her heritage as a 9th generation de-
scendant of the area’s early settlers.
With a lifelong passion for pre-
serving local history, she current-
ly serves on the Lincoln County
Historic Properties Commission
and has been an active member of
the Jacob Forney Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution for 13 years.

Professionally, Sheldon has
dedicated over 30 years to CaroMont Health. She con-
siders it a privilege to contribute to the stewardship of
Lincoln County’s rich history and to honor the legacy of
those who came before her.

Recent Accessions

¢ 2025.016: Six stock certificates made out to V.M. Ramsaur, a
postcard, a photograph of a house, and a print plate of Ste-
phen Dodson Ramseur. Given by Rick and Myra Jane Ram-
seur

« 2025.017: A collection of photographs pertaining to the
Mosteller family. Given by James Haney.

« 2025.018: A jar of Catawba indian pottery sherds. Given by
John Cutchin.

¢ 2025.019: 1961 Lincolnton telephone directory; three Finny-
sports catalogues. Given by Doris Lynch.

¢ 2025.020: Footprints in Time issues from the Gaston Lin-
coln Genealogical Society.

« 2025.021: Five books: Epley Volume 1: Our Early Ancestors;
Epley Volume 2: Adney D., Millard and James L. Eplee and
Families; Epley Volume 3: Laura Eplee Earley and Calvin A.
Eplee and Families; Epley Volume 4: Descendants of Peter and
Susannah Schrum Epley; My Life’s Story by Rev. J. Louis Price.
Given by Jane & Steve Curtis.

* 2025.022: 2 books, Horses and Riding by Edward L. Ander-
son and Breaking and Riding with Military Commentaries

by James Fillis belonging to M. E. Shipp; Major Fair’s “Horse-
manship” journal of notes; copy of a letter by John Pershing
regarding horses and automobiles in war time; a memoran-
dum about horses and events from The Calvary School in Fort
Riley, Kansas.

* 2025.023: Collection of Maurice Moore items including
pictures, name tag, newspaper clippings and event program.
Found in collection.

« 2025.024; Two knives given by Doris Lynch.

« 2025.025: Handpainted sign for Lincoln Bank of N.C. Given
by John & Deborah Mauney.

+2025.026: Materials from the Joe Nixon Collection including
a ledger, copies of North Carolina Historical Review, informa-
tion on the Hauss (Huss) and Sifford families, information on
Jeremiah Munday, materials about Unity Presbyterian Church
and other various Methodist and Baptist churches, materials
from the 1910 class at University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and information from the school, materials dealing with
Lincoln County and Cherryville schools, materials about
prison inspections, various magazines and pamphlets. Given
by the Lincoln County Board of Education.

« 2025.027: Book; For Such A Time As This: The Life of Senator
James Forrester and His Fight for Marriage in North Carolina.
Given by Mary Frances Forrester.

New and Renewed Memberships
Betty Jo Allen

Sheila Antell

William Babcock

John M. Barineau

Debbie Behling

Rondel Burke

Ola Mae Foster

John & Laura Gregory

James Hallman

Robin Johnson

Fred & June Jarrett

Jeftrey R. King

Mark & Kimberly Kurtz

Debra S. Lail

Robert Thornton

Margaret Reinhardt Tuchmann
Kathy Robinson

Robyn Willis

Thank you, Donors!
Benefactor Level
Kathy Robinson in support of the Plonk Family Cemetery

Patrol Level

Betty Jo Allen

John M. Barineau in memory of Addie Ramseur Grier
Barineau

First Federal Savings Bank in support of the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend

Contributor Level

William L. Anderson in support of the Plonk Family Ceme-
tery

William Babcock in support of the Plonk Family Cemetery
Rondel Burke

John & Laura Gregory

Debra S. Lail

Robert Thornton in support of the Plonk Family Cemetery
Margaret Reinhardt Tuchmann in memory of Ray Reinhardt
Robyn Willis in honor of Sara Sain and in memory of Pinkney
“Tot”Hull
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Rev. Henry Asbury - Warned By An Angel

Rev. Henry Asbury, son of Rev. Daniel As-
bury, the pioneer Methodist preacher, was born
in Lincoln County May 29, 1799 in Catawba
Springs Township.

Known as “a soldier of the cross,” Asbury is
recognized as the one responsible for building
the first arbor with shingles in the early years of
Rock Springs Camp Meeting. A man with a large
family, he ministered to Methodist churches in
the area for five decades.

As the story goes, Rev. Asbury was informed
by an angel that his death would be a terrible
one, and so it was. The Lincoln (N.C.) Progress
recounts the following strange story:

Another very remarkable incident is added to
the many startling things which have occurred
in these “latter days.” Our readers will remem-
ber that we gave an account of the sad death of
our venerable fellow-citizen, Rev. Henry Asbury,
which occurred on October 1, 1874. Mr. Asbury
had retired to his room and bathed his chest
with kerosene oil to relieve a pain with which he
was afflicted and which had been relieved by the
same application previously. After bathing with

the oil (by some accident of which he could give
no account) he came in contact with the blaze of
fire, and the oil igniting, he was soon enveloped
in flames. He ran into the yard, but before assis-
tance could be rendered his clothes were burned
to ashes and his body almost to a crisp. From
this painful and distressing accident he died the
same evening at 6:20 o’clock.

