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	 Grave markers, whether they be a mound 
of seashells, a fieldstone, or an elaborate stone 
structure, have been used to remember and 
honor dead loved ones for thousands of years. 
Consider the pyramids of Egypt.
	 Some of the most elaborate grave stones 
came into popu-
larity during the 
Victorian era, 
and the use of 
marble became 
standard around 
the time of the 
Civil War.
	 Stonecut-
ters made it 
their business to 
design and carve 
these stones by 
mallet and chisel. 
Lincolnton’s res-
ident stonecutter 
was John Thomas 
McLean.
	 McLean was born in Lincoln County in 
1866 to clerk of court James Logan and Marga-
ret Smith McLean. His interest in stonecutting 
started at the youthful age of 12 and he was 
apprenticed to R.H. Templeton, operator of a 
marble works in Lincolnton. 
	 His first marbleworks was located on a va-
cant lot at 117 Southeast Court Square. In 1885, 
he opened McLean & Co. or Lincoln Marble 
Works in a small building just west of his home 
at 510 East Main St.. By 1890, McLean’s compa-
ny was the only marble operation listed in the 

state business directory for Lincoln County.
	 McLean used century-old hand techniques 
on his carved monuments until World War I, 
with the marble and granite purchased from 
Vermont. To fashion his stones, McLean used 
lignum vitae and hickory mallets with metal 
chisels. He is said to be able to lay off and cut 
five inscriptions in a day. 
	 According to his son, J. Thomas “Mac,” 
McLean, Jr., his father was always in search of 
new and more attractive lettering styles, recall-
ing, “Every time he’d see a bunch of letters in a 
magazine or catalog that appealed to him, he’d 
tear it our and then he 
would stick it up,” in the 
shop. His trademark sig-
nature, “McLean & Co.” 
is carved on his stone 
creations in cemeter-
ies throughout Lincoln 
County. 
	 McLean also used a 
unique second signature 
that set his work apart. 
His “Born” always sloped 
to the left, and his “Died” 
always sloped to the 
right, as demonstrated in 
the stone of John Shrum 
(right) that can be found 
in the Keener-Shrum 
Cemetery in Lincoln 
County. 
	 McLean’s market was 
somewhat limited to his 
small town, and much larger marble yards in 

McLean & Co. - Stonecutters
Carving out a legacy

LCHA Photo

Findagrave.com photo
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Letters to the Association
The Lincoln County Historian 
is published six times a 
year by the Lincoln County 
Historical Association 
for LCHA members and  
contributors. 

Story submissions and ideas 
for upcoming issues are 
welcomed and encour-
aged. 

Past issues of The Historian 
are posted on our website.
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T. Newman
	 Thanks for calling me last Thursday about an inquiry for my family heritage who 
merged and came through Lincoln, Tryon, and Rowan counties back in late 1700s 
into mid-1800s.  
	 My sister and I have done fairly extensive research via Ancestry.com on our 
family roots but know there is always more information from historical museums and 
archives like Lincoln county.
	 Also, my sister and I are planning a possible trip to the area March 17th through 
20th. We would love to schedule time with you to review what you have found, and 
we will visit graves in the area of our ancestors. We look forward to hearing from you 
about our heritage!
	 The following represents our family ancestors who were born, died, married and/
or lived/passed through Lincoln county and surrounding counties/towns.

Paternal Family Line
Abernathy Family Line
	 William Miles Abernathy/Ursula Bradshaw - Nathan Abernathy, Sr.
	 Nathan/Eve A. Cline - Sarah Elizabeth Abernathy

Cline Family Line
	 Andreas Michael Klein/Eva Maria Kerns Uberbellig - Valentine Cline
	 Valentine Cline/Anna G. Gantzler (Gentzler or Cansler) - Eve A. Cline

Gentzler (Spelling varies) Family Line
	 Philip Wilhem Cansler/Gentzler/Maria Juliana ‘Uly’ Winermyer - 
	 Anna Gertrout Gantzler

Goodson Family Line
	 George Goodson Jr./Sarah Mandue
	 Matthew Goodson/Elizabeth Sanders
	 Joel Goodson/Elizabeth Brotherton
	 John Franklin Goodson/Sarah Elizabeth Abernathy - Francis Lucretia Goodson
	 Francis Lucretia Goodson/William Pinion (our 3X great grandparents)

