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The Newsletter of the Lincoln County Historical Association

THE LINCOLN COUNTY

ISTO

Collecting, Preserving, and Sharing
The LCHA celebrates 70 great years!

Sometimes you just have to toot your own
horn and this is our year!

The Lincoln County Historical Association
had its start late in 1954 with interested mem-
bers from the county’s various civic organiza-
tions. The Association was officially chartered by
the State of North Carolina on March 28, 1955.

The first meeting of the incorporators met
at the Creamland Grill and elected Sheldon M.
Roper as chairman and Polly Crisson as secre-
tary.

The original objective was to write and pro-
duce an outdoor drama to celebrate the 175th
anniversary of the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill. The
play, written by Charles Loveland of Shelby, was
a success, and the LCHA was born.

After their initial performance in June and
July of 1955, local organizer
Gladys Childs encouraged
the Association to work
toward supporting other
historical efforts in Lincoln-
ton and Lincoln County.

In January of 1956, the
Association expanded their '
performance of Thunder
Over Carolina from the previous year and in-

A 94 D |

1955 -2025

volved the Lincolnton Little Theatre, men from
the National Guard, the Pilot Club, Jaycees, and
the Lions Club.

Upon completion of Thunder Over Carolina,
the Association took a few years to reorganize
and evaluate the organization’s mission, objec-
tives, membership, and position in the county.
On June 7, 1960, the Association met in the
council room of Lincolnton’s City Hall for the
purpose of “formulating plans for the reorgani-
zation” of the organization.

Over the next two decades, the Association
increased its membership to include a number
of committees to carry out the work of preserv-
ing and presenting the rich history of Lincoln
County. To educate their members about various
aspects of the county’s history, they published
a quarterly newsletter titled “Bits and Pieces,”
starting in 1976. The Association purchased
books of local interest and donated them to the
Lincoln County Library, purchased items such
as microfilm readers for genealogists who re-
searched census records, wills, deeds, and news-
papers, and accumulated local genealogies for
the library’s vertical files. During the 1970s, the
Association acquired artifacts of local interest for
the Lincoln County Library, before a museum

— Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Association

S. Williams

We were out hiking at Rock Springs Nature Preserve and we came across two old
chimneys that face each other. Can you tell me any information about what the struc-
ture was or how old they are?

The chimneys are associat-
ed with Freeman Shelton, who
purchased the property on Little
Creek in 1822. Shelton erected a
farmstead in the early nineteenth
century and upon his death in
1869, the house and property were
inherited by members of the Lowe
family who intermarried with the
Sheltons. It remained in the Lowe
family until 1950.

The first exploration of the site
actually began back in May 2008
when Jason Harpe, then LCHA
executive director, and January
Costa, LCHA archeologist, visited
the overgrown remains. What they |
found were five structural remains |
including two stone chimneys and
associated stone foundation, wooden debris associated with a possible agricultural
outbuilding, and a possible springhouse and stone retaining wall.

A number of artifacts collected by Harpe, Costa, and LCHA volunteers during
2008, 2010, and 2016 site visits are housed at the LCHA and include scalloped
porcelain, hand-painted pearlware, and alkaline glazed stoneware sherds. Several
nails, cast iron and stove fragments, and a brass button were also uncovered.

S. Stutts
My family left me a great many heirlooms. What kinds of items do you accept?

By far, the question were asked most often is what we types of things we collect
and the answer is simple: Anything that pertains to the history of Lincolnton and
Lincoln County. Some good examples include:

« Photographs: Families, groups, architecture, events, and individuals
» Directories: Church directories, club directories

« Yearbooks from Lincoln County schools

o Family histories and genealogies

o Locally produced cookbooks (old and new)

« Military histories, church histories

o Oral histories (transcribed)

o Club, business, and institutional histories

» Government documents

« Ephemera including maps, menus, local brochures, samples of Chamber of Com-
merce publications



« Books by local authors
o Small artifacts

If you have any of these items and are interested
in donating them to the Historical Association, please
contact us at LincolnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.com or
704-748-9090.

B. Allen

Have you ever wondered about the history of the place
where you live, the people who lived on that land before
you, or maybe the people who lived in the house you lived
in before you? I have often asked such questions and have
wished for a time machine that could answer these ques-
tions.

We know the history of the United States goes back
to the indigenous people who lived here long before our
ancestors crossed the ocean. I think many of us desire to
know more about the natives who first lived here.

As interested as I am about the Indians, I am equally
interested in settlers to Lincoln County at the formation of
Lincoln County in the late 1700s. We are fortunate that
others who know and research local history have recorded
much of what they have learned. Some historians have
collected photographs from those years and compiled
books of those pictures. Those books are great treasures,
and almost always when I see one, I think I must buy it
- even though the price is higher than many books of the
same size.

