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Alfred Nixon, Lincoln County’s Historian
	 There are few who follow Lincoln County history that would not recognize the name of 
Alfred Nixon (often just A. Nixon). He was a man of many interests and talents, too many to 
enumerate here, but arguably his most valuable contri-
bution was as chronicler of his times. For that, historians 
of Lincoln and Gaston, and indeed North Carolina, owe a 
tremendous debt.

	 Nixon was a popular speaker at reunions, club gath-
erings, church rallies, and school functions. As a personal 
friend of many Confederate veterans, he often spoke at 
their reunions. His speeches were preserved in pamphlet 
form and his writings, including The History of Lincoln 
County, published in the newspaper at the time. They 
serve now as a valuable research tool for current histori-
ans. Most are on file in the North Carolina section of the 
University Library in Chapel Hill, NC, and the LCHA’s 
research library.

	 He also prepared a number of family histories includ-
ing those of the Finger, Hager, Hauss, and Mauney fam-
ilies. Nixon was the author of several church histories, a 
brief county history, and many lengthy obituaries.  

	 Nixon’s journals and letters are particularly revealing of the times as he succinctly chroni-
cles the weather, family “poundings,” corn shuckings, community celebrations, visitors, births, 
and deaths.

	 Bred from German and Scotch-Irish stock, Nixon was born in the Beattie’s Ford area of 
Lincoln County on May 26, 1856 to Robert and Milley Womack Nixon. He was reared on his 
family’s farm in eastern Lincoln County, in the area known as Triangle, the eldest of twelve 
children. His father was a blacksmith, carpenter, cobbler, and a mason. He attended Rock 
Springs Seminary in the new community of Denver where he was instructed by Professor D. 
Matt Thompson. 

	 Upon graduation, he entered the University of North Carolina where his schedule for three 
years included geometry, Latin, and French. He graduated in 1881 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree. 

	 Returning to Lincolnton after graduation, Alfred pursued teaching and farming and, en-
tering politics, he was elected County Surveyor in 1882. That same year, he married Iola Jane 
Robinson, a descendant of the famous Methodist preacher, Reverend Daniel Asbury. In 1883, at 
age 27, he ran for and was elected to the position of High Sheriff of Lincoln, a position he held 
until the year 1892. 
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Letters to the Association
The Lincoln County Historian 
is published six times a 
year by the Lincoln County 
Historical Association 
for LCHA members and  
contributors. 

Story submissions and ideas 
for upcoming issues are 
welcomed and encour-
aged. 

Past issues of The Historian 
are posted on our website.
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A. Dellinger	
	 I received the latest Historian. Interesting reading. Have a couple of comments. First, the 
inquiry from B. Randall about a print showing Lincolnton early 1900s. Hanging on a wall 
in my house is an identical Ben Tipton print which I have had over fifty years. It was given 
to me by my mother-in-law, who had received it years before from a family member. On the 
print, just below the drawing of the court house, are the words “Memorized 1904 Portrayed 
1954 by Ben Tipton.” Apparently Tipton drew this in 1954 - not 1964 - as is stated in the 
article. Since there obviously is more than one copy of this same print, I wonder if David 
Heavner made multiple copies of the print he obtained from Frank Hull Crowell and later 
sold them at the hardware??  
	 Second, the article on the Peter Forney cemetery. The article states a stacked stone wall is 
to be added to surround the graves. In 1835 John and James Robinson were paid $61.50 from 
Peter Forney’s estate for building a stone wall, and “dressing the rocks complete,” to surround 
the graves of Peter Forney and his son Joseph. (Peter Forney’s wife died some years later.)  
What is the estimate of doing a stone wall today?

	 First, the date on the Ben Tipton print is indeed 1954, not 1964 as stated. That is my 
typo, not David Heavner’s. I expect that several print copies were made at the time. The 
LCHA actually doesn’t have a print, only a negative.
	 Second, the rock wall work around the Forney graves was quoted to us as $5600. That’s 
quite a leap in price from 1835, and the work has not yet been approved by the board. 

R. Hicks	
	 My father owned and operated the Mill Remnant Shop on East Main Street some 60-plus 
years ago, but I cannot remember what businesses were on either side of his shop.

	 Steve Bailey had the answer for you in the form of a photo. In this photo, the Mill 
Remnant Shop is behind the Christmas tree. It looks like Ramseur’s Central Cafe was on 
the left and Rexall Economy Drug Store was on the right. Headed down the street toward 
Court Square was Dave Lerner’s, then Roses Five and Ten Cent Store, then Cohen’s.

