The Newsletter of the Lincoln County Historical Association

THE LINCOLN COUNTY

ISTO

Timken Grant Furthers Preservation Plans
2leyYBll Michal-Hoke-Butt-Brown-Pressley House on West Main
V5:N5

Letters

pg. 02

LCHA Updates
pg. 04

Upcoming Events
pg. 05

The Lincoln
Grape
pg. 06

Join Us!
pg. 08

3. %% TIMKEN FOUNDATION of Canten ‘
TIMKEN

Members of the Timken leadership team presented a large check to the LCHA board of directors
to further preservation and restoration work at the Doctors’ House on West Main Street. Photo by
Chris Boyles

A generous Timken Foundation grant will celebration luncheon at Court Street Grill, the
further preservation efforts at the Michal-Hoke-  group, which included LCHA board members,
Butt-Brown-Pressley house (commonly known  Timken leadership, and special guests, then
as the Doctors’ House) and doctor’s office in the ~ walked to the house for a tour of the home, do-
200 block of West Main Street in Lincolnton. nated to the Lincoln County Historical Associa-

The $90,000 grant was awarded August 28 tion by the heirs of Eleanor Rodd Porter, direct
descendant of Dr. John M. Pressley, in 2022.

The house is a familiar landmark with a
rich history. The Michal-Hoke-Butt-Brown-

by local Timken company General Manager Dr.
Jonathan Waller and plant Human Resourc-
es Manager Michelle Barnhardt. Following a

— Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association

M. Baker Rudisill, Hendersonville, NC

I am a member of the LCHA and I recently received a copy of your newsletter. I would
like to ask some questions about your article on Alfred Nixon. Do you have copies of his book
The History of Lincoln County that are for sale? If so, please tell me the price. The article also
mentioned family histories that Nixon wrote. I am interested in the one about the Hauss fam-
ily. How many pages are in the family history? Would it be possible for you to email me copies
of the pages or make paper copies & mail them to me? Please let me know & tell me the price.
Thank you.

The original edition of the “History of Lincoln County,” based on newspaper articles,
is long out of print, but Amazon offers a reprint. According to Amazon.com, the hardcov-
er lists for $22.64, and the paperback lists for $16.57. Also listed for sale is Alfred Nixon’s
“Roster of the Ex-Confederate Soldiers Living in Lincoln County, with the Address of A.
Nixon.”

We have an original copy of the Hauss Family genealogy in our collection. I have
scanned and emailed that to you, but have also posted it in the blog section of our website,
LincolnCountyHistory.com.
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ily members correspond with the children of David Hauss and would

have been the grandchildren of Peter Hauss, son of Anthony Hauss, the second
generation in Lincoln County.

These fam

K. Johnson Mann, Pittsboro, NC

It’s such a treat always to read your newsletter. I loved reading about Alfred Nixon. He is
mentioned as participating in the funeral of my Great-Grandfather George W. Hines (died in
1916). Walter and Lizzie Hines always invited Joe and Kemp Nixon to family reunions. They
are pictured in a number of Arney reunions, too - my Grandmothers side of the family. So I
knew they were special.

Annie Nixon was a South Poplar St. neighbor of ours (we lived at 207 when I was in high
school).



I can’t imagine why the Lincoln County “powers that be”
have pulled funding so critical to your work that benefits the
entire community. It seems counter-productive to me. I've been
intending to send this check for awhile. Perhaps some others
will step up too! I bet they will!

Keep up the marvelous good work! Your newsletter is
actually my lifeline to Lincolnton these days. I would be so sad
if your resources became too slim to continue. I'm sure many
others would be also.

Thank you, Kay, for your kind and encouraging words
and for your generous donation in sponsorship of our news-
letter.

Dr. M. Greene

Thank you for your help in researching my Childs fam-
ily on a recent trip to your city. I am still very interested in
learning more about my ancestor, Eben Childs, and his sons
Captain Charles E. Childs and Edward T. Childs. Capt. Childs
owned several properties on Main Street, including his home
which became the old City Hall. I cannot find his service listed
on any of the Civil War Rosters of that time, yet he has the title
of Captain.

The story begins in 1778, when Samuel Bright obtained
aland grant inluding land in the NC mountains that would
eventually become Childsville. About 55 years later, a young
entrepreneur named Col. Lysander D. Childs left Massachu-
setts and settled in Lincolnton. In 1843, he married Nancy
Hoke, daughter of Col. John F. Hoke, Sr., a wealthy cotton
industrialist, and established a successful cotton business in
Lincoln County.

He also bought a large tract for a plantation in Yancey
County, and in 1850, his parents, Dr. Ebenezer Childs and
Alvira Long Childs moved from Mt. Morris, NY, to their
son’s property.

