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On a recent brisk dogwood winter morn-
ing, members and friends of the Lincoln
County Historical Association set out to in-
spect the work that has been completed at the
Peter Forney Cemetery. It's located in a grove
of trees near the East Lincoln Speedway and
has recently been repaired by Jason Harpe of
Richard Grubb & Associates, cultural resource
consultants based in New Jersey.

At rest in this place are Revolutionary War
officer and ironmaker Peter Forney, his wife,
Nancy Abernathy Forney, and their son, Jo-
seph.

Thanks are due to the Forney family heirs
who deeded the land to the LCHA for pres-

Exploring Gravesites in East Lincoln

ervation, Matt Boles of the LCHA board, and
Jennifer Baker of the LCHA board and the Ve-
suvius Furnace Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution which financed the work.
Future plans include a stacked rock fence and
marker. A dedication service is in the planning
stages.

From there, the group visited land on
Magnet Lane, not far from Old Plank Road.
The parcels there were a gift to the LCHA
from Mercer and Peggy Simmons many years
ago, and they are special not because of their
location but because of the historic gravesites
located there.

The first thing I noticed was the periwinkle.

— Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Association

B. Randall
My father worked in public works in Lincolnton and he had a print, much like a cartoon
drawing, made by artist Ben Tipton. I'm wondering what you can tell me about it.

From accounts we have in a file written by David C. Heavner and some additional
digging, we found that the artist of this piece was Benjamin Franklin Tipton, born Novem-
ber 29, 1892 in Shelby, the son of John Clay Tipton and Josie Burke Tipton. He died on
February 21, 1964 and is buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Los Angeles, California.

So what is his connection to Lincolnton? Well, to start with, his father was editor of
The Lincoln Journal and they lived at the corner of Grove and West Main at 408 West
Main (a two-story white house that has been demolished).

Heavner recalled that his knowledge of Ben came about in an unusual manner. He
was working in Ramseur hardware along with his dad, E.C. Heavner and his partner, R.A.
“Dick” Ramseur, in the 1960s. One morning Frank Crowell, administrator of Crowell
Hospital, came in with the sketch, framed but with a broken glass, and wanted the glass
replaced.

“I could hardly believe what I was seeing- a history of Lincolnton around the turn of
the century;” recounted Heavner. “T asked Frank if I could have a copy of it made, and took
it to Don Frazier’s Photography Shop for the copying. I began to question Mr. Ramseur
and found that he was a contemporary of Ben’s, both born the same year and Mr. Ramseur
lived in a house that stood where the present Jonas Library now stands. They grew up just
a block apart.

The picture depicts all of the sights that young Ben enjoyed as he was growing up - all
the traffic, horses, wagons, buggies, and fancy surreys that would cross the steel bridge as
they came from the west and would pass by Ben’s front door. In his drawing we know that
he was familiar with the old Court House that is central to his sketch.

In one part of the sketch, you will see a tree cut off and two boards fastened across the
stump making a sort of merry-go-round. Mr. Ramseur told Heavner that he was with Ben
and other boys the day this was made.

At the top of the sketch you will notice an imposing figure of a man on horseback. On
his saddle bags are the letters L.A.C.. This gentleman was Dr. Lester A. Crowell, medical
doctor and surgeon. Later Dr. Crowell built Gordon Crowell Memorial Clinic.



Another image is the large black woman with a bundle
of wash on her head.

“I remember my grandmother, Mary L. Baker, had a
large black woman who did her wash,” writes Heavner. I al-
ways liked her to visit to visit as she occasionally brought her
grandson with her”

Another of the sketches depicted the John Robinson
Circus. This would have been erected on a large empty lot
on the northwest corner of West Sycamore and North High
Streets, only a couple of blocks from the Tipton’s home. The
property was used by traveling shows and religious evangeli-
cal meetings.

One sketch shows a high-wheeled cart pulled by a horse
and driven by a black man. His name was Hoke, and this was
the trash department of Lincolnton. As Hoke got the cart
filled, he would drive to the south end of South High Street
where it intersected with West Church Street and unload it
down a high bank.

