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Gladys Mason Childs

Lovingly chronicling “People of Our Town”

One day she would write about running life as a sheltered one in a large graystone home
into Mrs. D.C. Leonard, who she described as  surrounded by a rock wall and a tall, red, iron
always looking beautiful, smartly groomed, gate. There were servants and guards, and hap-
and well-tailored. The next day she is offering ~ py days growing up.
birthday greetings to Robert L. Abernethy who But it was not without its sorrow, as she

“has maintained not recalls several siblings

only his youthful who died as infants.
appearance over She learned to
the years, but his speak Zulu before she
weight.” learned English.
Gladys Mason Childs sailed to
Childs commented America in the 1920s
on the beauty of her with her engineer first

husband, Englishman
Edward Henry “Ted”
Wolff, who operated
the Ropp tin mines

neighbor’s garden,
the condition of the
sidewalks, and the
talent of Sunday’s
soloist. in northern Nigeria.
Poet, songwriter, It was the mining
business that brought

her, her husband, and

playwright, social
journalist, mother,

and friend all de- . i infant son, Quintin, to
scribe a Lincolnton T Ay "" ) . 2l ;. --‘ % the Florida Keys and
transplant who de- i} i ] S = il finally to Lincolnton.
serves tribute during ‘3'. e L TN A Wolft died in 1958 and
Women in History she married local at-
Month. Because of her, we have a record of torney Hampton Childs. That marriage ended
Lincoln County life that we would not have if ~  in divorce.

she had not preserved it. Childs loved the people of her adopted city

She was born on January 8, 1898, and grew  and wove herself into the fabric of the town in
up in Ladysmith, Natal, South Africa, daugh- every way she could.
ter of John and Helen Mason. Her father and She was instrumental in forming the Lin-
four brothers fought for the English in the colnton Little Theater in 1955 by enlisting all of
Boer War, and her father settled down with a the local clubs and organizations to help. They
government position. She describes her early raised money for the first production by selling

Continued on page 5
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Letters to the Association

J. Hartley
Hello,

I know you all don’t have time to do any research for individuals, but I recently
read an interesting story by Carole Howell: “An Empty Tomb: The Story Of A Mar-
riage” which included some info on the Cobbs. I have been looking for years for the
proof of Selina Cobb’s father Clisby Cobb. Selina married Starling Edwards in Lincol-
nton County on 26 March 1793 bond # 000072328.

I was wondering if there was any info in your research library that might mention
Clisby Cobb as the father of Selina Cobb. Clisby died in 1815 and his will was probat-
ed in Lincoln, NC. As far as I can tell, Selina is not mentioned in his will.

If you have any researchers in the area that are for hire I would pay them for the
research. I live in Texas and probably will never make it to North Carolina.

Some days you just get lucky. While flipping through a copy of “In Our Own
Words,” published by the Lincoln County Historical Association in 2006, I came
across the following submitted by Blair ]. Devine:

Clisby Cobb, son of John and Rhoda (Smith) Cobb, was born in Hanover, Mor-
ris County, NJ, on June 21, 1748. His father operated an iron mine and bloomery.

Clisby married Margaret Young in Hanover about 1869/70. Margaret Young
was the daughter of Thomas and Thankful Young of Pequannock in Morris Coun-
ty. He enlisted November 28, 1776 and served in the rank of private in the New
Jersey militia, under the command of Captain Josiah Hall.

During the struggle with England, the lack of iron works in the south was
keenly felt. There was plenty of ore but few who knew how to work it. Clisby was
released from military duty in 1778 to go south and operate iron works. In 1785,
Cobb bought up large tracts of land along Little River in Alleghany County, NC
(Surry Co. at the time). In 1790, he moved into Surry County and by 1793, he was
living in what is now Catawba County. His daughter Salina, who married Sterling
Edwards, and his sister Rachel, who married William Halsey, stayed in the moun-
tains of Allegheny County.

According to Devine’s account in “In Our Own Words,” page 126, an ironworks
was erected on Gunpowder Creek, near Granite Falls, in Caldwell (now Burke)
county. It was called Cobb’s Iron Works and later operated by a Captain Beard and
known as Beard Iron Works.

From the Maiden newspaper of August 12, 1953, we learn the following: “Clis-
by Cobb came to Maiden in 1804 to operate old Jenny Lind Forge here” He did not
live more than 10 years after bringing his family to this community. He died on
August 17, 1815 and is buried on his old farm near Maiden.

J. Mundy, Ellicott City, Maryland

On July 2, 1840, the “friends of [William Henry] Harrison and Reform” in Lin-
coln County, North Carolina, were scheduled to start their “Log Cabin” (and hard ci-
der) campaign trip to Salisbury as noted in The Western Whig Banner, a local weekly
published by the Whig Party in the 1840s. The notice in the paper is accompanied by
a song composed for their trip by a local unnamed Whig. It was written to the tune
of “Rosin the Bow” (Old Rosin the Beau), an old Irish-American drinking song first
published in Philadelphia during 1838.