Maternal Family Line
Oliphant Family Line
	 John Oliphant/Mary Jean Stewart - Robert Oliphant
	 Robert Oliphant/Rebecca Clayton - Samuel Oliphant
	 Samuel Oliphant/Unknown - Hardin Tilden Oliphant (our 5X and 4X great 		
	 grandfathers)

Clayton Family Line
	 George Clayton/Sarah Dodson - Rebecca Clayton

	 We are always thrilled to welcome families with Lincoln County connections to 
our genealogy library, and your enthusiasm was contagious! Also by pre-planning 
your visit to North Carolina, we were able to connect you with the Oliphant family 
in Iredell County (thanks, Ashley Oliphant) and make the most of your time with 
us. 
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L. Long
	 I’m doing some family research for Michael Queen 
presently living in Pittsboro, NC. We can’t find anything 
on his grandfather, Wade Hampton Queen, except census 
records. Apparently in Oct, 1903, he was murdered. There 
is nothing on Newspapers.com. Of course everything that 
pops up is about THE Wade Hampton!!
	 He was born April 4, 1878 in Burke County, but I 
believe he lived most of his life in Lincoln County. His wife 
was Martha Ann Mace Queen (1872-1937). I believe she 
remarried some point after W.H. Queen died, as I see she 
also used the name Hall.
	 He is buried in the First Methodist Church cemetery 
in Lincolnton on Findagrave. And as I look for family trees 
on Ancestry and FamilySearch, his death date and picture 
of his headstone are on the trees but no other info includ-
ing sources! W.H. Queen’s father was Jamason Queen 
(1818-1902); died in Lincoln County and is also buried in 
the Old Methodist Church Cemetery. 
	 I do not know if y’all do any research but thought I 
would give it a try. Would love to find a death notice or 
newspaper article about the event.  

	 I was able to use the keywords “murder” and 
“Queen” to find a clipping from the Charlotte Observer 
dated November 18, 1903.
	 The headline reads: “Murder Charge Dismissed. 
Cade Seagle, Accused of Responsibility for the Death of 
W.H. Queen at Lincolnton is Exonerated.”
	 So what were the circumstances? According to the 
article, Calvin and Cade Seagle and a Mr. Smith were 

out with Queen and all were drinking. Queen, who was 
more intoxicated than the others, tried to fight with 
Cade Seagle who was able to push him to the ground 
several times. At one point, Cade pushed Queen down 
and he rolled over and remained there, apparently asleep. 
The men decided to leave him there, concluding that 
when he woke up, he could walk to his home near Elm 
Grove Cotton Mill. 
	 Seagle and the others returned home and told 
Queen’s wife and brother that he was “down drunk.” 
Queen’s brother and the Seagle boys hitched up a buggy 
and went back out to retrieve him. When they got there, 
they found Queen breathing hard and appearing to be 
in critical condition. They gathered him up in the buggy 
and headed home, but he did not survive. 
	 An inquest was held the next day by Coroner Hauser, 
and a post-mortem was conducted by County Physician 
Sain assisted by Dr. Crowell. They concluded that Queen 
had died from the effects of the whiskey and not foul 
play. The family, not having been notified, had Cade Sea-
gle arrested. Seagle was bound over with a bond of $100 
to answer the charge of an affray. The conclusion is in the 
headline. 

Angelo at National Trust
Dear Friends and supporters of the Mount Vernon School 
Preservation, 
	 On behalf of our President, Ola Mae Foster and the 
board of directors. We thank you for the support of our 
proposal to National Trust. Your support will give us the 
momentum to secure the $75,000 grant from the National 
Trust African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund. It 
is a nationally competitive grant and if funded could bring 
us closer to the reconstruction of the substructure. We have 
also selected our contractor to start on the exterior preser-
vation. But without a sound substructure we would not be 
able to use our historic school at full capacity.
	 Your letters also reflects the diverse support we have 
received; a community-based organization, Lincoln Coun-
ty Historic Association, Ted Alexander our state senator, 
corporate partner in Charlotte School of Archeology and 
Historic Preservation organization in Preservation North 
Carolina (PNC).
	 We also have received a grant from Timken Industries 
for $75,000 for substructure reconstruction and retained 
the services of a structural engineer. If successful in receiv-
ing the Trust grant and fully understand the problems of 
our substructure we will begin securing competitive bids 
for the reconstruction this fall.
 	 Thank you, Angelo!