Since moving back to Lincolnton this past December, I
found one of those treasure historical picture books at the
grocery store and bought it. Since then, I have spent many
enjoyable hours looking through this book, looking at the
pictures of the people, their expressions, their clothing,
as well as reading the captions under each. I have found
everyone fascinating. . . especially because I have a glimpse
of what life used to be like here.

One such picture really piqued my interest, and it
wasn't a picture, but an illustration of a train trestle over
Indian Creek. The coupling connecting the passenger train
to the locomotive snapped and while the engine cleared the
trestle along with the engineer, John Hall, two passenger
coaches and three boxcars fell into the ravine. The cars
landed one on top of the other and the overturned stoves
caught fire. This tragedy took place on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 22, 1880, on a trestle over Indian Creek! I was famil-
iar with the name “Indian Creek” and knew about where

it was located but had never heard about this sad accident
that took the lives of several people on board.

NOKTH CAKOLINA.— WRECKING OF TIE PASSENGER AND PREIGHT TRAIN AT

According to information from the book, Images of
American Lincoln County North Carolina, compiled by
Jason Harpe of the Lincoln County Historical Association,
copyright 2000, those killed were: “Samuel W. Goodson,

a Statesville agent; EW. Smith, a New York City salesman;
John E. Bloom, a mail agent of Charlotte; William McKen-
zie, a railroad brakeman of Lincolnton; and James Warlick,
a railroad brakeman of Lincolnton.” Three who survived
this accident were “S.H. Griffin, a New York salesman,
Richard Limerick, a foreman of a Cleveland County cotton
factory, and the train’s conductor, Harry Johnson.”

Once I discovered this wee bit of Lincoln County histo-
ry, I just had to go in search of this trestle to discover if it
was still there. Off I went traveling up and down roads fol-

lowing railroad tracks heading west of Lincolnton. Although

I knew little about Indian Creek, I was determined to find

the creek and find a trestle that crossed it. Fortunately, there

wasn’t much traffic on the road as I drove slowly while
searching for a trestle. I did notice a sign by the road that
said “Indian Creek” so I knew if that trestle was still here, it
would have to be close. Thankfully there were no leaves on
the trees which allowed me to see the old trestle that crosses
the creek. I decided to be satisfied just seeing it from the
road. As I looked at that trestle, I could not help but think
of the people who died there, and I said a prayer for them.

From now on, I will never pass the Indian Creek sign
and that trestle without remembering the tragedy and
thinking of the people who were there in 1880, and especial-
ly the ones who lost their lives that December day.

Thank you to the City of Lincolnton for your ongoing
support of the LCHA’s important mission to collect, pre-
serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history!
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LCHA Updates

Nora Brooks Will Portray Anna
Morrison Jackson at LCHA Meeting

We are pleased to welcome all members and the general
public to our annual LCHA
Membership meeting on June 26, 7
p.m. at the Lincoln Cultural Center
Reception Hall.

Following a brief business
meeting, Nora Brooks will bring
to life Lincoln County’s own
Anna Morrison Jackson, widow of
General Stonewall Jackson.

Brooks has performed
throughout North Carolina, South
Carolina, Virginia and eastern
Tennessee, and portrayed Abigail
Adams and Martha Washington as keynote speaker for the
Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend 2024.

The meeting is open to all. Refreshments will be served.

250 Years of the Commemoration of

the “Shot Heard ‘Round the World”

On April 19, the Catawba Valley Chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution, the Jacob Forney Chaper of the
Daubhters of the American Revolution, the American Legion,
the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office, and the Lincoln County
Historical Association partnered to commemorate the 250th

anniversary of the first shot fired of the American Revolution.

The event was held at the Lincoln County Courthouse.

Plonk Cemetery Contributions
Needed - Endowment Planned

The summer months always turn our attention to con-
trolling grass and weed growth in the field and creekbanks at
the Plonk Family Cemetery on Indian Creek. But poison ivy
isn’t our only concern.

We are making it part of our mission to create a long-

term plan for the cemetery. These plans include establishing a
fund that will guarantee care at the site for years to come, ad-
ditional informational signage and development of park-like
amenities that will benefit county residents and encourage
visitation to this historic site.

Support that you provide through donations makes main-
tenance and improvement possible. It further promotes the
broader story of the proud Plonk Family that settled, lived,
worked, and died.

To donate, send your check, memo line “Plonk” to the
LCHA at 403 East Main Street, Lincolnton, NC 28092.
Together we work to collect, preserve, and share Lincoln
County’s rich history for future generations.