On May 20, 1861, North Carolina seceded from the
Union, and despite their northern heritage, three grandsons
of Dr. Childs took the oath of allegiance to the Confederate
militia. At Chickamauga two years later, Union fire claimed
John Eben Childs, brother of Lysander Childs, and Theron
Sherwood, stepson of Eben Childs.

In August, of 1862, the elder Dr. Eben Childs died due to
“deprivations” during the war, and Alvira moved to Lincoln-
ton where she was an active member of the Baptist Church.
Alvira died in 1879 at age 91.

Captain Charles E. Childs (1867-1932) iowned and op-
erated the Childs-Wolfe Drug Co. in the Childs Building on
East Main Street. He and his wife had three children, Susie
(Truesdale), C.E. Childs, Jr., and W. Hampton Childs.

As for the title of Captain, we know that he was a member

of the Southern Stars, but being born after the war, it may
have been more of an honorary, rather than military; title.

Besides living in the house that was once Lincolnton’s
City Hall, Capt. Childs owned a house and a storefront on
the corner of the present Chamber of Commerce (shown at
far left in the above photo). The streets were still unpaved
when Childs decided to move the house to the location of
the present Lincolnton Post Office. Partway there, the house
became mired in mu in th middle of the street where it
remained throughout the winter as traffic detoured to either
side. The house was eventually settled on the new site, but
was never again used as a dwelling before being torn down
to make way for the new post office in 1935.
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That’s how many hours that
LCHA volunteers worked

in FY 2023-2024!

Thank you to the City of Lincolnton for your ongoing
support of the LCHA’s important mission to collect, pre-
serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history!
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Lincolnton NC

Near the City.Near the Mountains. Near Perfect.
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LCHA Updates
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Rosenwald Author to Present at

Mount Vernon School Nov. 2

Betty Jamerson Reed, educa- =
tor and author, will be our guest
speaker for our annual “Author
Talk” on Saturday, November 2.
The event will be held at 2 p.m.
at the Mount Vernon Rosen-
wald School, 454 Mount Vernon
Church Road in Iron Station.
Attendance is free, and refresh-
ments will be served.

Reed surveyed Rosenwald
Schools in southwestern North
Carolina for the State Archives
Department in 2002 and has
authored several books - The
Brevard Rosenwald School; Black PR i 0
Education and Community Build- =+ ; o

N STUDIES,

THE BREVARD

ROSENWALD SCHOOL
Black Education and Community

ing in a Southern Appalachian f%».;, :
Town, 1920-1966 in 2004 (Avail- 1F%
able on Amazon). s

In 2011, she published Schoo! &
Segregation in Western North -
Carolina, A History, 1860s-1970s.
In 2012 she was honored by the American Association
of State and Local History for her book. In 2019, Reed
published Soldiers in Petticoats to cover the lives and
work of educators Martha Berry, Sophia Sawyer, and
Emily Prudden. She also writes poetry, and her work has
been included in anthologies. She lives in Transylvania
County, North Carolina.

Plonk Cemetery Needs You

Hot summer months, especially rainy ones like we've
had recently, sure make the grass and poison ivy grow.
That’s why the LCHA needs your support to maintain
the historic Plonk Family Cemetery on Indian Creek.

Any amount you can spare toward maintenance and
mowing will be appreciated. Please make your check
payable to the Lincoln County Historical Association
and write “Plonk Cemetery” on the memo line. Mail it to
the LCHA at 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
Thank you in advance!

At the reading of the Rowan Resolves on August 17,
Roy Lightfoot, president of the Catawba Valley Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revolution, graciously
awarded the LCHA with a certificate of appreciation for
the work on this year’s Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living
History Weekend. Receiving the certificate on behalf of
the LCHA is board president, Carole Howell. Photo by
Lisa Pupkiewicz

Recent Accessions

2024.022: Aggression and Sufferings: Settler Violence, Na-
tive Resistance, and the Coalescence of the Old South by E.
Evan Nooe. Donated by Matt Boles

2024.023: Volumes 63, 138, 161, 181, and 187 of the
North Carolina Reports from the Supreme Court of North
Carolina. Donated by Joshua Grant

2024.024: Adding machine; portable typewriter “Quiet
De Luxe” in case; check printer; photo of Sinclair Service
Station; photo of Mrs. G.A. White in black and white;
photo, yellowed, Mr. and Mrs. G.A. White; two business
cards of White Service Station; Invoice, blank, White’s
Service Station; envelope, blank, White Service Station;
letterhead, blank. Given by Kim McMurtry

2024.025: Book, Johann Daniel Warlick of Lincoln Coun-
ty, NC and His Descendants 1729-1993, 2nd edition
reprint 2014 by Rachel Warlick Dunn. Donated by Phil
and Barbara Warlick



Upcoming Events

Nowv. 2
2 p.m.

