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Power for the People!
Lincoln County sparks with rural electrification
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As part of the New Deal legislation, Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Rural
Electrification Administration (REA) in May

During the shortest, darkest days of the year,
I often wonder how our grandparents managed
when darkness fell early and the family depend-

ed on oil lamps for that little circle of light to
complete chores and reading, never mind the
heat, work-saving appliances, and entertainment
we take for granted. Our grandparents remem-
bered wood burning cookstoves, and fetching
water from the well pump morning and evening.

Yes, things were very dim until electricity
became available around 1908 in Lincolnton, but
didn’t reach some rural areas, including parts of
Lincoln County, until the 1950s.

1935. It was designed to not only bring electric-
ity to rural areas, but to create jobs post-depres-
sion. Because costs were high for the return on
investment, power companies were reluctant to
invest. Communities formed cooperatives in or-
der to get the job done.The first significant spark
for rural electrification was in April, 1935 with
the establishment of the North Carolina Rural
Electrification Authority (REA). It cleared the
way for carrying electricity into the state’s rural
areas.

— Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association
Speak Up For Children

The restoration of th Doctors’ House by the Lincoln County Historical Association is an
amazing task. It will certainly benefit the Lincoln County community and preserve another
landmark for many to enjoy.

The members of Speak Up For Children are very grateful that the house was open to the
public for ur very successful Holiday Tour of Homes.

We are most appreciative and thankful to all who helped make it a great night!

Congratulations on your very successful fundraiser and the work you do to support
foster children in our area. The LCHA was very proud to be able to open up our property
for such as worthy cause! Hopefully soon we will be open with regular hours for all to
enjoy.

Shari Richard

In the January 2024 meeting of The
Lincoln Quilters, a “Challenge” was put
out to the members of our guild — your
BIRTH City. The theme was anything the
city was known for, your favorite place/
activity in the city, or what made the city
special to you. Size was between 48”- 96”
in any original design. The projects were
due at the January 2025 meeting.

As I thought about this, I remembered
all the old photos of buildings that have
served my family over the years of my life.
Since I love Lincolnton and I love photog-
raphy, this all started coming together. I
started with some ideas, however, I wasn’t
satisfied with the design yet! I had called
the Lincoln Co. Historical Association to
get help from Carole with the photos that
I was needing. With this part behind me,
on Sunday morning (1-12-2025) a clock
in our home caught my attention... That’s
it!!! This would give mea format where all
of the photos could be used.

The design of the clock was oval with a background of antique looking fabric, Roman
numerals cut from black velvet fabric, hands that I cut from vinyl siding, a hanger made from
a wooden curtain ring (painted the hands and ring black), and photos. The photos are as
follows... Crowell Memorial Hospital (where I was born), City Hall, Carolina First National
Bank (our bank), Century Theater (where my husband and I had our first date), The North
State Hotel, The Inverness Hotel, the A&P Food Store, a side street view of the line at the
Century Theater, and a photo of Main Street looking toward the Courthouse. These photos in
and around the clock face make me and others smile as we remember the past!!

The name of the wall-hanging is “A Time Ago.” These were times of peace and love from
our families and friends of Lincolnton including the surrounding areas of our com-
munity. On Thursday evening of January 16, 2025, the clock wall-hanging was entered at
the LQ guild. The members voted on the entries, and the clock won “Viewer’s Choice” and
“Best of Show” awards!! Was I in shock- speechless — and this rarely happens...it won both
categories!!

A special thanks to the Historical Association for their help!




Doctors’ House Opening a Festive Event

Friday, December 13, marked a significant turning
point in the future of LCHA's Doctors’ House & Muse-

um. More than 500 guests took advantage of the sold-out

Speak Up for Children Holiday Tour of Homes to inau-

gurate what will soon become a showplace for history at

202 West Main Street.
==_
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LCHA volunteer Jeannie Bailey puts finishing touches
on the sign directing visitors to the Doctors’ House. The
entire house was decorated in seasonal greenery and
fruit, much like it would have been decorated by the
family throughout its 200+ years.

The LCHA was proud to be included in the semi-an-
nual event, which supports services for local foster
children. Board members spent many volunteer hours
readying the house for guests, which included bouquets
of fragrant holiday greenery in the style that would have
been used in the late 1800s. Docents, many in period
dress, guided the guests through a timeline of the owners
of the house, which was built beginning around 1810.

