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Courthouse Clock S§till Ticking

Finally home where it belongs

They say “what goes around
comes around.” And like both
hands of a clock eventually return
to twelve, so has the tower clock
from the 1856 red brick court
house returned to its home to
keep time in Lincoln County.

For years the tower clock rang
the hours for the town of Lincol-
nton, its four clock faces marking
time for merchants and visitors
and townspeople. After the court
house was torn down in 1921, the
clockworks, pendulum and faces
were removed.

“We know that for a period of
time, the clock was in the hands
of E.L. Honeycutt of Davidson,
NC,” said Bill Beam of the LCHA.
“In 1977 it was sold to clock
collector Calvin Coble of Mebane,
NC. The LCHA has been in con-
tact with him for many years”

“When I purchased the clock
in 1977, Mr. Honeycutt told me
that it had come from the Lin-
coln County court house,” says
Coble, who has been collecting
clocks since he was 17. “It’s rare to
find one, especially in such great
original condition.” He explained
that first of all there were very few
tower clocks made and that most
of them wound up in scrap yards.

The Historical Association is proud to have acquired the
Sperry tower clock that once graced the top of the Lincoln
County courthouse from 1856 to 1921. Pictured unloading the
heavy clockworks are LCHA board members Matt Boles, Steve
Bailey, Bill Beam, and clock collector Brian Beam. The clock is
currently on display at the Lincoln County Historical Muse-

um, Lincoln Cultural Center along with an eight-foot long
pendulum.

— Conftinued on page 7
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Letters to the Association
Edwin Bridges

I have cancelled a planned trip to the NC mountains
but will still be flying to Charlotte. Id like to come by and
see your genealogical resources. To give you some sense of
my ancestry, the names of my 4th and 5th great grandpar-
ents include Epley, Rudisill, Beam, Hoyle, Schrum, Helmic,
and many more, and on a totally unrelated branch - Sher-
rill.

UPDATE: Thanks for letting me visit and use the
library on Thursday. Since I have another day available, I
am planning to come back again on Saturday. As promised,
here is some info about me:

My facebook profile includes a lot of genealogical posts
and North Carolina history - https://www.facebook.com/
edwin.bridges.54

It also is the entry to some of the groups I administer,
including this one for the Southern Appalachians - https://
www.facebook.com/groups/503779373150278

My genealogical profile on WikiTree - https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bridges-5363
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Edwin, we enjoyed having you in the office for the two days that you spent with us and
would would love to see you return. Please stay in touch and visit us any time!

William E. Bryson, Afton, VA

I'm trying to find the location of a mill operated by my great great grandfather: John
Howard Sharp. It was given to him by C.L. Hunter, his father in law. C.L. Hunter is buried
at Machpelah Presbyterian Church. He was related to Hoke, Abernathy, Reinhardt, and
Brevard. Do you have any information as to its location? Also the location of the home of
Dr. C.L. Hunter. I understand that it burned shortly after his death. Peter Forney was also a
great great grandfather.

Also wondering if you have a copy of C.L. Hunter’s book, “History of Western North
Carolina” ?

Cyrus Lee Hunter’s plantation, known as “Vine Hill”, was located a few miles west of
the village of Lowesville on the Old Plank Road. His lands adjoined the Castanea Presby-
terian Church in Lucia, now Gaston County, and the story goes that he died one day upon
returning home from church. His home did burn in the late 1800s, and I believe it was lo-
cated on a hill at the intersection of present June Dellinger Road and Hines Circle. Sadler’s
Mill, later owned by C.L. Hunter and passed on to his daughter, Sophia, and son-in-law,
John Howard Sharp, was on the banks of Killian’s Creek, exact location unidentified, but
located near Gold Hill Missionary Baptist Church. The land that GHMBC is located was
sold to former enslaved people of the Hunter family and neighboring plantations in 1872
to form a church that is still in existence today. The LCHA recently acquired the one acre
Peter Forney family cemetery, and along with the Vesuvius Chapter of the DAR, worked to
have the stones restored and preserved. We hope that you are able to visit Lincoln County
soon. — Matt Boles

Editor’s Note — Yes, we have a copy of Dr. Hunter’s book in our library, but it is also avail-
able for purchase online. We found it on Thriftbooks.