Recent Accessions

2025.007: Pit Privies: How to Build and Maintain Them.:
Special bulletin No. 507 from NC State Board of Health, 1933.
Given by John Perkins

2025.008: Letters to the family of Alphonzo L. Mauney dated
from 1913 to 1927, along with two black and white photos
and a letter from 1944. Given by Billy and Carole Howell.

2025.009: Book: Crowe Mansion, Home of John and Alda
Crow. Given by Christopher Boyles.

2025.010: Map of antebellum Lincoln County given by Kath-
ryn Reinhardt.

2025.011: Ledger found in collection.

2025.012: Postcard with picture of Daniels Church parsonage
on front given by Bill Beam.

2025.013: American flag, photograph in a frame, and obituary
of Hilda Wilkinson Becker. Given by Fred Hatley.

2025.014: University of North Carolina Term Report, June 6,
1917. Found in collection.

2025.015; 25 genealogical books about Lincoln County given
by Candice Workman of McDowell County Public Library

New and Renewed Memberships
Margaret Lantz Birke
Robert & Sandra Bisaner
Jean Cherry

Frances Dellinger

Shelly Roper Early

Dave & Linda Edwards
Allan Elomaa

Wilson W. Farrell
Josephine M. Hill

Lee Killian

Jay & Jessica Kuster

Vicki Kopf

Steve & Sara Miller

Larry & Sharon Mosteller



Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar

Saturday, June 14

10 a.m.

Friday, June 20
6 p.m.

June 21 and 22
Starts at 10 a.m.

James Patrick Mundy
William R. (Bill) Powers
Wayne Premo

Alice Ramsey

Linda C. Rudisill

Betsy Speed

Herbert Stanford, 111
Robert B. Thornton
Rosalind Nolen Welder

Wreathlaying Ceremony at the Mass Grave

Bring a chair and join the Catawba Valley Chapter

of the Sons of the American Revolution and the Jacob
Forney Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution and guests for the annual wreathlaying

at the mass grave. Jeb Seagle Drive across from the
LHS football stadium and near the entrance to Battle-
ground School.

2025 Jacob Forney Patriots Gala

Join the Jacob Forney Daughters of the American Revolution for a night of celebra-
tion and patriotism at the Lincoln Cultural Center. Dress to impress in your best

red, white, and blue attire as we honor those who fought and served at the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill. Tickets are $40, and include delicious food and entertainment. To pur-
chase tickets, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-jacob-forney-patriots-gala-tick-
ets-1315721280769?aff=oddtdtcreator

2025 Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend

The Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend commemorates the June 20, 1780
Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, when Whigs met Tories on a hillside just outside the little
town of Lincolnton. Explore a Revolutionary War encampment, demonstrations, ven-
dors, hearth cooking demonstrations by the Lincoln County Hearth Cooks, battlefield
tours. All activities located in and around the Christian Reinhardt cabin on Jeb Seagle
Drive near the Lincolnton High School stadium. Free and open to the public. Hosted by
the Lincoln County Historical Association.

A detailed schedule of events will soon be available on LincolnCountyHistory.com.

Annual Membership Meeting.

Brief business meeting followed by speaker Nora Brooks who will portray Anna Mor-
rison Jackson, widow of Andrew “Stonewall” Jackson. Reception Hall of the Lincoln
Cultural Center. Not just for members — all are welcome to attend. Refreshments.

Contributor Level

Margaret Lantz Birke in support of the newsletter

Jean Cherry

Frances Dellinger in memory of Mary Dellinger

Allan Elomaa in honor of Addie Mae Elomaa

Wilson W. Farrell in memory of C.C. Wrenshall

Josephine M. Hill

Jay & Jessica Kuster in honor of Steve & Jeannie Bailey and in mem-
ory of David Heavner

Larry & Sharon Mosteller

William R. (Bill) Powers in memory of 5th great-grandparents Peter

ThCIﬂk YOU, DOﬂOl’S! &Nancy Forney

Benefactor Level
Linda C. Rudisill

Patrol Level

Vicki Kopf

James Patrick Mundy in memory of James Rufus Mundy, Lincolnton
High School Class of 1938

Wayne Premo in memory of Carl Wayne Ramsey

Carolyn Heafner in memory of Robert Williams Betsy Speed

Herbert Stanford, III
Rosalind Nolen Welder
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70 Years, continued from page one
was created to properly preserve and exhibit these items.

Beginning in 1976, members of the Association
adopted new bylaws and met monthly to present local
historic information on its members and guests. Mem-
bers participated in the county’s celebration of America’s
bicentennial by assembling items for an organizational
parade with the theme “The Way It Was.”