B. Howell	
	 What was Lincolnton called before it was named for Benjamin Lincoln?

	 Ann Dellinger, who is always a font of Lincoln County history, has your answer: In 
January 1779, Lincoln County was established from a division of Tryon County.  The 
North Carolina General Assembly appointed commissioners to select land in the most 
central part of the new county on which to erect a “Court House, Prison, and Stocks.”
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Since the Revolutionary War was going on, selecting a site 
and beginning construction took a little time!  
	 In 1784, commissioners Joseph Dickson, John Carruth, 
John Wilson, Joseph Steel, and Nicholas Friday made an en-
try with the State of North Carolina for 300 acres of “vacant 
and unappropriated land” lying on both sides of a wagon 
road leading from the Tuckaseegee Ford to Ramsour’s Mill, 
as it was a central location in the county. The North Carolina 
legislature granted the 300 acres for the Town of Lincolnton 
on December 14, 1785.  The first session of the “Lincoln 
County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions in the Town of 
Lincolnton” took place in October 1786.

Message to Ted and Mary Baker, creators of 
the geocaching Adventure Lab based on the 
book Jean Lafitte Revealed – Unraveling One 
of America’s Longest-Running Mysteries (see 
the May-June issue of the Historian)
	 This was a wonderful Adventure Lab and Adora, Grand-
ma Hope, Grandpa Wolfley and I all really enjoyed it. We 
drove to the first stop. What a fascinating story! 
	 We parked downtown for steps two through five and just 
really enjoyed the walk. I took quite a few pictures of things 
that fascinated me today. Beautiful locations were chosen for 
the steps in this Adventure Lab. Thanks for creating this one!
	 Oh, and the verdict from our group? We are convinced 
that there was indeed a pirate in Lincoln County! Trotter17

	 There is no doubt that heritage tourism is alive and well 
in Lincolnton as evidenced by the large crowds at the Battle 
of Ramsour’s Mill in June. We are thrilled to hear that others 
are visiting Lincolnton because of your creative Adventure 
Lab,  following the clues and coordinates, and visiting the 
places that Lorenzo Ferrer and Louisa knew during their 
lifetime.  
	 To play along, go to the website Geocaching.com, set up 
and account and user name and download the Geocaching 
app. The Adventure Lab is a separate app, which you can 
find at the website, then start following the trail. (Hint: one 
artifact may be found at the Lincoln County Historical Asso-
ciation.)

S. Dains, Sullenberger Aviation Museum	
	 I’m hoping you have more information on the Lincolnton 
airport known as Jones Airport.

	 I wish I could tell you more. What we know is the air 
field, about three miles outside of Lincolnton on Daniels 
Road, was owned by Johnie P. Jones beginning about 1936. 
In 1941, Jones announced that he was building a new state 
of the art airport about three miles east of Lincolnton off of 

the Charlotte-Lincolnton highway (27), Jones operated Jones 
Flying Service from that location and sold Piper aircraft. His 
hangars could accommodate the planes operated by his own 
flying service as well as privately owned planes. 
	 The new air field featured two 3,000 foot runways, two 
10-plane hangars, and an administration building. In a 1945 
Lincoln Times story, Jones announced an expansion of his 
business to build an airport in Mooresville.
	 There seems to be about a 10-year gap in what informa-
tion is available regarding the business and operations. We 
know that at some point in the early 1950s that the Jones 
Airport property was a popular youth hangout that also 
featured Jones Airport Grill, a swimming pool, and a skating 
rink. Those were auctioned in January, 1954 along with 51 
sub-divided acres including a landfill, by Albertson & Gil-
bert, Auctioneers.
	 The property is now a neighborhood on Sunny Hill 
Drive.
	 If you have memories or photos from Jones Airport 
from back in the day, please share them with via email, Lin-
colnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.com.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Barbara Frick
Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fifth year of The 
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year 
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on 
your donation that you’d like for your gift to be in 
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals 
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which 
we distribute to members and to the public via the 
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room 
and the Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and 
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln 
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, 
please consider becoming a sponsor. 