Kathy Birke, Fayetteville, NC

Congratulations to you for a wonderful Daniels Lutheran Church Cemetery Tour on No-
vember 2nd. When I discovered the announcement for it, I decided to drive from Fayetteville
to attend this 250th anniversary celebration.



The tour held a special meaning for me. As a descendant
of the Lantz family, I have a number of ancestors and rela-
tives buried there. Sitting inside Daniels Reformed Church
that evening reminded me of Sunday services right there with
my grandparents when I was a child visiting them.

That you hosted it at night really enhanced the event.
Reenactors illuminated by candlelight and graves by torch- ALCHA membgry/_)ép or g;ft
light created a moving experience. From outside even the
Reformed Church put on a show, as its stained glass windows 11 honor or memory of a friend or loved one makes a

lowed from inside lights. . . .
g Manj; thanks to yfur association, reenactors, volunteers, thoughtful holiday gift for your history lover.
and Daniels Lutheran Church members. In providing this
tour, you not only educated us, but you made history come
alive. Use the form on the back of this newsletter or

visit our website at LincolnCountyHistory.com

We have heard .nf)thlng but great feedback from both and click on the “Become a Member/Make a Do-
the guests and participants of this wonderful event. It was

a joint venture by Daniels Lutheran, the LCHA and its vol- nation” link. Questions ¢ Call the Association at
unteers, and members of the Catawba Valley Chapter Sons 828-777-8707.

of the American Revolution and the Jacob Forney Chapter
of the Daughters of the Revolution. LCHA board member
Bill Beam wrote the scripts that brought our ancestors to
life in such a moving way.

Members of the North Carolina Folk Art Society paid a visit to Lincolnton on November 9. Their busy itenerary
included a visit to the Lincoln County Museum of History to view the Lem Nolen painting collection and a tour of

the Doctors’ House. Photo by Bill Beam.

Thank you to the City of Lincolnton for your ongoing
support of the LCHA’s important mission to collect, pre-
serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history! Lincoln
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LCHA Updates
Good Reads

o

UTHERN APPALACHIAN STUDIES,

THE BREVARD
ROSENWALD SCHOOL

Black Education and Community
Building in a Southern
Appalachian Town, 1920-1966

1\ '

A History, 18605-1970s
SCHOOL SEGREGATION
IN WESTERN
NoRTH GAROLINA

2 iy &

Guest author and educator Betty Jamerson Reed was our
guest speaker at Mount Vernon Baptist Church and Mount
Vernon Rosenwald School on November 2. Her books, The
Brevard Rosenwald School; Black Education and Commu-
nity Building in a Southern Appalachian Town, 1920-1966
published in 2004, and School Segregation in Western North
Carolina, A History, 1860s-1970s, are available on Amazon.

Betty asks that if you purchase and read her books that
you will be kind and leave a reader review on Amazon.

Historical Paint Analysis

In October, the LCHA board welcomed Betty Prime of
Meador’s Conservation, an architectural conservation compa-
ny in Charleston, SC, to conduct a paint analysis of different
areas of the Doctors’ House jmm
at 202 West Main Street. | |
Our goal is to determine
paint colors used over the
200 years of the property
by analyzing the many
samples and make recom-
mendation for the proper
types and colors of paint
we should use for period
authenticity. We're looking
forward to what these tiny
chips of paint have to tell
us about the history of the /2 '
Doctors’ House. Photo by
Matt Boles

Recent Accessions

2024.026 Book, The Link Family: Antecedents and Descen-
dants of John Jacob Link, 1417-1951 by Paxson Link; 1951
Donated by Matt and Neal Boles
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On November 9, the LCHA provided a venue for a
genealogical workshop for the Jacob Forney Daughters
of the American Revolution. If you are interested in
history and your family roots, and you think that you
may have an ancestor who served during the Ameri-
can Revolution, contact LCHA for information on DAR
chapters in your area.