Thank you, Jim, for bringing that to our attention. The “Log Cabin and Hard
Cider” campaign was the nickname given to war hero William Henry Harrison’s



1840 presidential campaign against Martin Van Bu-
ren. That’s because Democrats liked to say that he

was a man who would rather sit in his log cabin and
drink hard cider than run a country. It seemed to have
backfired a bit, since Harrison was able to utilize his
“log cabin campaign” to recruit voters alienated by the
national economic state and who viewed him as a man

of the people. (The familiar “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too”

was also a campaign motto used by Harrison.)

Catchy campaign songs were pretty popular in
those days when many voters had little or no educa-
tion. Used as advertising, they made it easy for voters
to remember the names of the candidates and their
platforms. It's not too unusual then, but pretty interest-
ing, that a campaign song for Harrison was written by
his supporters in Lincoln County.

At right, from Newspapers.com, are the lyrics just
as they appeared in The Western Whig Banner on Sat-
urday, June 27, 1840:

) \S

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford

Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fourth year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that youd like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which
we distribute to members and to the public via the
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,
please consider becoming a sponsor.
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HARD CIDER.

. The Iriends of Harrison and |
Reform are invited to attend on

the 2d of July, at 10 o’clock in
the mommg in Lincolnton, at

which time the Lo« nbm Wlll ;

start for Suhsbury et

The Camping ground of the first hight,
will Be at or ncar Beaty’s Ford. -

The Yollowing dong has been composed for
the dccéslon, by a Whig of this places -

TllE LOG CABIN,
- g;;r..ﬂRobz ihe Bow.”
Avast mﬁu! l{‘-‘”’d‘; ‘h” bo’"
H Cabi t:i‘um
For Fre(?do:l‘:he‘l:u mﬁw '
_And will strike fét “old».'l‘i'» '

At CowrENs, R.ursoyn s Q?ll m ﬁm~

TAIN

The Soil where the hmﬁ. first grev
Tyrants blood spouted forth like a founum,
As well as at Tippecance.

"Twas there "neail the Banriet of Froedom
Oppressors, our forcfathers slew ;

They fought v with their Heros fo lead; them

Andﬁw a

Come Matty yon’ie ruined the, Nnﬂob.
Make room for our Farmer so true, °
Who nc’er will disgrace his high station,

Thé Mero'of Tnppecnnoc

Away with you syéophonfs ! vanish
You corrupfing, toad-ealing crew,
Oar Soldier will make you walk Spanish
Like the Indians at lmpccmoe. * .
ThenHuzza! for Refnrm and for l'l&'
Onederm for our Presideat R s
WHIGS will conquer,—a hero 1o lead the
And that Fero “Old Tippccance.”
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LCHA Updates

Recent Accessions
2023.001: The Acorn, 1945 Union High School year-
book. Found in collection

2023.002: The Newboldlite, 1958 Newbold High School
yearbook. Given by Matt Boles

2023.003: Swastika armband picked up in the Paris
streets on Victory in Europe Day by Burgin Columbus
McGinnis of Lincolnton. McGinnis was in Patton’s 3rd
Army of Engineers. Given by his step-daughter, Jill Ead-
dy.

2023.004: Miscellaneous ephemera from the mid-1990s
including receipts and advertising materials. Given by
Karyna Miller.

2023.005: Handmade booklet of poems by Leroy Mag-
ness from 1962 and 1966. Given by Bill Beam

2023.006: Schoolbooks, mantlepiece, weathervane from
the home of Samuel Adolphus Hager. Given by Jeft Hag-
er.

2023.007: Collected notebooks and files of Barbara
Shrum Blanton on the Lincolnton High School class of
1943. Given by daughter, Barbara Frick.

2023.008: Color postcard of Reinhardt Building on Ar-
mistice Day. Given by Bill Beam.

New and Renewed Memberships
Heath Belcher

Patricia Bianchi

Kathryn Birke

Christopher Boyles

Harry & Diane Brogden

Edward Boyles

Doug Bynum

Robert Cooke

Frances Dellinger

Brenda Dobbins

Janet Duckworth

Jane Finger

Barbara Frick

Jane Goodson & Sherry Hamrick

Maxine Gordon

Ann C. Graham in memory of Gen. Joseph Graham
John & Laura Gregory

Jane Heymann

Ed & Emma House

Angela Horne

John Lantz

Edward & Doris Little
Claude Loving
Theresa S. Lowe

John Mauney
Georgia Moffitt
Glenda Noles

Mike Peters

Rick Ramseur

Jody & Ann Rhyne
Kenneth and Linda Harrill Rudisill
Martha B. Rudisill
Jerry Saine

Frances Sigmon

Betsy Speed

Mackey Stamey
Gurtha Strand
Margaret Tuchmann
Mary Whisonant

Thank you, Donors!