Special guests for our holiday open house were four

members of the Eleanor Porter family who visited Lin-
colnton for the first time since donating the Doctor’s
House to the LCHA in 2022. Seated left to right are
Marion Porter Mathiason and Claire Porter Harrison;
standing left to right are Mark and Lindsey Porter,
the family of the late Eleanor Rodd Porter, and direct
descendants of Dr. Martin L. Brown and Dr. John M.
Pressley.

Currently the house is filled with objects from the
LCHA collection that includes furniture crafted by Edgar
James, and many pieces that were original to the house,
including a grand piano that was built pre-1840. Visitors
were fascinated with the upstairs ballroom, which can be
converted to bedrooms, and the hand-painted doors. Of
particular interest to guests was the “Lincolnton Room”
with familiar photos and a video of downtown Lincoln-
ton and the Doctors’ House “the way it was.”

Music was provided by Loretta Beam and Rick &
Myra Ramseur. The Lincolnton Olde Towne Carolers
provided holiday cheer on the front porch.

“The Doctors’ House remains a work in progress, but
our ultimate goal is to see it open as an historic house
museum,” says LCHA president Carole Howell.
Preservation work continues, thanks to a generous grant
by the Timken Company. The next steps include paint-
ing inside and out and window restoration.

Thank you to the City of Lincolnton for your ongoing
support of the LCHA’s important mission to collect, pre-
serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history!

/R

Lincoli;lto:i NC

Near the City.Near the Mountains. Near Perfect.
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LCHA Updates

Welcome Dr. Haney!

Among recent visitors to The Doctors’ House on West
Main Street, Lincolnton, was Dr. James Haney, former Chair-
man of the Historic Carson House in McDowell County.

His host for the visit was Bill C. Beam, board member of the
Lincoln County Historical Society.

Dr. Haney sees the opening of the Doctors’ House as a
major milestone in the conservation of historic structures
in Lincoln County that will add significantly to history of
domestic life in the nineteen century, especially useful for
public school teachers offering instruction in North Carolina
history- judging by McDowell County’s utilization of the Car-
son House.

Haney was especially gratified to see the impressive
collection of period furnishings already in the house and
encouraged the further search for and acquisition of addition-
al pieces that would illumine the vocational lives of the men
and women who once occupied the house.

“Jim” Haney, who holds a Ph.D. from Yale University,
is retired from the parish ministry and college teaching at
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN. Following his retirement
to McDowell County in 1997, he served as Chaiman of the
Historic Carson Board for eight years and continues to be
active as a Board Member. He is known in Lincoln County for
his extensive history of Trinity Lutheran Church at Vale, and
his authorship of a history of the Mosteller/Marsteller families
in Germany and North America., as well as a biography of the
early Lincoln County merchant, Georg Gerhardt Gerding.

New and Renewed Memberships

William Anderson
Steve & Jeannie Bailey
B.C. Ballard

Loretta Beam

Harry L. Brogden
Rondel Burke

Joan Mundy Bustle
Doug Bynum

William Bynum

Larry Carpenter

Robert C. Carpenter
Len Clemmer

Ann M. Dellinger

Janet Duckworth
Martin & Jill Eaddy
Rachel Eickemeyer
Julia Caudle Fields

Jane Finger

Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Goff
Elaine Gomez

Ann Graham

Linda C. Grant

Stanley & Peggy Hasty
Bill & Carole Howell
John Lantz

Sammy & Karen Ledbetter
Claude & Kathy Loving
John Mauney

Deanie Michael

Gary & Viola Montgomery
Debbie O’Neal

Michael Ottinger

Jerry & Gayle Park

Dale & Rebecca Punch
Rick & Myra Ramseur
Margaret B. Reinhardt
Jody & Ann Rhyne
Spurgeon Roberts

Ken & Linda Harrill Rudisill
Nelta Sain

Martha W. Sharpe
Richard & Patsy Smith
Mr. & Mrs. William Stark
Peggy Toft

Randy & Sue Zimtbaum

Thank you, Donors!

Sustainer Level
Jill Eaddy

Frances Lena, Plonk Family Cemetery

Benefactor Level
Martin Eaddy

Peggy Toft in gratitude to Steve & Jeannie Bailey



Upcoming Events

Saturday, Feb. 1
10 - 4 p.m.

Fourth Annual Burning of the Baggage

Celebrating General Cornwallis’ burning of his bag-

gage on January 24, 1781 in his pursuit of Nathaniel
Greene. Revolutionary War encampment, food, bon-

fire, cabin, demos, program, refreshments.

Educational, free, and everyone welcome!

Join us at the Christian Reinhardt cabin near the
Lincolnton High School Football Stadium. Sponsored

by LCHA.