Recent visitors to the LCHA offices were Todd Newman, 
far left, and his sister Stacie Oliphant, who were excited 
to confirm stories and learn more about their Lincoln 
County cousins. In the background are Carole Howell, 
LCHA president, and Karyna Miller, volunteer. 
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Congratulations and Thank You!
	 Russell Putnam, member of BSA Troop 28 of the Two Rivers 
District Piedmont Council, received his Eagle Scout rank at a 
Court of Honor on April 30. 
	 Putnam’s Eagle Scout project was building a beautiful raised 
garden at the Christian Reinhardt cabin to be used as an educa-
tional tool. He also created firewood racks and repaired several 
dilapidated wooden benches.
	 He received guidance from LCHA member and former pres-
ident of the Historic Preservation Commission, Bill Stark, shown 
left.
	 Putnam has a deep interest in the battle at Ramsour’s Mill 
since he is related to one of the soldiers who fought there. He 
plans to attend The Citadel and pursue studies in civil engineer-
ing. Soar high, Russell!

Recent Accessions
2023.009: Copy of  People of Our Town,  a compilation of articles 
and poetry by Gladys Mason Childs; a copy of The Descendants 
of Peter Houser compiled by Helen Peeler; copy of Houser Histo-
ry prepared by James Paul Houser, 1977; copy of Houser History 
prepared by James P. Houser, 1983. Given by Carolyn Heafner 
Williams

2023.010: A copy of African American Hospitals in North Caro-
lina, 39 Institutional Histories 1880-1967 by Phoebe Ann Pollitt. 
Given by Herb Stanford

2023.011: Copy of Daniel Carpenter’s Will; Joseph Carpenter 
will; History of Lincolnton; Battle of Ramsour’s Mill; letter from 
Mrs. M.O. Carpenter to Mike Gilbert. Given by Bill Beam

2023.012: Black and white portrait (copy) of Col. Wade Hampton 
(III); color photograph of Mt. Welcome, Reinhardt Home on 
Mariposa Road. Given in memory of Heath and Wade Rein-
hardt. Given by Kathryn Reinhardt

2023.014: Extensive collection of books and photographs from 
the Eleanor Rodd Porter family, previous owners of the Michel, 
Butt, Brown, Pressly house. Given by Claire Harrison

2023.015: Original land grant to George Adam Sights, November 
5, 1764; Surveyors report - tract of land surveyed for J.A. Goode 
to be conveyed to Mrs. Jennie Orson by T.L. Bandy, Surveyor, 
Feb. 25, 1909; Jacob Arents and Henry Rudisill Jr. agreement - 
Leeper’s Creek, Aug. 16, 1816. Given by Anne Michael

2023.016: Reprint: Annals of Lincoln County by William L. 
Sherrill; Sorting Out The New South City, Race, Class, and Urban 
Development in Charlotte 1875-1975 by Thomas W. Hanchett; 
Lincoln County Revisited by Jason Harpe and the LCHA; Our 
Enduring Past by Marvin A. Brown. Given by Herb Stanford

2023.017: Letters to Little Children by Their Father, American 
Tract Society (handwritten date 1836); Marriage Bonds of Tryon 
and Lincoln County by Curtis Bynum, 1929; Dr. Martin Brown’s 
medical ledger beginning around 1857 and ending around 1860; 
Medical ledger beginning around 1860; Medical ledger begin-
ning around 1857 and ending around 1863; Clothbound store 
ledger, Annie Michael 1875; partially used as scrapbook 1853; 
Large leatherbound journal beginning around 1874 to log medi-
cal treatments and charges. Given by Lindsey Porter.

New and Renewed Memberships
John Barineau
Margaret Birke
David & Johnnie Bynum
Shelley R. Early
David & Linda Edwards
Wilson Farrell
Willie & Debbie Heafner
John B. Hoyle
John M. Hurt
Elsie Keever
Vicki Kopf
Debra Lail
Jim Love
Lori McCourt
Linda Minor in memory of Mary Abernethy Dellinger
Laura Morris
Wayne Premo
Robert Rasmussen
Linda C. Rudisill
Dr. Edgar Seagle

LCHA Updates
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Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria
Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford
Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fourth year of The 
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year 
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on 
your donation that you’d like for your gift to be in 
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals 
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which 
we distribute to members and to the public via the 
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and 
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln 
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, 
please consider becoming a sponsor. 

May is Preservation Month! Thank you to all who participated in our windows conser-
vation workshop at the Michal, Butt, Brown Pressley house on April 29. We were excit-
ed to have Chris Stone and Dylon Emory of Foothills Historic Conservation to lead the 
group. Pictured left to right are Chris Stone, Randall Stevens, Mark Kurtz, Bill Beam, 
Angie Horne, Mel and Cindy Whitener, and Dylon Emory. 