Sustainer Level
Walter Clark

Benefactor Level
Bill Anderson for Plonk Family Cemetery

Patron Level

Mark Boyd in memory of Billy Lentz

John Michael Cline in honor of Cline and Wood family heirs
Barbara Frick in honor and memory of the Lincolnton High
School Class of 1943

Russell Putnam in support of the herb garden at the Reinhardt
Cabin at Battleground

Contributor Level

Edward Boyles

Harry & Diane Brogden

Frances Dellinger in memory of Mary Abernethy Dellinger and
Thern Dellinger

Janet Duckworth

John & Laura Gregory

Glenda Noles

John Lantz

Mike Peters

Rick Ramseur

Kenneth and Linda Harrill Rudisill

Martha B. Rudisill for Plonk Family Cemetery

Saine Hardware & Garden Center

Betsy Speed

Margaret Tuchmann in memory of Steve & Lelia Reinhardt
Mary Whisonant



Upcoming Events

April 29

Window Conservation Workshop, 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. at 202 West Main St. (Michel-

Butt-Brown-Pressley house). Led by Chris Stone of Foothills Historic Con-
servation. Cost is $30 which includes lunch and materials. Space is limited.
For more information and to register, see the link on the home page of
LincolnCountyHistory.com.

Gladys Childs Chronicles Life in Lincolnton — continued from page 1

homemade hot cross buns and sweet rolls. They produced
two seasons of the first outdoor drama, “Thunder Over
Carolina,” which became the seed of the Lincoln County
Historical Association. She was a charter member of the
Lincolnton Garden Club and had a radio show on WLON
called “Gardening By Air.”

She wrote music. Two of her songs, “My Li’l Dootchie
Dear” and “The Good Old American U.S.A.” were copy-
righted.

She worked in local law offices, city hall, and served
on the elections board.

She is best known and remembered, however, for her
observations of small town life in a column she wrote for
the local newspaper. “People of Our Town” was a regular
feature for many years, and the go-to source of who was
doing what in Lincolnton. She belonged to the women’s
clubs of the area and, because of her column, was often

invited to social events which she described in great detail.

In a Charlotte Observer column dated August 8, 1990,
writer Dave Baity wrote:

“It seems that hardly anything or anybody escaped
Gladys Child’s notice when she was a columnist...She
wrote about the white, fluffy peonies in Olive Hoover
Costner’s garden and the roses banked along the side of
Jack Thompson’s garages.

“She told about Annie Haynes marking 71 years of
perfect Sunday school attendance in 1976 and Maude and
Claude Sherrill’s secret for a happy marriage.

“She profiled the wealthy and famous of her adopted
county and those who were rich only in their ability to
care for and be kind to other people.”

“There’s good in everybody,” said Childs. “I don’t
understand why there’s hate. Nobody should hate. There’s
good in everybody. It’s important to look for the good.
You’ll always find it.”

She retired from her column in 1989 after nearly four
decades of publication.

In 1990, longtime friend Helen Harrill approached
Childs about putting together a collection of her 38

LCHA Photo, Clyde Cornwell Collection

years of columns and writings. The result was a 270-page
mimeographed book which she dedicated to the people of
Lincolnton and in memory of her son who died in 1989. It
chronicles the people and life in Lincolnton in a way that
deeds and death certificates never will. The LCHA has two
copies of this book in its research library.

Childs died on June 22, 1992 and is buried in St.
Luke’s Episcopal churchyard where she was a longtime
member.

Sources: FindaGrave.com and Ancestry.com; “Soft English Accent Belies Love for Native
South Africa,” Claudia Howe, The Charlotte Observer, March 8, 1968; “Lincolnton’s Gladys
Childs Gets Her Due from Church Friends,” Kathy Nixon, The Charlotte Observer, January 9,
1989; “Retired Columnist's Book Recalls Fine Folks Who Live in Lincolnton,” Dave Baity, The
Charlofte Observer, August 8, 1990; “Beloved Columnist Made Career of Chronicling Other
People’s Lives,” Linn Brosnan, The Charlotte Observer, June 24, 1992;
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But Where is Home? - an Undated Column by Gladys Childs

Looking back over the years we realize we have lived
in 11 different houses in Lincolnton. After leaving the
Everglade Swamps with Major Piet Ranier’s stepson and
Oom Paul, manager of the camp, to guide us and trying a
little chicken farming in Jacksonville, Fla, Piet wrote that
there was an opening in the Lincolnton Tin Mine for the
three men, and as the farm was not paying, our S. African
husband Ted, Oom Paul and Walt, Piet’s stepson came to
Lincolnton and left us in Jacksonville for the birth of our
son, as we could not make the trip at the time and the
need for survival was too great.