George Washington Tea

Sunday, Feb. 16
2 p.m.

OF THE

BAGGAGE

Join the Jacob Forney Daughters of the American

Revolution as they celebrate George Washington’s
birthday with a formal tea. Special speaker is William Anderson.

Lincoln Cultural Center Reception Hall. Tickets are $10, seating is limited. To
purchase tickets, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/4th-annual-george-washing-
ton-tea-tickets-1210037949079?aff=oddtdtcreator

Patron Level

William L. Anderson in memory of Margaret Plonk Anderson
Robert C. Carpenter, newsletter sponsorship, Plonk Family Ceme-
try

Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Goff, Netview Inc.

Bill & Carole Howell, newspaper sponsorship

Michael Ottinger

Contributor Level

Steve & Jeannie Bailey

Harry L. Brogden

Rondel Burke

Larry Carpenter in honor of Bill & Matt Carpenter
Len Clemmer, newsletter sponsorship

Janet Duckworth

Ann M. Dellinger, newsletter sponsorship in memory of Ann
Keener who wrote the first LCHA newsletters

Julia C. Fields in memory of Frances Stone Caudle
Ann Graham in memory of General Joseph Graham
John Lantz

Sammy & Karen Ledbetter

Deanie Michael

Dale & Rebecca Punch

Rick & Myra Ramseur

Margaret B. Reinhardt in memory of Bobby Steve Reinhardt
Ken & Linda Harrill Rudisill

Nelta Sain

Richard & Patsy Smith

Randy & Sue Zimtbaum

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Len Clemmer
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
Kay Johnson Mann
Marshall Ramsey
David & Frances Rhyne
Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and share
our rich Lincoln County. Besides events, speakers, edu-
cational workshops, exhibits, and a research library, we
reach out to members six times each year via newsletter.
As we continue publication of a sixth year of The Histo-
rian, we urge you to support us with one-year newsletter
sponsorship of $100. Simply note on your donation that
youd like for your gift to be in support of the newsletter.
We urge both individuals and businesses to be part of
this outreach, which we distribute to members and to the
public via the Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County
Room and the Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln County
educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, please consid-
er becoming a sponsor.
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Cross Woodis: Lincoln County’s Oldest Living Person

In an unmarked grave at Caldwell Presbyterian
Church in Huntersville, lies Lincoln County’s and possi-
bly the oldest Tar Heel of record at 120 years old.

His story was first told by Alfred Nixon, chronicler of
Lincoln County history, who knew Woodis when he was
already up in age. In the 1860 census, he reported his age
as 100, but was in good health and doing considerable la-
bor. In fact, Woodis was recorded that year to be the only
farmer in Lincoln County who was growing rice.

Woodis, Nixon reports, was a mullato born free in
Mecklenburg County before the Revolution and bound
to a white man named Curtis until the age of 21. He
carried a certificate of his freedom referred to as his “free
papers,” which were also convincing evidence of his age.
His principle work was digging wells, but he was also
known as a water witch, almost unerring in locating
water for his clients.

Using a forked peach tree sprout, he would hold one
prong in each hand with the angle up toward his eyes,
then walk about the area until the switches would turn,
the angle coming down beneath his hands. It’s said that
by continuous trials, he could determine the exact loca-
tion where the water was closest to the surface and could
also estimate its depth. He once bragged that he had dug
a well so deep that when he hit water he could hear a
rooster crowing in China.

As a young black man, Woodis married a free black
woman who, when the southern states began restricting
the rights of free negroes, determined that they should
move to the free state of Ohio. He told his wife to go
ahead with her relatives and that he wojuld follow. He
never did, except for a visit. After many years of sepa-
ration from his first wife, he married another free black
woman in North Carolina.

He spent many years in Cabarrus County but lived in
Lincoln County during his advanced years in a cabin on
the farm of William King near Catawba Springs.

“Uncle Cross” was known for his memory and wit.
At one point, he was asked to tell the biggest lie he ever
told. He answered, “By de god’s sir, I never told a lie in
my life,” but with a twinkle in his eye said, “well sir, I
done give you my biggest, when I told you I had never
told a lie in my life”

He claimed to have witnessed the British with they

passed through and described the appearance and
splended horsemanship of Colonel Tarleton. He swore
that he once killed a British soldier while guarding a
cache of guns during the Revolution. Throughout the
area, the ultimate charaterization of a ‘yarn-spinner’ was
to be “as big a liar as Old Cross.”