Thank you to the City of Lincolnton for your ongoing    
support of the LCHA’s important mission to collect, pre-

serve, and share Lincoln County’s rich history!
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LCHA Updates

Excellent Turnout for Our Annual 
Membership Meeting!
	 Thank you to all of the members and friends who 
joined us at our annual membership meeting on June 27.  
	 President Carole Howell welcomed the large group 
that necessitated bringing in more chairs and tables to 
accommodate. Treasurer Laura Gregory gave the finan-
cial report, and Howell followed with a “year in review” 
presentation outlining the highlights of 2023-24 and the 
goals we have set for 2024-25 (posted on our Facebook 
page). She reported that LCHA volunteers have logged 
an amazing 2493 hours of service in the past 12 months. 
She also introduced Sara Sain, who has joined the LCHA 
as office manager.

	 Following the business session, board member Steve 
Bailey presented a pictorial history and stories he has 
collected of High Shoals, displaying a number of arti-
facts from his personal collection. 
	 The program was concluded with refreshments and a 
cake with a big “THANK YOU” to all the members and 
friends of the LCHA for their continued support in what 
has been a busy and very challenging year. Photos by 
Chris Boyles.

County Funding Denied; 
Thank You to Our Supporters
	 Despite having provided funding to the LCHA for 
many past budget cycles, the Lincoln County Board of 
Commissions has denied our request for $41,000 in FY 
2024-25 – 55% of the funds that 
we use each year for rent at the 
Cultural Center, insurance, offsite 
storage, wifi and phone, a copier, 
and all the everyday expenses of 
operating an office and providing 
services.
	 The LCHA is the county’s only 
organization with a mission of 
collecting, preserving, and shar-
ing Lincoln County’s history. We do that by publishing 
a bi-monthly newsletter, the annual Battle of Ramsour’s 
Mill commemoration and the Burning of the Baggage 
event. We have a research library and software to aid 
people in their family research. We bring in speakers for 
various historical topics. And just last year we held the 
first Lincoln County Catawba Valley Pottery Market to 
promote Lincoln County’s pottery heritage.
	 One of the most important things we do, however, is 
to care for our collection of irreplacable artifacts, docu-
ments, and objects, all related to Lincoln County. We feel 
that our history is a great part of our culture-as much as 
musical and theatrical events-and should be supported.
	 For now, our board is weighing options as we pre-
pare a budget minus this necessary support. Whatever 
avenue we choose, we will continue to practice our 
mission to collect, preserve, and share to the best of our 
ability for future generations.
	 Our sincere and heartfelt thank you to those mem-
bers and friends who have advocated for us on this jour-
ney. Many of you have written notes to our local county 
politicians urging them to reconsider and you have 
encouraged us with your kind words. We are grateful 
for our friends and supporters who love Lincoln County 
history.

Recent Accessions
2024.018: 18 books and booklets, genealogy of Rebecca 
Alson, photograph of confirmation class, wicker lunch 
basket, hairbrush, child’s shoes, eyeglasses in case, City 
of Lincolnton bicentennial coin, Mary Ellen Coon Cau-
ble’s postcard collection, autograph book, 3 editions of 
“The Wolf ” newspaper, Lincoln Times-News newspaper, 



05

crocheted blanket, 2 crocheted coverlets, 2 quilts. Do-
nated by Rebecca R. Alson.

2024.019: A collection of matted and framed copies of 
photographs formerly displayed at Fatz Cafe.

2024.020: Assortment of books found in collection 
and accessioned to the LCHA research library. Donor 
unknown.

2024.021: Assortment of black and white photographs 
of unknown people and places; color photographs of 
old houses, some with names and locations; color pho-
tographs of unknown people and places; color photo-
graphs from Zona’s 100th birthday. Donated by Rick 
and Myra Jane Ramseur.

New and Renewed Memberships
Jessica & Wesley Baker
John M. Barineau
Jack Barnes
Cindy Beal
Allison T. Clark
Melba Finley
Floyd and Ola Mae Foster
Elizabeth Griffin
Kelly Hoyle
Fred & June Jarrett
Robin Johnson
Jeff King
Mark & Kimberly Kurtz
Edward & Doris Little
Smitty & Gail Little
William Wood
Rudolph Young & Cliffidean Bethea

Thank you, Donors!
Patron Level
Bill Anderson in memory of Margaret Plonk Anderson for 
preservation of the Plonk Family Cemetery
John M. Barineau in memory of Addie Ramseur 
Grier Barineau

Contributor Level
Rebecca Richbourg Alson in memory of Dr. S.E. Richbourg
Bill Beam
Melba Finley
Edward & Doris Little
William Wood in memory of the Wood Family of Vale, NC
Rudoloph Young & Cliffidean Bethea

As we enter our 70th year as an organization, 
it was only fitting that we honor those LCHA mem-
bers who were instrumental in bringing us to where 
we are today. 

