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The Ice Man Cometh
Ice Wagons Chilled Summers Past

I'm too young to remember a time without
a refrigerator with a freezer. We had aluminum
ice trays for cold drinks, and if we needed a
large amount of ice for a crowd or making ice
cream, we went to Hoyles for a paper bag of
crushed ice.

The attendant would step out to a small
building to the side of the store, and using an
ice pick and a large set of tongs, take out a large
chunk of ice and place it in a hopper on top of a
machine used to grind it into small pieces.

Remember those days?

Folks in the late 1800s and early 1900s
in Lincolnton didn’t have the convenience of
refrigeration and crushed ice. People relied on a
spring house to store perishables or, if you had
one, an ice box.

Ice boxes have been around since about
1830. Insulated with mineral wool, cork or
straw fiber, the average
home ice box would hold
a 25 or 50 pound block of
ice. A small drain built
into the ice box would
direct the melted ice
water into a pan under-
neath. The pan had to
be emptied frequently to
avoid getting water all
over the kitchen floor.

For an ice box to work,
however, you needed a consistent source of ice.
For the summél1it8iths, people depended on
ice harvested from ponds and preserved in ice
houses.

Ice houses were usually built partly or
completely underground for storing snow and
ice insulated between layers of sawdust and
straw.

According to an article written by Da¥Wdphoto
C. Heavner, local pond ice was gathered in the
cold winter months and transported to local
ice houses operated by B.F. Grigg and Vardry
McBee.

Grigg lived in the former Phillip Cansler
home at the south end of South Aspen Street.
He also owned property just across the street
from his home. The land lies in present-day
Crowell Park just below the end of West Park
Drive. It had a pond from which Grigg drew ice.

McBee lived on East Main Street in a home
that stood at the site of the present First Meth-
odist Church. He also owned the land between
North Cedar and North Laurel Streets. This
property was north of Sumner Street and also
had a pond.

The trouble was, when the ice in the ice
houses was used up, often due to summer de-
mand, so was the refrigeration.

The availability of ice changed in Lincol-
nton in 1910 when Joseph B. Johnston, son of
the long-time minister of First Presbyterian
Church, returned to Lincolnton and started the
first ice and fuel company. Johnston Ice and
Fuel Co. was on the west side of North Poplar
Street in the first block off East Main.

Using the slogan, “We Never Run Out,”

Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association

A. Nail, Greenville, M$S

I recently disproved long-held beliefs concerning my Yoder/Yother lineage, and
wondered if you would be interested in the work for your repository.

My ancestors were Adam [son of Conrad & Caterina/Catherine (Huffman) Yod-
er] and Eleanor “Nelly” (Davis) [daughter of Allen and Susanne Davis] all of Lincoln
County, NC.

Most of the first children of Conrad pretty much stayed in and around Lincoln
County, and the rest are documented to have moved to the Midwest. Adam and his
two brothers sold their inherited land to their sister’s husband and moved away.
ONLY Adam was left in western NC, in Haywood County. Adam’s name was found
on a petition to divide the county, and when Haywood was divided, the family was
then living in what became Macon County. They apparently lived or stayed in TN for
a brief time, since their last son was born there, but the NC/TN line was in the imme-
diate area.

Adam died, and Eleanor “Ellinder” or “Nelly” was a widow without resources to
care for them, or Ephraim A. was such a handful, she bound him out until he was
21. However, for some reason, he was returned and the court orders were rescinded.
He might have been too much to handle and wouldn’t “do right” as my grandmother
would say! As long as I've been researching, I've never seen a “bound boy” returned.
But thankfully for whatever reason, he was returned to his mother, and the court pa-
pers showed his middle name was “A,” certainly for his father, Adam, as well has his
full birthdate, as well as proving Eleanor was a widow and she was Ephraim’s mother.

It has been very difficult to convince my Yoder relatives that Eleanor, not her
sister Sally, was Adam Yoder’s wife, and as such, that my Ephraim Yother was the
descendant of Conrad & Catherine Huffman Yoder and Allen & Susannah Davis, all
of Lincoln County.