There were many other things depicted that would add
to the memories of a young boy. There were rabbits to catch,
taking a pot to the blacksmith for repairs, and the imposing
steeple of the First Presbyterian Church. In his drawing,
he left us with an indelible picture of what life was like in a
small town in rural North Carolina at the turn of the centu-
ry. These sights were so firmly planted in his mind that he
labeled his work: Memorized in 1904, Portrayed in 1964.

“Mr. Ramseur also told me that when he was about 22
or 23 years old, Ben left Lincolnton to travel to California.
Here he went to work as a cartoonist and later worked for the
Disney Corporation.

Kay Johnson Mann

I so much enjoyed the photos and article about my high
school and First Methodist Church friend, Carolyn Heafner
Williams in the March-April issue of The Historian! Carolyn
was blessed with a natural grace and talent that matured so
beautifully over the years — and I have loved that her gracious
care for Lincolnton and folks there has been so much a part
of her life, too. I know the weekend’s competition was a very
special event for everyone involved! I thought about you all!

We're always happy to hear from you, Kay. Thank you for
the kind words. The story of Carolyn Heafner Williams and
her career as an opera singer “struck a chord” with a great
many people, and made for a popular and widely distributed
issue.

S. Haulk

I have been researching my family roots and have discov-
ered on my fathers side that I have come through the lineage
of Philander Alexander 1804-1861. I am having difficulty dis-
covering who his parents are. I know from my research through
Ancestry.com that his grandfather was John Alexander Sr.
1740-1800 who passed away in your area at that time. Philan-
der was born in the same area. Also census records indicate a

misspelling of his name as Filander which could also be true

of his birth records. John Alexander Sr. also married Mary
Price Morison misspelled as Morrison. I would appreciate any
records that would be available to both of these men but more
specifically Philander. I am also interested in any more infor-
mation that I can find on John but I do know that there were a
lot of Alexanders that migrated here from Scotland and Ireland
and that not all records are available but Id like to see how far
back that I can trace my roots. Thank you.

I've been looking into our available information, but
haven't found too much on your Philander that you haven't
already explored.

We know from family bible records that he is presumed
to be the son of Violet, one of John and Mary’s children. She
never married but she and Philander stayed together until
the time of her death in Arkansas. The family legend is that
Philander’s father was a Cherokee Indian from North Caroli-
na, but there is no evidence to support that.

There are several land records for John Alexanders in
the county records which may or may not be your ancestor.
These documents are available at the Lincoln County Regis-
ter of Deeds website in the Old Index Files section.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Barbara Frick

Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fifth year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that youd like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which
we distribute to members and to the public via the
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room
and the Lincoln County Senior Center.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,
please consider becoming a sponsor.
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LCHA Updates

Welcome Sara!l

The board is very ex-
cited to welcome Sara Sain
as LCHA Office Manager.
Among her many duties, she
will assist visitors and re-
searchers and manage acces-
sions and collections.

Sara is a graduate of Le-
noir-Rhyne, where she earned
a bachelor of arts degree
in history, graduating with
honors. She spent seven years
in the Lincoln and Gaston
County Library system and worked in the family daycare
business until 2022. Since that time she has been serving
as a volunteer at LCHA.

Sara and her husband and two children live on a
farm in Vale. Besides history and visiting historic plac-
es, she enjoys baking bread, gardening, crocheting and
quilting.

Please visit our offices on the first floor of the Lin-
coln Cultural Center and meet Sara.

Special Visitor

Josephine Mundy Hill, age 90 of Morganton, recently
dropped by with her daughter to bring a group photo of

: - , her father, William Russell Mun-
G "5 dy, and his sisters and brother as
well as information on her ances-
tor Jeremiah Munday;, a soldier
under the command of Gen.
Benjamin Lincoln.

Mrs. Hill's grandparents
were William “Billy” Mundy and
Dora Ella Howard. Her grand-
mother was the daughter of Jane
Asbury who was daughter to Henry Asbury.

Recent Accessions

2024.013: The Hoover Family Tree with the Rebecca
Hoover Clawson Branch by Mary O. Winget, 1958. Do-
nor unknown.

2024.014: Back Then: Stories of a Blessed Life by Mary
Ruth “Pris” Mauney in Her Own Words. Given by Carole
Howell

2024.015: Copies of 21 photographs taken of the Dor-
othy and Kemp Nixon Family, date and photographer
undetermined. Donor unknown.