Herb Stanford
Rosalind Welder
James & Mitsuko Wood
William Wood

Thank you, Donors!
Benefactor Level
Dr. Edgar Seagle in memory of F. Craig Seagle and Spunk James 
Seagle and Mrs. Eva James

Patron Level
Jean Cherry in memory of Dorothy Nell Bass Clark
James F. (Jim) Smith in memory of his aunt, Het King

Contributor Level
John Barineau in memory of Addie Ramseur Grier Barineau
Wilson Farrell
Willie & Debbie Heafner
John M. Hurt
Vicki Kopf
Debra Lail
Lori McCourt in memory of Salllie Belle Plonk Chapman
Laura Morris
Linda C. Rudisill
Herb Stanford
James & Mitsuko Wood
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McLean	 and Co. – Stonecutters, continued from page one
Charlotte were stiff competition. 
To make ends meet for his wife 
and seven children, the family 
kept the North State Hotel. His 
son, Mac, was born in the Hotel 
in 1899. 
	 McLean also served as Lin-
colnton Mayor from 1903-1904. 
In addition to gravestones, he did 
all of the trimming and fitting 
of the Indiana limestone blocks 
for the downtown court house 
and carved the cornerstone. He 
also received the contract for 
the stonework in the Reinhardt 
Building under construction in 
1913. Many homes display his work in the form of hearths 
and hearthlinings made from eastern Lincoln County 
limestone.
	 Mac recalled that while he was serving in France 
during World War I, his father purchased a pneumatic air 
hammer. The hammer was placed against the chisel and 
provided the striking force, speeding up the carving pro-
cess, and lowering the price of the finished stone. The $500 
investment, at a time when a Ford automobile cost $350, 
made it possible for McLean to compete with the Charlotte 
yards, and was the motivation for Mac to learn the busi-

ness when he returned from the 
war. 
	 During Mac’s apprentice-
ship, he learned all of the ins and 
outs of the marble-cutting trade. 
“Son, don’t try to carve human 
figures,” Mac’s father said. “If you 
get the human body out of pro-
portion a little bit, it looks con-
spicuous.” Following his advice, 
Mac carved lambs and doves, but 
no people. Both father and son 
used design books furnished by 
the monument firms.

	 In some cases, however, 
Mac and his father would copy a design from a cemetery 
by using pieces of harness leather with black dressing on 
them like carbon paper. They would rub the leather on the 
gravestone, then lay it on the surface of the smooth stone 
and rub again, transferring the design.

	 J. Thomas McLean, 
Sr. was to die of com-
plications of a stroke in 
1922 at the age of 56. He 
was buried in Hollybrook 
Cemetery. 
	 Mac married 
Georgia Mae Heavner 
(1899-1964), the daughter 
of George Lee and Mamie 
Frances Wise Heavner, 
in 1925. He operated the 
business for some years on 
117 South Academy, but 
relocated to Main Street 
where he and his wife 

could remodel the old shop into their home. Mac carried 
on a successful business, sometimes cutting blanks from 
design books furnished by the stone companies and dis-
playing them in front of the Main Street shop.
	 According to M. Ruth Little’s book, Sticks and Stones, 
Three Centuries of North Carolina Gravemarkers, Mac’s 
method for laying out the design was much the same as his 
father’s. After polishing the surface, he put a final finish 
on the stone with oxalic acid and 
putty. Then he coated the stone 
with a mixture of gum arabic and 
plaster of paris powder. He drew 
the design into this coating with a 
“penny pencil.” Mac was not one 
to sign his work, but like his father 
would slope some of his letters in 
a certain way to distinguish his 
work.
	 When the Great Depression 
hit, however, elaborate tombstones 
were one of the first luxuries to go. 
Mac took a civil service exam and 
became a postman. He was also a fireman with the Lincol-
nton Fire Department, and served for ten years as chair-
man of the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners. He 
continued to cut stones for a few years, then quit altogeth-
er.
	 J. Thomas McLean, Jr., died in 1991 at the age of 91 and 
is buried at Hollybrook.
Sources: 'Sticks & Stones, Three Centuries of North Carolina Gravemarkers” by M. Ruth Little, 
“McLean & Co., - Stonecutter,” an article by David C. Heavner that first appeared in the 
Jan.-Feb. 1999 issue of the Sentinal, the LCHA newsletter; “Lincoln County, North Carolina” by 
Jason Harpe and the LCHA; Lincoln County News, March 17, 1914; Lincoln County News, Nov. 
21, 1914; Findagrave.com; 

If you’re familiar with Main Street in Lincolnton, we’re 
sure you’ll recognize what was once McLean’s monument 
workshop that today serves as Lincoln Insurance Agency 
at 510 East Main. The 1951 photo is from the Duke Peeler 
Collection, LCHA.