When his wife came to his relief in the yard,
he remarks: “I am gone, I have to die.” He then
walked into the house and when he laid down he
related the following wonderful incident of his
life:

He said that “about fourteen years ago, an
angel appeared to him, he felt the breeze of its
wings, and the angel told him that his end would
be a terrible one.” He continued: “I see it all
plainly, just as the angel told me, this is no fic-
tion,; you will find it written down in a memoran-
dum among my papers. I kept my mouth closed
to exclude the flames so I could be able to tell you
all about it. After his death the following writ-
ten memorandum was found carefully preserved
among his papers:

An Extraordinary Event of My Life.

September 10, 1859 — As I was coming

from Tate’s factory, up the river, at night,
to where my son John and my wagons were
camped, on the old plank road, an angel passed
by me. I felt the breeze of its wings, and it spoke
to me and told me what would be my end in this
life. I believe every word of God,whether spoken
by angels or men inspired, and my whole hope of
happiness here and hereafter is in God, through
Jesus Christ, His Son,and my Savior. Amen. H.
Asbury

Before he expired, Asbury is said to have bid
a tender and affectionate farewell to his family,
and laid down, folding his arms across his chest,
closed his eyes, and died without a shudder —
“His death was as peaceful and triumphant as
his life had been devoted and consistent.”

He 1s buried in Rehobeth United Methodist
Church Cemetery in Terrell.

Sources: The (Brownville Nebraska) Granger, Dec. 11, 1874,
Newspapers.com; “Camp Meeting Has Evolved Throughout
Its History,” Lake Norman Publications, by Ann Keener; https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/23934363/henry-asbury



The Tryon Resolves, continued from page one

of our Natural Freedom & Constitutional rights against
all Invasions & at the same time do Solemnly Engage

to take up Arms and Risque [sic] our lives and fortunes
in Maintaining the Freedom of our Country whenever
the Wisdom & Council of the Continental Congress of
our provincial Convention shall Declare it necessary ¢
this Engagement we will Continue in & hold Sacred till
a Reconciliation shall take place between Great Britain
& America on Constitutional principles, which we most
ardently Desire. And we do firmly agree to hold all such
persons Inimical to the liberties of America, who shall
refuse to Subscribe this Association.”

The Tryon backcountry
Committee was well versed in
governmental issues, defining
British actions as “barbarous
& bloody,” unconstitutional by
“Subjugating” colonial rights,
and plainly challenged the
mother country by taking “up
Arms and Risque our lives and
fortunes in Maintaining the
Freedom of our Country.” They
pledged support to the Conti-
nental Congress and contended
those who did not support the
“Association” were their ene-
mies.

While these strong words
echoed in the Catawba and
Broad River valleys, their next
resolution professed loyalty to
King George III, hoping for
“Reconciliation” They appealed
to King George, hoping that he would side with the
colonies against the British Parliament. To hedge their
bets, the Tryon Committee purchased items for war-salt,
iron, steel-and elected representatives to the Provincial
Congress. In other words, they assumed the duties of
government, not necessarily illegal but extra-legal.

Placing the Tryon Resolves into historical perspec-
tive as we prepare to celebrate the 250th anniversary
of our country’s independence, one is struck by the
inflammatory language, solid support for freedom and

representative government, and well-written resolutions.
Frontier Tryon County supported their freedom as did
Rowan County, New Hanover County, Mecklenburg
County, Cumberland County, Pitt County, and New
Bern, all penning resolutions opposing British aggres-
sion, governmental interference, and supporting colonial
rights. Tryon County was in step with and in the fore-
front of contemporary Patriotic activity.

The Tryon Resolves was signed by 48 “freeholders,”
which included English, Scotch-Irish, and German
citizens showing broad support and residing in what
is present Lincoln, Gaston, Cleveland, Rutherford, and
Polk Counties. They includ-
ed: John Walker, Charles
Mclean, And. Neel, Tomas
Beatty, James Cobrun, Fred-
erick Hambright, Andw.
¢ Hampton, Benjamin Hardin,
George Paris, William Gra-
® ham, Robt Harden, David
% Jenkins, Thomas Espey,
Perygren Mackness, James
McAfee, Wiliam Thomason,
Jacob Forny, Davis White-
side, John Beeman, John
Morris, Joseph Hardin, John
Robinson, Vallentine Mauny,
" George Black, Jas. Logan, Jas.
Baird, Christian Carpinter,
Abel Beatty, Joab G[German],
Jonathan Price, Jas Miller,
Petter Sides, William White-
side, John Dellinger, Georg
Dellinger [German], Samuel
Karbender, Jacob Moony Junr. John Wells, Jacob Castner,
Robert Haselip, Fried. Mauser [German], James Buchan-
an, Moses M [mark] Moore, Joseph Kuykendal, Adam
S?2, Richd Wofford, Samuel Smith, Joseph Neel, Samuel
Lofton.

Their signatures pledged support for natural and
constitutional rights and freedoms, supporting repre-
sentative government. Tryon County led in the creation
of government of the people, by the people, and for the
people! We should be proud.
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