2024.016: Bootleg warrant, U.S. vs. John Shipman of
Hendersonville. Donor unknown.

2024.017: Two complete and one partial NC state land
grants with surveyors notes granted to Nathan Men-
denhall of Lincoln County. 1801, 1823, 1825. Donor
unknown.

LINCOLN
COUNTY
@ HISTORICAL
sl ASSOC]A

On April 20, LCHA board members Jeannie and Steve
Bailey, Bill Beam, and Carole Howell joined other local
non-profit organizations at Timken Manufacturing in
honor of their 45th birthday in Lincoln County. All of
the non-profits represented have received generous sup-
port from the Timken Family Foundation.

New and Renewed Memberships
Rebecca Richbourg Alson
Margaret Lantz Birke
David & Johnnie Bynum
Charlie Carpenter

Shelly Roper Early

David & Linda Edwards
Allan Elomaa

John & Laura Gregory
Josephine Mundy Hill
Angie Horne

John B. Hoyle



Upcoming Events

June 22 & 23 Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend — Several activities are planned
in commemoration of this anniversary including the SAR-DAR Wreathlaying at the
unmarked grave, guest speaker Nora Brooks who portrays Abigail Adams and Mazr-
tha Washington, and Saturday night battlefield ghost walks performed by members of
Thunder Over Carolina, Inc. There will also be an encampment of reenactors, craft and

weapons demonstrations, and the Lincoln Hearth Cooks. For the complete schedule of
events, visit our website at LincolnCountyHistory.com

June 27 LCHA Annual Membership Meeting - Short business session followed by guest
7 p.m. speaker, Steve Bailey, with a pictorial walk through historic High Shoals. Members and
non-members welcome. Refreshments and networking.

]uly 20 National Rhyne Family Reunion - Members of the Rhyne Family are welcome to
Antioch Lutheran Church, 330 NC 277 Old Loop Rd., just outside of Dallas. This Rhyne
reunion has been held since the mid- 1940’s with some breaks in between. The reunion
is from the lineage of Jacob (Rein) and Elizabeth Glatfelder Rhyne, from the York, Pa.
area. They settled near what was later Hardin Rd. between Lincolnton and Dallas.

9 a.m. ‘til 2:30 p.m.

Kelly Hoyle

Lee B. Killian B :x T T L E (_) F

Vicki Kopf RA b

Debra Steele Lail M S OU R S M I L I..
Jim Love Living History Weekend
Theresa S. Lowe _ "_' PN, S

Hardin & Linda Minor [ une 22 dn ([ 23

Georgia Moffitt -
Wayne Ramsey Premo

Herbert W. Stanford, III
Rosalind Welder

Thank you, Donors!
Patron Level
James E. Smith in honor of his aunt, Het King

Contributor Level

Rebecca Richbourg Alson

Margaret Lantz Birke in memory of her grandmother, Laura
Robinson Lantz (1861-1950)

Charlie Carpenter in memory of Bill & Mattie Carpenter Each year we honor our shared ancestral heritage by
Allen Elomaa in memory of Addie Mae Elomaa commemorating the events of June 20, 1780, and invite
Josephine Mundy Hill reenactors, artisans, heritage demonstrations, the
Vicki Kopf annual ghost walk, and noted speakers to the battesite
Debra Steele Lail in memory of Lynn & Evelyn Steele near Jeb Seagle Drive in Lincolnton. Family friendly and
Hardin & Linda Minor in honor of David Dellinger educational! Please mark your calendars and
Wayne Ramsey Premo in memory of Carl Wayne Ramsey plan to join us. For more info, see our website:
Herbert W. Stanford, III LincolnCountyHistory.com.

Rosalind Welder
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A Walk in the Woods - continued from page one

=== This creeping perennial absolutely blankets the ground

06

underneath the grove of trees at the top of the hill. I
have since learned that periwinkle was often used in the
past to mark graves, particularly in slave graveyards, but
it was also used on the graves of infants and children to
symbolize innocence and purity.