Also, Dr. Fred Roy Yoder was such an esteemed family member and researcher, no
one could believe he might have been wrong, so I was frowned upon because I chal-
lenged the section concerning Adamss line.
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“Original Zion Lutheran Church Birth and Baptism Records 1806-1844, Lincoln
County, NC,”. Microfilm. Crumley Archives, 4201 N. Main Street, Columbia, SC.
09 July 1811. Correctly translated: “Adam Yoder and his wife Nelly a son John
George born 9 July 1811.” According to German script expert and YNL consul-
tant, Bruce Stahly, the birth entry in Zion Church records confirms the name of
Adam Yoder’s wife’s name is “Nelly.”

To his credit, the marriage record was a primary record, so he thought hed have
to work with it, and who would dope a church record?!! But after examining all re-
cords, I realized that Adam and his brother were illiterate and wouldn’t have realized
the mistake. The clerk probably knew the older Daniel Yoder, and absentmindedly
write his name as the groom. For whatever reason, it was a huge mistake! Each one of
those mistakes wasn’t cause for concern, but when I created a timeline and pinpointed
where each of Conrad’s sons and Allen Davis’ daughters were at each possible junc-



Thank you Lincoln County and the City of
Lincolnton for your ongoing support of the
LCHA’s mission to collect, preserve, and share
Lincoln County’s rich history!
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ture, it was so obvious that a major problem existed, and
it wasn’t just wishful thinking on my part.

Then learning that Macon County’s “Widow Ellinder
Yoder” was definitely my Ephraim A. Yothers mother, and
seeing the Cherokee Indian papers listing him as Adam
Yoder, Jr’s brother, I was astonished! Finally, after all these
years, it came together in a flash! The fact that the NC
Archives, the SC Crumley Archives, and the Yoder Family
in America recognized the truth was pretty overwhelming.

To my knowledge, only one person tried to prove this
line, but he was unsuccessful because of the legal records.
They were wrong, but he didn’t push it. And the typed
church records were wrong, but he didn’t know where the
originals were, either. The Yoder man who wrote the Yoder
book was descended from the first wife’s son, so although
he would have liked to have known the truth of what
became of Adam, he didn’t go any further than viewing
census records.

At any rate, I am thrilled to be a Yoder descendant,
and more than thrilled to have broken the code and
proved, without a doubt, that Adam and NELLY were my
ancestors!!!

We are always in awe of researchers who doggedly
pursue a sometimes very ragged paper trail to prove or
disprove a family fact or legend. Sometimes we can help
and sometimes not.

We have two Yoder geneaologies on our library shelf.
The first is by G.M. Yoder and the second is by family
researcher Fred Yoder, whom you mentioned. We would
be very interested in adding your findings to our files.

With your permission, I'd also like to add your full
article to our online blog.

J. Hill

I travel through Lincoln County frequently. One road
name I have run across is Old Plank Road. It must have
some history associated with it. Any information would be
appreciated.

You could say that plank roads were the infancy of
the interstate highway system, designed to create a trans-
portation network between economic hubs.

And they’re just what they sound like: roads made
of wooden planks. Starting with pine and oak sills (slabs
6 to 8 inches thick), they were covered cross-wise with
planks about 8 inches wide and three inches thick. Fol-

lowed up with a covering of gravel or sand, they made an
enormous improvement over muddy, rutted roads, and
were meant to increase commerce. Better roads repre-
sented progress.

According to the Encyclopedia of North Carolina
as edited by William S. Powell in 2006, the Fayetteville
& Western Plank Road was the first to be ratified by the
North Carolina General Assembly. Constructed between
1849 and 1854 at a cost of $200,000, it was 129 miles
long, from Fayetteville in Cumberland County to Betha-
nia in Forsyth County. From one end of the state to the
other, many other projects followed.

The state assembly ratified the creation of The West-
ern Plank Road Company on January 28, 1851 to build
a plank road from Charlotte to Lincolnton and subse-
quently to Newton. The estimated cost of the project was
$1500 and 160,000 feet of lumber per mile. In June of
1851, local commissioners were soliciting subscribers at
$50 per share. An amendment to that act approved on
December 20, 1852 said that as soon as five miles were
completed, the owners could begin to charge a toll of
up to 4 cents per mile. (Sources: The Annals of Lincoln
County by William L. Sherrill, and the Lincoln Courier,
June 28, 1851.)

PLANK ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN NORTH CAROLINA, 1850-60
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. Gulf and Graham.

In the 1850s, approximately 500 miles of plank road
were laid in North Carolina, but for several reasons, the
plank road movement seemed to be designed to fail. The
circumstances surrounding the Civil War damaged or
destroyed many plank roads.