During the 1970s, the Association printed a local

historical map, gave tours of local historic sites, reprinted

writings from the county’s foremost historian, Alfred
Nixon, and in 1979 joined with the Lincoln County
Camera Club to publish a book of writings and photo-
graphs titled “Past-Present-Future.” That same year, the
Association applied for and received non-profit, tax-ex-
empt status fro

Preservation Work — LCHA and St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church volunteers work together to preserve historic
headstones.

As the county’s only organization with a mission of
collecting and preserving local history, the Association
regularly received requests to assist with genealogical
research, historical properties research, and historical
preservation including the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill bat-
tlefield.

Nearly thirty years after the premiere of the first
Thunder Over Carolina, the Lincoln Arts Council part-
nered with the Association for a new theatrical produc-
tion directed by written and directed by Barrie Howard
and presented at the Lincoln Citizens Center.

It is during this period that the Association first
began its discussions concerning the acquisition and
preservation of local artifacts. After learning that a

number of local families had donated their family col-
lections to other institutions, the Association included in
the minutes of their board meetings that “if any papers
pertain to history of the county...[we] would like to see
them remain in the county” In 1983, the Lincoln County
Board of Commissioners created a local historic proper-
ties commission to designate local properties of historic
value as local historic landmarks and work to acquire,
manage, and preserve these local landmarks. Many of
the activities of each of these organizations were, and
remain, coordinated by individuals who serve jointly

on the Association’s board of directors and the Historic
Preservation Commission.

One of the greatest challenges to the Association
since its inception came in 1987 with the forming of
the Lincoln County Museum of History. At this time,
Lincoln County purchased the landmark First Baptist
Church at 403 East Main St., which had been used as
the Lincoln Campus of Gaston College for several years
prior.

In 1991 the former church was remodeled, due
largely to a one million dollar grant from the Timken
Foundation. For many years the Lincoln County Histor-
ical Association had dreamed of an opportunity to open
a museum and house donated and loaned artifacts and
objects. As an original member of the Lincoln Cultural

OUNTY

Center the Association opened the Lincoln County Mu-
seum of History in conjunction with the opening of the
Lincoln Cultural Center.

In 1993, the Association hired its first museum
curator. With funds provided by the City of Lincolnton,
the organization planned to utilize this position for the
betterment of the organization by allowing this new



“Making Faces” with Michael Ball!

%

Our April 12 workshop, “Making Faces With Michael Ball,” was a huge success thanks to Michael’s creative lead-
ership and a group of about 45 enthusiastic “mud-daubers.” The workshop was made possible through a North Car-
olina Natural and Cultural Resources Grassroots Arts Program distributed locally by the Lincoln Cultural Center. The LCHA

hopes to hold more hands-on workshops to highlight regional skills and traditions.

position to oversee museum projects with assistance from
various committees and volunteers. On August 17, 1993,
the organization hired Ralph Farmer, III to serve as the
first director/curator of the Lincoln County Museum of
History.

From November 1996 to December 2018, the As-
sociation was led by Jason Harpe, and the organization
embarked on a journey that its founders never would
have imagined. Under his direction, the organization
undertook a plethora of activities and events that ranged
from large scale exhibitions to collaborations with other
history-related organizations in the county. The Asso-
ciation exhibited growth in the areas of membership,
community outreach, collaborations, and one-of-a-kind
personal collections.

In 2013, the Association acquired the Mundy House
from the county and currently leases the property to the
East Lincoln Historical Society as a house museum.

Fast forward to today. Thanks to a gift by the Elea-
nor Porter family and a $90,000 grant from The Timken
Family Foundation, the LCHA is working diligently to
preserve the circa 1810 Doctors’ House at 202 West Main
Street which, when finished, will serve as a house muse-
um.

The current board of directors remains mindful of the
commitment and dedication that so many members over
the years have provided the organizations. These passion-
ate Lincoln County historians include names like Mercer
and Peggy Simmons, Frank Hull Crowell, Darrell Harkey,

Jean and Buddy Funderburk, Kay and Daniel Barefoot,
Helen Peeler, Lorena Eaker, Phillip Leonard, Ann Keener,
David Heavner, Gaither Shrum, Ann and Robert Del-
linger, Elsie Keever, John and Lila Friday, Bill Beam, and
Joe and Ruth Leonard. Though these men and women are
memorialized in the organization’s archives, they deserve
special recognition for their many years of hard work to
establish this Association and setting it on a firm founda-
tion.

As we look forward to another 70 years, we will con-
tinue to adhere to our mission to collect, preserve, and
share Lincoln County’s rich history through exhibits,
research resources, workshops, and programs for all ages
and interests.

The Christian Reinhardt cabin at the Ramsour’s Mill
Battleground serves as the centerpiece for battle re-

enactors and hearth cookers to demostrate life in the
1700s.
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