2024.027 Book; Church in the Vale: Celebrating 150 Years of
Plateau United Methodist & Community by Casey Bumgar-
ner and Sara Sain; 2010. Donated by Sara Sain

2024.029 Scrapbook of Yoder family and Scrapbook of Lantz
family, each containing genealogy, clippings, and photographs
(both original and copies); Laminated original page from
Times-News Magazine dated March 17, 1967 with headline
“Some of the Stately Homes of the Reepsville Section” with
photos of houses, photos and text by Gladys Childs; Enlarged
copy of the 1787 Lantz land deed; Photocopy of a hand drawn
family tree labeled “Pioneer Deitrich Ramsauer and His
Descendants”; 2 Laminated original pages from The Charlotte
Observer from May 8, 1945. The front page headline reads
“Nazis Surrender”. Both pages full of headlines about Victory
in Europe day. Donated by Margaret Birke

2024.030 Daniels Lutheran Church 250th Anniversary Book-
let, 1774-2024 Donated by Bill Beam

New and Renewed Memberships
John Anderson

William & Marie Babcock
Janet Duckworth

Delores H. Edwards

Pat Hance

Toni Hatch

Wayne & Betty Jones
Barbara Preston

David & Frances Rhyne
Lillian Richardson

Kathy M. Robinson

Linda Rudisill

Martha Baker Rudisill



Upcoming Events

Stand Up For Children Holiday Tour of Homes
The Lincoln County Historical Association is very
excited to participate in this year’s tour by opening the
Doctors’ House to the public for the first time! Other
properties on this year’s tour include the Hoyle-Ander-
son House, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, the Arrow-
wood Home and Shadowlawn. Tickets $25 and $30 at
the door, available at The Lincoln Cultural Center,
Home Place Restaurant, Amy’s Closet, 7th Moon
Boutique and online at www.speakupforchildren.us.
Tickets are $25 or $30 at the door. Rain or shine.

Dec. 13
4-9pm.

1=

Proceeds of this event will benefit the foster children
of Lincoln County. Join us and enhance your Christmas spirit by helping to provide for
the unmet needs of our Lincoln County foster children.

Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides

Robert Thornton
Todd Willis

Thank you, Donors!
Historian Level
David & Frances Rhyne

Benefactor Level
Linda Rudisill

Patron Level
Helene Gaillet de Neergaard in memory of her parents, Emile
P. Gaillet and Elizabeth Avot

Contributor Level

John Anderson in support of the Plonk Family Cemetery
Pat Hance

Marshall Ramsey, Newsletter sponsor

Lillian S. Richardson in memory of Bob D. Richardson
Martha Baker Rudisill in support of the Plonk Family Ceme-
tery

Bo & Jane Schronce in honor of The Rev. Elizabeth Tester
Helen Sides, Newsletter sponsor

Robert Thornton in support of the Plonk Family Cemetery
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That’s how many hours that LCHA
volunteers worked

from July - October!

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Janet Duckworth
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
Kay Johnson Mann
Marshall Ramsey
David & Frances Rhyne
Kathy Robinson
Bo & Jane Schronce
Helen Sides
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and
share our rich Lincoln County. Besides events,
speakers, educational workshops, exhibits, and a
research library, we reach out to members six times
each year via newsletter. As we continue publica-
tion of a fifth year of The Historian, we urge you to
support us with one-year newsletter sponsorship of
$100. Simply note on your donation that youd like
for your gift to be in support of the newsletter. We
urge both individuals and businesses to be part of
this outreach, which we distribute to members and
to the public via the Lincoln County Library’s Lin-
coln County Room and the Lincoln County Senior
Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running
and provide complimentary subscriptions to
Lincoln County educators. If you appreciate our
newsletter, please consider becoming a sponsor.
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Deluge and Disaster in 1916 and 1940

Until high water marked by Hurricanes Frances and
Ivan, and Hurricane Helene, the Great Flood of 1916
seemed to set the standard for the worst flooding ever re-
membered. It began in June, when a tropical depression
formed in the Western Caribbean, hit landfall in Mobile,
Alabama, and slowly made its way across the Southeast,
coming to linger over the Southern Appalachians dump-
ing several inches of rain. The ground was saturated;
creeks swollen.

Then came a second storm from the Atlantic, mak-
ing landfall in Charleston, SC, on July 14, choosing a
northwestern track. A high pressure system over the
New England states held it in place dropping heavy rain,
in some cases 20 inches, from the eastern foothills to the
Blue Ridge Mountains.

The Catawba River was in turmoil. A steamflow
gauge in Mount Holly reached an estimated stage of 45.5
feet. This is only
an estimate, as the
gauge was washed
away. Numerous
bridges and mills
were demolished;
several railroad lines
damaged.