Read more about it: Carolana.com/NC/Transportation/
roads/nc_plank_roads; “The Plank Road Movement

in North Carolina” North Carolina Historical Review
(1939) 16: 1-22, 147-73; Northcarolinahistory.org/ency-
clopedia/plank-roads
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LCHA Updates

Four Added to LCHA Board

Please help us welcome four new board members
who were approved at the annual meeting on June 29.

Bill Beam has been involved with the LCHA since he
was 12 and served as secretary when he was only 14. He
was instrumental in the development of the Ramsour’s
Mill battleground area and cabin, was S
on the founding board of the Lincoln
Cultural Center, served on the county’s
Historical Preservation Commission,
and is an active member of Cedar Grove
Lutheran Church. Bill lives and breathes
Lincoln County history. -

Tom Howard, a Lincoln County native, is president of
Howard Construction Co. and Southoward Solar De-
signs, Inc.. He is the project manager for the renovation
of Pleasant Retreat Academy, and instrumental in the
relocation of the log cabin at Ramsour’s
Mill and the house to Madison/Derr
furnace. He is a past chairman of the
Historical Preservation Commission,
and past president of both the Lincoln
Cultural Center and the Lincoln Theater
Guild. He is married to Gaye How-
ard and has two daughters and one granddaughter. He
enjoys travel, organic gardening, caving, and rock climb-
ing.

Robin Johnson is a lifelong Lincolnton resident. She
is a member of the Lincolnton UDC where she took care
of the Pleasant Retreat Academy/Me- w1
morial Hall for 10 years, was a member "
of Lincoln County Crimestoppers for
six years, worked at Panthers/Suites for
23 years, and delivers Linc Meals. She
enjoys taking nature photos, feeding the
birds, spending time with her six grand-
children, and swimming.

Rick Ramseur grew up in one of the county’s his-
torical homes (Woodside-1798). He retired from a 32
year tenure with Vermont American/Robert Bosch Tool
Company where his last position was
Corporate Training Director. He served
three terms on the Historical Preserva-
tion Commission and is currently on the |
boards of Lincoln Landmarks, Lincoln
Concert Association, and the Lincoln
Cultural Center. His hobbies include
music, magic, and world travel.

Charter School Students On Tour
On June 29, the
LCHA welcomed
a group of mid-
dle-schoolers from
Lincoln Charter
- Denver for their
summer Art and
Future Camp. Led
by their instructor,
Sonda Underwood,
the students enjoyed touring the Arts Council quilt ex-
hibit followed by a tour of LCHA collection on the third
floor and a discussion on Catawba Valley pottery and
genealogy. They concluded their visit with an historic
walking tour of downtown Lincolnton.

Recent Accessions

2023.018: Objects from the history of Rock Springs High
School including trophies, plaques, and photos. Given
by Brian Palmer and placed on loan to Rock Springs
School.

2023.019: Western Electric telephone switchboard and
chair, circa 1950s. Given in memory of Bob Robinson by
Heather Robinson.

- Editor’s note: Help us
solve a mystery and give this &
unique artifact the attention
is deserves! We know this is a
hospital switchboard, but don’t l ‘
know which hospital. It was in ==
the area with a 483 prefix. The .
clues are in the extensions: et
pharmacy, labor and delivery,
central supply and x-ray, etc.
For personnel there is a Mr.
Nation and someone named
Stutts.

2023.020: Items belonging to Lethia Hoffman Elmore
including report cards from Hickory Grove and Lincoln-
ton High School, music books and sheet music. Given by
Janet Thomas.

2023.021: Collection of notebooks containing material
from the Review Book Club for years 2002, 2016-2019,
and 2021. Given by Gayle Park.



2023.022: Photograph of Lincolnton Prison Camp, 1959.

Given by Matt Boles.

2023.023: White lace full length dress by Alda Crowe.
Given by Matt Boles.

2023.024: Single wood and glass pane door and hard-
ware from North State Hotel. LCHA purchase.

2023.025: Newbold High School 1963 yearbook. Given
by Matt Boles.

2023.026: Deed for lot 4, NW Court Square (the Michal,
Butt, Brown, Pressley home) from Zephania Butt to Dr.
M.L. Brown. Given by Lindsey Porter.