The Lincoln County News, 
March 17, 1914

LCHA Photo



07

June 9

Upcoming Events
Let It End Here, a movie premiere and living history event presented by Helms Produc-

tions and Thunder Over Carolina, Inc. A story about the brutal realities of 
Patriot vs. Loyalist during the Southern Campaign of the Revolutionary War. 
Living history event begins at 5:30 p.m., with presentation and movie screen-
ing inside the Lincoln Cultural Center at 7:30 p.m.. Tickets available online 
and at the door, thunderovercarolina.com.

Patriot’s Gala hosted by the Jacob Forney Chapter of the D.A.R. and the Catawba Valley 
Chapter of the  S.A.R.. Opening with a patriotic program, entertainment and 
a feature film by Michael Helms and a visit from George and Martha Wash-
ington. Keynote speaker, Daniel Barefoot. Lincoln Cultural Center, 6:30 
p.m.. Tickets are $35 and available at LCC.Booktix.com

Ghost Walk led by Thunder Over Carolina, Inc. Entrance in the parking area adjacent to 
the Lincolnton High School Football stadium off of Jeb Seagle Drive. Tours 
6 - 9 p.m. approximately every 15 minutes. Price $10. Tickets available onsite 
or at thunderovercarolina.com.

Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend hosted by the Lincoln County 
Historical Association. Revolutionary War encampment, demonstrations, 
vendors, cooking demonstrations, battlefield tours. 9 until 5 on Saturday 
and 9 until 2 on Sunday.  All activities located in and around the Christian 
Rhinehart cabin on Jeb Seagle Drive near the Lincolnton High School stadi-
um. Free and open to the public. A detailed schedule of events is posted at 
LincolnCountyHistory.com.

		  • S.A.R./D.A.R. Annual wreathlaying ceremony at the mass gravesite on the 
hill overlooking Battleground Elementary School. 10 a.m.

		  • Keynote speaker, General George Washington. 1 p.m. under the dinner 
tent at the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Living History Weekend.

Annual LCHA Membership Meeting. “Vampires, Witches, and 
Wampus, Oh My! Separating Folklore, History, 
and Legends” Members and non-members wel-
come. Lincoln Cultural Center, 7 p.m. Brief business 
session followed by guest speaker, Chris Stonestreet, 
teacher of AP U.S. and World History at Mooresville 
Senior High School and adjunct professor of history 
at Central Piedmont Community College. He is a 
contributing writer for the Mooresville Tribune and 
the Charlotte Observer: Iredell Neighbors section, 
and the author of several books including The Battle 
of Cowan’s Ford: General Davidson’s Stand on the 
Catawba River and Its Place in North Carolina History (2012), The Battle of 
Colson’s Mill: Death Knell of the Carolina Tories (2014), A Quick and Bloody 
Affair: The Skirmish at Torrence’s Tavern (2014), and Curse of the Wampus, 
and other Short  Spooky Stories of Piedmont North  Carolina (2016). Refresh-
ments

June 16

June 16 & 17

June 17 & 18

June 29



Current office hours are          
1 until 5 on Thursdays and 
10 until 4 on Saturdays 
with other hours by 
appointment. For the 
fastest response, please 
contact us by email, 

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

403 East Main St.
Lincolnton, NC 28092

Non-Profit Org.
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Please join us in our 

mission to research, 

record, document, and 

promote the history of 

Lincolnton and Lincoln 

County. All members and 

contributors receive our 

bi-monthly newsletter as 

well as advance notice 

and invitations to special 

exhibits and events.

 Individual | $20 

 Family | $35

 Contributor | $100 

 Patron | $250

 Benefactor | $500

 Sustainer | $1,000

 Historian | $2,500

 Other:

 My gift is in honor of:

 My gift is in memory of:

Send an acknowledgment to 

Address 

 Do not acknowledge my gift in print.

 Please contact me to volunteer.

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092. 

If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501c(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:		   	 ZIP:

Email:

Phone #:

Join us Today

There’s more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association 
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com