In Lincoln Coun-
ty, the four steel
bridges spanning the
South Fork: the West
Main, Laboratory,
Southside and Long

The city pumps were shut off, underwater due to
the backup of Clark’s Creek. Meanwhile, the city made
connections to Johnston Ice & Coal which was able to
furnish water from a deep well on their property.

Local historian Alfred Nixon assembled a collection
of newspaper clippings and photos from the 1916 Flood
which the LCHA acquired as part of his collection.

Now move forward almost a quarter of a century.
Although she was only five, Betty Howell vividly re-
members the flood that struck in 1940.

“Our dad had a friend with a truck and they moved
all the furniture out of the house, which was on a little
creek just across the road from where Betty Ross Park
is now, she recalls. “He tied the back porch posts to
the trees in case the house started to float away. Me and
my sisters slept on the floor at the Motz house on high
ground for several
days.” At almost 90, she
says she’s still afraid of
water.

As aresult of four
days of heavy rain in
August 1940, both
Clark’s Creek and the
South Fork River were
raging.

The flood of 1940
cost Lincolnton and
Lincoln County in
homes, livestock; bridg-

Shoals, were washed This is a photo preserved by Alfred Nixon from the 1916 flood. One g and crops.

away. The Cline and 21 hardly avoid noting the resemblance with photos coming out of

A section of the

Saxony and Clark’s Western North Carolina in recent news. Indian Creek Bridge on
Creek bridges were Highway 27 gave way
damaged. under the force of the water. Acres and acres of farmland

The Presbyterian chapel at EIm Grove and two of
the houses floated away with the rushing water, with a
portion of the church lodging a few hundred yards down
the river. Watchers along the banks reported all types of
household items moving downstream including a piano
and an organ.

The Southern Power Company, which supplied pow-
er to the mills, suffered damage when floods washed out
the fills around the ends of the dams at Lookout Shoals
and Catawba; flooded power houses at Lookout Cataw-
ba, Great Falls, and Rocky Creek and destroying trans-
mission lines.

in the vicinity of even the smallest stream were heavily
damaged, and water covered the highway at the Elm
Grove bridge, partially submerging several houses.

The J.M. Beam and Brothers lumber plant and
cotton gin reported that about 250,000 feet of lumber
was carried off in the swirling water, and practically all
industrial plants in the area were forced to shut down
temporarily when water backed up into basements and
boiler rooms.

Tbere were no deaths reported.

Sources: The Lincoln Times, August 15, 1940; NC Extremes: Flood of 1916 Wiped Out Railways,
Records by Ashley Hiatt, NC State Climate Office; The Lincoln County News, July 24, 1916.
LCHA Archives "“Flood of 1916" scrapbook kept by Alfred Nixon.



“These clocks have to be wound on a regular basis,
and many of them were converted to electricity.” he
continued. “To do that they have to remove some of the
original gears and make them run that way. Yours has
never been converted.”

The clock was made by H. Sperry & Co. of New York
in the 1850s. The company made three models, all run-
ning eight days. There was an eight-foot-long pendulum
and weights on either side. We know from newspaper
records that the county employed people to wind the
clock, which was accomplished by inserting a crank. A

small clock on the front was used to set the correct time.

He explained that the hands and the dials were prob-
ably made of wood and they would not have survived.

“Considering my age (Mr. Coble is now 83) and the
fact that I need to reduce my collection, I wanted to see
the clock go back to where it came from. People who
have a love and interest in something want to see it go to
where it will be cherished and appreciated.”

— Carole Howell

Leadership Lincoln Get

s the Grand T

our

e e

| In what has become one of the LCHA’s
favorite events, we hosted a day of histo-

ry for members of this year’s Leadership
Lincoln group. The tour included the
Cultural Center and the History Muse-
um, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Wood-
side, Laboratory, the Doctors’ House, a
downtown walking tour, and a visit to

i the Christian Reinhardt cabin at the
battle site. Pictured front row are Cea-
na Aguirre, Nicki Elks, Alexia Thomas,
; Madison Lunceford, and James Little.

& Back row are Adam Huth, Casey Jones,
Christine Liverman, Samantha Sumpt-
er, Rebecca Grobe, and Hunter Jackson.
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