New and Renewed Memberships
Dr. & Mrs. Roy L. Alson

Jessica & Wesley Baker

Matt Boles

Rondel Burke

Allison T. Clark

Kathy Correll

Allan Elomaa

Wilson Wrenshall Farrell

Ola Mae Foster

Dennis & Elizabeth Griffith
Janice D. Pierone

Fred E. Jarrett

Lee & Brenda Killian

Marc & Kimberly Kurtz
Smitty & Gail Little

Mike Peters

Spurgeon Roberts

Victor & Jean Searfoss

Thank you, Donors!
Sustainer Level
Allison T. Clark

Benefactor Level
Matt Boles

Contributor Level

Dr. & Mrs. Roy L. Alson in memory of Dr. S.E. Richbourg
Rondel Burke

Kathi Correll

Norma Black in memory of Elsie Dyer

Wilson Wrenshall Farrell

Mike Peters

Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Recap

The Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend, held June 17 and 18 at the battle site, capped off an-
other successful year at the LCHA. Thanks are due to reenactors from Tryon County Militia, Locke’s Militia, and
Mecklenburg Militia, our suttlers and demonstrators, Bill Anderson, the Lincoln County Hearth Cooks, Lincoln
County Maintenance and the Historic Preservation Commission, Thunder Over Carolina, Inc., Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution, Daughters of the American Revolution, and many volunteers. Because of them, folks throughout
the region are learning about Lincoln County’s rich Revolutionary era history! LCHA photos by Matt Donnelly

Gen. Georgé and Martha Washington
addressing the troops

_ i \ =
A beautiful and delicious salmagundi
prepared by the Lincoln County Hearth

Cooks led by Paulette Gardner

Militiameemonstrating camp life in 1780

Andrea Ihle
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Western Union Telegram Personal Dellvery for You

If you saw “Miss Jessie” pedaling her Schwinn down
your street, one of your neighbors was receiving urgent
news. Sometimes the news was full of joy and sometimes
it brought heartbreak, but the Western Union telegrams
she delivered by bicycle represented the most efficient
way to send messages before fax, email, and text.

Messages sent by wire were cheaper than a long
distance phone calls, but called for an abbreviated and
to-the-point message. Forget emojis. Punctuation cost
extra, so the word STOP was used for a period because
the four-letter word was free.

Jessie Maze, a native of Indiana, learned Morse
Code as a young girl and began her career with Western
Union as a telegraph girl in Florida in 1913. When the
company gave her an opportunity to transfer, she chose
Lincolnton, and moved here when she was only 19. Her
assignment was to cover for the manager who was taking
a three-month leave of absence, then move to another of-
fice. When the regular manager didn’t return, she stayed.

In fact, according to her, a group of citizens got
together and wrote to Western Union saying they wanted
her to stay. Western Union wrote back to say that they
had no intention of moving the popular young girl. That
began her love affair with Lincolnton, but soon there was
more romance in the air.

When she was 22, she married 28-year-old World
War I Army veteran Lee Franklin Cline in an evening
ceremony at the pastorium of Rev. J.A. Snow of Lin-
colnton (First) Baptist Church. Lee Cline is most often
remembered as the man who managed the Standard Oil
Service Station that stood where Sherrill, Blake, and Har-
rison, CPA, stands today. They eventually settled in at 315
E. Sycamore Street.

She began delivering telegrams by bicycle during
World War II, when delivery boys were hard to get. She
bought her bicycle in 1942 for a song from then Mayor
A L. Tait, who purchased a bike for his wife (who refused
to ride it).

She only had one major accident on her bike, and
that was when she was struck by a city police car backing
out of a driveway in 1947. Three stitches in her scalp and
three in her knee, and she was back at her desk at the
Western Union office, getting ready to ride again.

Cline delivered all over town, and you can imagine
that she heard a lot of secrets. She sometimes had to
deliver messages to prisoners in the county jail and to
men shooting pool in the local pool hall. Once she was
confronted by a police officer to divulge the contents of a
message sent by a bootlegger and she refused to break the
trust of her customer.

In an article that appeared in the Gastonia Gazette in
1962, Cline recalled the saddest part of her career, deliv-

For 50 years, Jessie Cline was manager of Lincolnton’s
Western Union Office, located in the Cobb Building next
door to the Reinhardt Building on West Court Square.
For years, one of the most common sights in Lincolnton
was Miss Jessie riding her bike to deliver a telegram.
Charlotte Observer photo.

ering death and casualty notices.