Author Talk - Betty Jamerson Reed, author of The Brevard Rosenwald School — Black
Education and Community Building in a Southern Appalachian Town. Mount Vernon

Rosenwald School, 454 Mount Vernon Church Road, Iron Station.

Nov. 9

DAR Genealogical Workshop — Interested in joining the Daughters of the American

Revolution or just interested in learning more about ancestry research? Join the Jacob

2-4pm.

Nov. 15 & 16
Friday 5 - 9
Saturday 9 - 3

New and Renewed Memberships
Frank Beal

Matt Boles

Pat C. Bradshaw

Jerry Cochrane

Kathi L. Correll

Helene Gaillet de Neergaart
Frances & Charles Hupfer
Carol Jensen

Kay J. Mann

Robert & Patricia Orr
George & Doris Reynolds
Heather Robinson

Carole S. Ross

Victor & Jean Searfoss
Margaret R. Tuchmann

Thank you, Donors!

Patron Level

Frank Beal

Jerry Cochrane in memory of Evelyn Cochrane

Helene Gaillet de Neergaart

Frances & Charles Hupfer

Carol Jensen in honor of Martha Byrd Stroupe & Andrew
Jackson Stroupe

Contributor Level

Pat C. Bradshaw

Kay J. Mann, newsletter sponsorship

Robert & Patricia Orr

Kathi L. Correll George & Doris Reynolds
Heather Robinson in memory of Bob Robinson
Victor & Jean Searfoss

Margaret R. Tuchman in memory of grandparents Steve and

Lelia Reinhardt and father Ray Reinhardt

Second Annual Lincoln County Catawba Valley Pottery
Market. Sale begins during the downtown Art Crawl on Friday
night and continues for a full day on Saturday. Vendors include ) ég‘@gﬁ ?é%??é‘]%‘?
artists and collectors of pottery of all types. é@é%]%é%l

Forney Chapter for a time of discovery. Lincoln Cultural Center.
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Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Barbara Frick

Bill and Carole Howell
Kay Johnson Mann
David & Frances Rhyne
Mary Whisonant

The LCHA’s mission is to collect, preserve, and
share our rich Lincoln County. Besides events,
speakers, educational workshops, exhibits, and a
research library, we reach out to members six times
each year in the form of this newsletter. As we
continue publication of a fifth year of The Historian,
we urge you to support us with one-year newsletter
sponsorship of $100. Simply note on your donation
that youd like for your gift to be in support of the
newsletter. We urge both individuals and business-
es to be part of this outreach, which we distribute
to members and to the public via the Lincoln
County Library’s Lincoln County Room and the
Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,
please consider becoming a sponsor.
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In Pursuit of the Fruit

I grew up in a wine-making family.
I remember the crocks lined up on the
packed dirt floor of the smokehouse,
all of them covered in several layers
of cheesecloth. That's how my Granny
made it from the wild muscadines and
fox grapes that grew in our woods.

It was not uncommon for farms to
cultivate wild grapes. The fruit, besides
being delicious, was seen as an aid to
digestion since it was slightly acidic.
Making wine and jelly were our grand-
parents’ way of preserving this summer
fruit.

One particular type of grape, first
discovered in the South Fork region,
and having ties to Lincolnton, became
an extremely popular variety during the

Doctors’ House (roughly between 1845
and 1860) in the second block of West
Main Street in Lincolnton. It was he who
gave it its name, and cultivated it on
long vines in the back of the house.

It is described in a newspaper ar-
ticle in The Charlotte Democrat from
1869 as “perhaps the most generally
cultivated, as it is really the very best
grape for our soil and climate; though
not having any one quality superior to
others, it possesses the excellences of
all”

The origin of the Lincoln Grape is
thought to be around the early 1800s.
From The Charlotte Democrat, dated
October 4, 1875:

“At the beginning of the present
century, there lived in Gaston county,
(formerly a part of Lincoln) about one
mile from the junction of the Little Ca-
tawba, or South Fork, as it is frequently called, with the
main Catawba River an old settler by the name of Ma-
son Houston. About the year 1810, this fine grape was
accidentally discovered in the woods near his dwelling. It
soon became known, was frequently visited, and its fruit
tastefully appreciated. Several of the neighbors procured
cuttings, among others, Dr. William McLean of South
Point and Mr. John Hart of Mecklenburg county. The
Hart vine grew off rapidly and bore abundant crops for
many years and for this reason it became will known in

o X TN :
Batter up! The Porter family enjoying a game of
baseball in the backyard of the Doctors’ House with
the Lincoln Grape vines serving as first base.

THE BEST DESCRIPTION WE COULD FIND FOR
THE LINCOLN GRAPE COMES FROM “THE WOODY
PLANTS OF NORTH CAROLINA,” BY REV. M.A.
CURTIS, D.S. OF HILLSBORO, NC. 1860.