Woodis had also been a bee hunter, constantly in
search for wild bees and their honey. One immense tree
when chopped landed the wrong way and, falling into
the Catawba river “sweetened it for five miles up, and I
don’t know how fur down, sir”

What, Nixon asks, was the great secret of Woodis’
great longevity? Nixon surmised that it could have been
his strong constitution coupled with a keen appetite and
fine digestion. Other contributing factors were his out
of doors existence, manual labor, and constant cheerful-
ness.

“On the other hand,” Nixon writes, “He had suffered
from dissipation and exposure; chewed tobacco, was
fond of his pipe, and claimed that his days were short-
ened by the excessive use of strong drink””

According to Nixon, he died at the home of his
daughter in Mecklenburg County and is buried at Cald-
well with no stone marking his grave, “but his memory is
inscribed on many hearts, and his name and stories will
be handed down to generations yet unborn.”

“HE BRIGHTENED THE
CIRCLE IN WHICH HE WAS
AN ACTOR, AND DISPENSED
LIBERALLY FROM A FUND
OF REMINISCENCE THAT
CHARMED ALL AGES. |
NEVER HEARD ANYTHING
DISHONORABLE CHARGED TO
HIS ACCOUNT. INDEED, GOOD
NATURE 1S THE VERY AIR OF A
GOOD MIND, THE SIGN OF A
LARGE AND GENEROUS SOUL,
AND THE PECULIAR SOIL IN
WHICH VIRTUE PROSPERS.”

— ALFRED NIXON
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Nonagenarian Earl Scronce remembers when “the juice”
was wired to his home near Howard’s Creek School in
western Lincoln County.

Born in 1927, Lincoln County native Earl Scronce
remembers the days of kerosene lamps and wood
stoves. He also remembers when the power came on.

“I was still going to school at Howard’s Creek, so I
was 11 or younger,” he recalls. “The power company put
up poles about halfway down Highway 182. then down
to Bethphage. A man named Joe Sigmon, we called him
‘Electric Joe, would come and run a line from the pole
to your attic, and what you got was a line with a socket
on the end to plug in a lightbulb. That’s all you got.” He
added that because of their location, Howard’s Creek
School got lights they same time his family did.

“It wasn’t until I was a student at Union School that
we got outlets for the house,” recalls Scronce. “Marshall
Leonhardt went to Raleigh and got his electrical license
to put in the lines. There weren’'t many electricians be-
cause not too many had power.

“Later on, we electric fenced in the hog lots and a
put in a light for the cow. I was pretty old then. We boys

would grab a’hold of the electric wire and see how long
you could hold on to the lines. Sometimes we would
stand in a line and hold the wire, but you didn’t want to
be the last in line because that was who would get the
shock”

In their book, Reep Family History of N.C., Jacob
an Lewis Reep write: “During the time Dad and Mama
lived in Boone, Aunt Katy and Uncle Edney Houser
lived with Grandma Reep. In this period Ed Grigg, Un-
cle Clarence and Uncle Edney built an electric generat-
ing plant on the branch near the property line between
Mr. Grigg and Uncle Clarence’s land. This setup was
unique in that it furnished electric lights to the three
farmsteads. Even the barns were wired for lights. The
power system was made by damming up the branch
and using an overshot waterwheel to pull a generator.

“This system was used from about 1929 until 1936.
The REA brought modern electric service to the farm in
1939, The first electric appliance we had was a Maytag
washing machine bought for sixty dollars from the sale
of a cow. This washer was a wonderful addition to our
large family”

In 1935, only a little more than three percent of
North Carolina farms enjoyed the advantages of elec-
tricity. Some areas actually rejected the change, and
farmers went out by night and filled in the postholes
dug the day before. In the early years, some even re-
ferred to the electrical cooperatives as communist orga-
nizations. Other farmers, excited about the prospect of
electricity, began meeting at night to apply to the REA
for the federally appropriated funds to build lines, and
worked to help clear the right-of-way and pull power
lines by mule.

Just imagine the wonder of having lights after dark,
indoor bathrooms, hot water, and all the conveniences
and work-saving appliances that came soon after the
switch was finally flipped. By 1950, most rural homes
had power thanks to rural electrification. According to
a Lincoln Times article on April 1, 1954, Lincoln Coun-
ty had 739 total miles of rural electric lines installed
according to a 1953 survey. The number of rural con-
sumers was 5,298. The survey also showed that more
than 94% of North Carolina was electrified, consider-
ably above the nation as a whole at 90.8%.

— Carole Howell

A=)

07



Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE PAID

LINCOLN COUNTY
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

403 East Main St.
Lincolnton, NC 28092

Lincolnton, NC

Permit No. 170

C=P-

The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