During World War II, the sight of a Western Union
courier was feared because the War Department used
telegrams to notify families of the death of their loved
ones.

She supposed she had delivered more than 100 such
messages to families of servicemen during World War II
and the Korean Conflict. She said she always tried to stay
with the recipient until she determined whether or not
she could be of help or comfort to the family.

Sadly, she learned of the deaths of both her father
and her mother by telegrams arriving at the Lincolnton
office in 1923 and 1925 respectively.

Jessie would continue to deliver messages by bicy-
cle until she retired in the late 60s. She said she never
saw the need to learn to drive a car when she could
pedal everywhere she needed to go.

Jessie and Lee were together until he passed away
in 1975. There is no record of children. After Lee’s
death, she returned to Brooksville, Florida to be near
her remaining siblings and passed away in 1984. She is
buried in Brooksville Cemetery.

Source: “She Mounts Her Bike and Away She Goes,” by Del Lazenby, Gastonia Gazette,
Dec. 9, 1962; “Cline-Maze,” Lincoln County News, Feb. 17, 1921; “Jessie Recalled As

That Girl on a Bike,"” Gastonia Gazette, Oct. 18, 1970; Obituary for Lee Franklin Cline, The
Charlotte Observer, Mar. 24, 1975; Obituary for Jessie M. Cline, The Tampa Tribune, March
2, 1984.



Upcoming Events

October 13 & 14

Lincoln County Catawba Valley Pottery Market,
Lincoln Cultural Center. Buy, sell, or trade.
Regional and Catawba Valley pottery.
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The Iceman Cometh continued from page one

within ten years, Johnston’s modern ice plant had expand-
ed to a capacity of 27 tons. Selling ice at 60 cents per 100
pounds, he managed to service customers in Lincolnton
and towns within a 20 mile radius.

By 1925, Lincolnton’s city directory listed T.V. (Thom-
as Vance) Lineberger living at 505 E. Main Street. On the
back of this lot, facing East Sycamore, Lineberger erected a
plant to make and store ice and to keep coal. It was known
as T.V. Lineberger Ice and Fuel Co.

Heavner recalls that this was the company his mother
chose for ice. She had a colorful square card with numbers
printed on it. On the day she needed ice, she would hang
the card on the porch with one of the numbers facing up.
The number told the delivery man how much ice to leave
that week.

“All the kids in our
block gleefully played
in the dirt street as we
waited on the ice wag-
on,” said Heavner. “Here
it came — a large wood
wagon pulled by a draft
horse.

“The rig was piloted
by the kindly Gaston
Herndon. To obtain a
25-pound block for his
ice order, he had to cut a 100-pound block into four pieces.
This cutting tended to release some nice showers. As the
driver got off the wagon with 25 pounds on his back, we
scurried onto the wagon and quickly grabbed up the piec-
es. These were real treats.”

LINEBERGER
ICE & FUEL CO.

LCHA Photo, Clyde Cornwell Collection

N

Heavner describes his mother’s ice box as about 3 1/2
foot square and insulated by double walls packed with
sawdust.

“We were threatened with hellfire and damnation if we
were caught picking any ice off the block in our ice box,” he
said.

Around 1913, electric refrigerators, Frigidaires, Kev-
inators, Norges, began to be massed produced, and the
ice wagon became a part of history. The next time you fill
your glass with sparkling ice or reach for a cold snack this
summer, think about the ice man.

- Carole Howell
Sources: “lce Wagons Chilled Summers Past,” by David C. Heavner, LCHA Newsletter, August

1994; Johnston Ice & Fuel Company, The Lincoln County News, July 7, 1922; historyofrefrigera-
tion.com; iceboxmemories.com;

_J
Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford

Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fourth year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that youd like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which
we distribute to members and to the public via the
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,
please consider becoming a sponsor.
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Current office hours are

1 until 5 on Thursdays and
10 until 4 on Saturdays
with other hours by
appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

[ individual | $20 [ Patron | $250 [] Historian | $2,500

LINCOLN D Family | $35 D Benefactor | $500 D Other:
C OU NTY [] Contributor | $100 [] Sustainer | $1,000
H | S TO RI CAL [] My gift is in honor of:
ASSOCIATION
[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln

County. All members and

contributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