At the annual membership meeting, it was our 
great pleasure to pay tribute to past board mem-
bers and long time members Elsie Keever (seated) 
and Ann and Robert Dellinger for their many years 
of dedicated service. Bill Beam (standing) offered 
comments on his experiences of working with these 
steadfast keepers of our county’s history.

Altogether, they represent more than 200 years of 
service to the LCHA.

Special Honors for Long Time 
LCHA Members
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The Battle of 
Ramsour’s   Mill

2024
Photos courtesy Matt Donnelly
Many More Images on Facebook



07

	 Thereafter, he held the office of Superintendent of 
Lincoln County schools until 1898, and the latter year 
he ran for and was elected to the position of Clerk of the 
Superior Court. He held this latter office for 26 years. 
At other times he served as the county surveyor and the 
mayor of Lincolnton. He was an active Democrat and 
never lost an election.

	 Although he was only five when the Civil War 

began, Nixon took a great interest in the Southern war 
effort and the soldiers from Lincoln County who fought 
to preserve their way of life. He attended programs, pre-
sentations, and commencement exercises in the region 
that spotlighted the sacrifices made by men and women 
across the South. 

	 Alfred and Iola had seven children, two boys and 
seven girls. The men included Kemp Battle Nixon, a 

Lincoln County lawyer for fifty years who also served 
as trustee of the University of North Carolina and as a 
state senator for several terms; and Joseph R. Nixon, 
long-time teacher in the Lincoln County Schools and 
superintendent and historian of Lincoln County Schools 
until his death in 1966.

	 The girls included Annie Alberton (Miss Peg) Nixon, 
who married Beverly Costner. Their daughter, Peggy 
Ann (Simmons), inherited most of the Nixon memora-
bilia, which she and her husband, Mercer, kindly donat-
ed to the LCHA. The next daughter was Lillie Nixon, 
who died young, then Sallie Lee Nixon who taught for 
many years at Asbury School. Eva and Bonnie were in 
the home.

	 For his Annals of Lincoln County, historian William 
L. Sherrill drew on the writings of Nixon and says, “He 
was a Presbyterian in faith (a ruling elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Lincolnton), a bright Mason 
and from early manhood a valued and highly esteemed 
citizen. He was a modest and lovable man, true in every 
relation he sustained to society, the friend of all men, 
and died without enemy. The concise history of the 
county published in the North Carolina Booklet in 1910 
is a valuable literary and historical product from his 
pen. He performed much research and his name will be 
a household word in Lincoln for many generations to 
come.”

		  Alfred Nixon passed away on March 25, 1924 
and was buried with Masonic honors in Hollybrook 
Cemetery. Those who love Lincoln County history have 
benefited greatly from the life and writings of this fa-
mous and distinguished native son.

Sources: Judge John R. Friday writing in the December 1995 issue of the LCHA newsletter; 
NCPedia.org article on Alfred Nixon by Michael Edgar Goins; “Lest We Forget; Alfred Nixon 
and the Preservation of Tradition and Identity” by Jason Harpe: Annals of Lincoln County by 
William L. Sherrill; FindaGrave.com; Diary of A. Nixon, Jr.; Newspapers.com - Lincoln Times 
News, March 27, 1924

.

Alfred Nixon in his later years and his wife, Iola, posing 
for a photograph with grandchildren. 

Map of Lincoln County in 1900 as prepared by Alfred Nixon. 
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Please join us in our 

mission to research, 

record, document, and 

promote the history of 

Lincolnton and Lincoln 

County. All members and 

contributors receive our 

bi-monthly newsletter as 

well as advance notice 

and invitations to special 

exhibits and events.

 Individual | $20 

 Family | $35

 Contributor | $100 

 Patron | $250

 Benefactor | $500

 Sustainer | $1,000

 Historian | $2,500

 Other:

 My gift is in honor of:

 My gift is in memory of:

Send an acknowledgment to 

Address 

 Do not acknowledge my gift in print.

 Please contact me to volunteer.

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092. 

If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501c(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.
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Phone #:

Join us Today

There’s more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association 
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com