THE SUMMER GRAPE (VITIS AESTIVALIS, MICHX.)

IS FOUND GENERALLY NEAR STREAMS, BUT
SOMETIMES IN DRY WOODS, CLIMBING OVER
TREES FROM 30 TO 50 FEET. THE LEAVES ARE 4 TO 6
INCHES BROAD, CUT INTO 3 OR 5 DIVISIONS, THE
UNDERSIDE CLOTHED WITH A REDDISH, COBWEB-
LIKE DOWN WHEN YOUNG, WHICH MOSTLY FALLS
AWAY IN THE COURSE OF A SEASON. THE BUNCHES
OF FRUIT ARE COMPOUND , 6 TO 8 INCHES

LONG, THE BERRIES 1/2 INCH THICK, PURPLISH,
BLACKISH OR BLUISH, WITH A BLOOM; VERY
VARYING IN FLAVOR, FREQUENTLY VERY FINE.

(THE AUTHOR MAKES IT CLEAR THAT THE LINCOLN
GRAPE IS NEITHER A FOX GRAPE SUCH AS THE
CATAWBA GRAPE, NOR A MUSCADINE.)

PHOTO: NC STATE UNIVERSITY

that vicinity as the
“Hart Grape”

“About
1846, Dr. Zepha-
niah Butt, then a
resident physician
of Lincolnton,
heard through
Major McLean of
that town of this
fine grape on the
Houston place,
now the property
of Dr. ].D. Mc-
Lean. In a short
time afterwards he
procured cuttings
from the old Houston vine, and planted them in his little
Pioneer vineyard. As soon as the vines fruited, he sent
some of the grapes to the late Nicholas Longworth of
Ohio, who made a large fortune from the Catawba grape.
Mr. Longworth expressed himself highly pleased with
the sample of fruit sent, and suggested to Dr. Butt the
name of its origin, Lincoln, which it now worthily bears.”
— Carole Howell
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Timken Grant - continued from page one
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Pressley home is located on the corner
of West Main and Government Streets
across from the former First Presbyterian
Church. It is a contributing structure of
downtown Lincolnton’s West Main Steet
Historic District and protected federally
by the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. To quote from Marvin Brown’s archi-
tectural survey of Lincoln County, North
Carolina, Our Enduring Past, it is one of
the finest Greek Revival style houses in
Lincoln County.

“Historical preservation is such an
important investment for our commu-
nity;” said Barnhardt. “By saving these
buildings, landmarks, and artifacts, we
keep Lincoln County history alive for
future generations to see and learn from!
Preserving history, such as the Brown
Home, keeps Lincoln County unique,
making it a special place to live and visit.”

Timken’s General Manager Dr. Jonathan Waller, center, joined oth-
er Timken leaders and LCHA board members and special guests on

a tour of the Doctors’ House on August 28. Pictured are, left to right,
Bill Beam of the LCHA board, Dr. Waller, Laura Gregory of th LCHA

1=

board, and Sara Saine, LCHA office manager.

“We are extremely grateful that the
Timken Company took notice of our
need and potential and extended a hand,” said Carole
Howell, LCHA president. “We value the trust that the
Timken Foundation has shown to us. With Timken’s
support, we will be able to progress so much more
quickly.

“Our future goal is to use the home to tell the story
of Lincoln County’s rich history and create an enjoyable

destination for visitors and researchers alike,” she added.

“The house, we believe to have been built in the
1810s, had never had a heating system installed,” said
Bill Beam, member of the Doctor’s House Preservation
committee. “These dollars will enable us to install a
modern HVAC system, necessary for the safe display
of historical artifacts. We have restored the plaster and
upgraded the plumbing and electrical systems. We have
already used the house for a windows restoration work-
shop and plan to hold more educational activities there.

“Within the next couple of months, Meador Pres-
ervation is scheduled to perform a professional paint
analysis to determine the types and colors of paint used
during the period,” said Beam. “We will decorate ac-
cording to the colors and wallpaper we find”

“We have already started work, and plan to be ready
to open the Doctors’ House to the public for the first
time during the Speak Up For Children Holiday Tour of
Homes on Friday, December 13, said Howell.

Established in 1934, The Timken Foundation is a
private family foundation founded by Henry H. Tim-
ken. The concept was based on the family’s desire to
establish a charitable institution to allow some of their
personal assets from TKR stock to flow back into the
plant communities in which the earnings were gener-
ated. The Timken Foundation has been preserved and
expanded by subsequent generations of the Timken
Family. Globally, The Timken Foundation has made
more than $400 million in grants to public charities.

In Lincoln County, the Timken Foundation has
awarded over $10.5 million in grants since 1982.
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The exhibit and research
office are open from

1-5 on Thursdays, 1-4

on Fridays, and 10-4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