As we made our way between the saplings and
brambles, we began to notice the uneveness of the land-
scape and the barley noticeable soil indentations. Then,
one by one, we began to see the gravestones. Some of
them are carved, and others are nothing more than
fieldstones. We moved as a group from stone to stone,
even uncovering some lost in the deep bed of leaves that
covered the forest bed. There seemed to be no rhyme or
reason to the arrangement. Familiar names like Aber-
nethy, Rozzell, Kincade and Haines are engraved on
some of the stones. We believe, but have yet to find true
evidence, that the graveyard belonged to Tabernacle
Methodist Church, but there are no obvious signs of a
building or foundation. We hope that in the future, by
employing technology, we can eventually map the area.

The group then moved on to the third and last cem-
etery, the location of the first White Haven church. It’s
located just a few feet oft of Ben McLain Road (off Hwy.
16) in Lowesville. Often called the Henkel Cemetery,
it is also decorated in periwinkle vine within a stacked
rock wall.

The White Haven (Henkle) Cemetery is enclosed in a
stacked rock wall but is easily accessible with park-
ing nearby.

Probably constructed |
of logs, White Haven
was a congregation
formed in the late
18th century by
settlers in the area
and may have been

a “union church” of
both Episcopalian
and Lutheran. Rev-
erend Robert John-
ston Miller was the
congregations first
pastor and served
until 1806 when

he moved to Burke
county. Although he
would visit White
Haven from time

to time, his age and
the distance forced
him to give up his pastorate and he recommended a
young Lutheran, David Henckel (Henkel). Henkel died
in 1831, and information on White Haven is minimal,
however from the records of the Tennessee Synod and
the church cemetery, we believe that the church contin-
ued to thrive until at least the 1870s. Prominent names
found in the cemetery and church records include
Hager, Abernathy, Davis, Eddleman (furniture maker),
Bryant, and Rhyne.

The White Haven Cemetery is owned by the His-
toric Properties Commission of Lincoln County and is
maintained by the LCHA volunteers.

This walk in the woods reminded us that there is
always work to be done as we maintain, preserve, and
protect these sacred resting places. They are invaluable
sources of insight and information about the families,
traditions, and cultural connections that shaped our
community.

Volunteers from the LCHA also maintain the Plonk
Family Cemetery on Indian Creek, cleaning stones and
removing annual growth. There’s always something to
do, especially in the warm months. If that is something
that you like to do and the work is important to you,
give us a call. - Carole Howell

i VA | B 52 AR !

Rick Ramseur and Bill Beam
explore one of the many stones
we discovered at the Tabernacle
Methodist Church site.



The Life and Career
Alda Crow
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On March 18, members.ofthe GoGo Girls of Lincolnton visited the Alda Crowe exhibit

and the genealogical library at the Lincoln County Historical Association. Pictured left

to right standing are Donna Robinson, Pam Sanders, Rita Cronland, Doris Little, and Beth

Wise. Seated are Mary Anna Rankin, Vicky Lewis, Barbara Preston, and Lessy Pendleton.

Searching for a Pirate: A Geocaching Adventure Lab

Geocaching has been described as the world’s largest
treasure hunt, so a hunt for the historical history of Lincoln
County’s own pirate is a perfect fit for us.

Mary and Ted Baker have written an Adventure Lab
geocache based on the book Jean Lafitte Revealed - Unrav-
eling One of America’s Longest-Running Mysteries written
by local authors Ashley Oliphant and Beth Yarbrough, and
available from Amazon. Following the clues and coordi-
nates, participants can visit the places that Lorenzo Ferrer
and Louisa knew during their lifetime and learn more
about his very mysterious life and death in Lincolnton.

They kicked oft their adventure to local geocachers on
April 27. To play along, go to the website Geocaching.com,
set up and account and user name and download the Geo-

caching app. The Adventure Lab is a separate app, which fnd Ted Baker of C elebfétion, Florida he

you can find at the website, then start following the trail. been geocaching all over the world as a hobby since
(Hint: one artifact may be found at the Lincoln County 2013. In this photo, they are celebrating the location
Historical Association.) of their 10,000th geocache in Kyoto, Japan.

Thank you Lincoln County and the City of
Lincolnton for your ongoing support of the /% ~

LCHA’s mission to collect, preserve, and share Lincolnton NC

Lincoln County’s rich history!
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Current office hours are
1 until 5 on Thursdays,
1-4 on Fridays, and 10-4
on Saturdays with other
hours by appointment.
For the fastest response,
please contact us by
email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.

If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