We arrived with our son two months later on a very
cold rainy Feb. 1.

Ted had rented a room in the Edwards house, next
door to Louise Wetmore and her mother on S. Cedar St.
with kitchen and living room privileges. Mrs. Edwards
and daughters Cereta and Mary Stuart living upstairs.
That summer we joined the ones at the Tin Mine house,
the primitive living did not bother us. The rays of the sun
heated the water in the pipes from the water tank to the
shower house in the mine building and we had warm
showers by 2 p.m. The following winter Ted rented a room
and board for the three of us in the McLean home on E.
Main St.

Mildred Milam and Mrs. McLean’s mother lived in the
home at the time.

The Nixon family lived across the street, a few years
later their house was moved back on N. Laurel St. and torn
down last year.

During the depression we moved into the annex of the
Fred Tobey home next to the Main St. bridge. Mary Tobey,
her husband and small son were living in the main part of
the house with Mrs. Fred Tobey. They all proved long time
friends. The house was later sold to Standard Oil Co. Mary
told us recently that a couple in the county bought the
house from the oil company and took it down plank by
plank and used the lumber to build a homestead. Our next
home was in the upstairs of the George Hafner house next
to Emanuel United Church of Christ, formerly owned by
the Frank Chamberlains.

Years later it was moved back, then torn down, and
Sammy Huss built his business there. Now, Lincoln Chris-
tian Ministries have moved into it.

My next move was in the North State Hotel, a room
on the third floor, a winter of warmth, three good meals a
day, at $35 a month. Eunice McLain, chief telephone oper-
ator, had the room next to me.

The following summer we shared the upstairs of the
Lena Graham house with Eunice and Eliza Fullwood. The
Will Lillies lived downstairs.

The North State Hotel, originally called the Motz Hotel,
once graced the southwest corner of the Court Square.

The building underwent numerous renovations over

the years and was sold to the Lincoln County Board of
Commissioners in 1966. Despite attempts to save the
landmark, it was demolished in 1968 in order to build the
parking lot that serves the Citizen’s Center.

Then later we had a room and board at Mrs. Will Kis-
tler’s home on S. Laurel St. with our son. A couple of years
later he and I went to our homeland, in S. Africa, for good,
but came back six months later and lived on N. Laurel for
a number of years.

Our son, who was in the service, and discharged in
California, while we were visiting our homeland for the
last time, remained out West.

We lived alone in the upstairs home of Maude Line-
berger, who was living downstairs at the time, and when
she sold the house to Fraziers who lived downstairs, they
let me stay upstairs for a couple of years until they built
a home, and used the Main St. house for their business,
when we moved to East Water St. to the upstairs of the
Lawing house.

Over the years the Edwards house, Tin Mine house,
Tobey house, and the Hafner house, including the North
State Hotel and the Lena Graham home have all been torn
down.

Source: People of Our Town Past and Present by Gladys Childs and compiled and edited by
Helen Harrill



Lincolnton’s Tin Mine Past

The minerals found in this vicinity have long attracted
residents and investors alike. The Revolution was hardly
over before Lincoln County was in the iron business and
a center for the industry. In 1906, Thomas Edison and
his companions spent 10 days in and around Lincolnton,
staying at the North State Hotel. In that case, the search
was for cobalt, with the intended use of making batteries
for electric vehicles. (Clearly, Edison was a man before his
time)

Except for some of the very oldest residents of this
area, little is known of the one extensive tin exploration
south of Lincolnton, beginning around the end of World
War I, and continuing off and on, until the US entered
World War Il in the early 40s. Tin was commonly used as a
plating for steel cans used to store food and for solder.

There is rock strata, or outcropping of mineral-bearing
rocks, running northeast from Kings Mountain across
Lincoln County south of Lincolnton. The lithium mines at
Kings Mountain in Gaston County and Indian Creek in
Lincoln County are on the same ridge of rock. There are a
number of minerals found in this rock. Among them are
kaolin, spodumene (a lithium source mineral), gold and
mica, along with tin.

Shortly after World War I, a company, headed by Dan-
iel Efird Rhyne owner of D.E. Rhyne Mills, was formed
and mining operations started. There were two separate
sites being worked at the same time. One was located be-
tween the Southside and Long Shoals near the South Fork
River; the other near what is now known as the Tin Mine
Road just south of Lincolnton.

The South Fork operation was a venture in hydraulic
mining, which at that time was used exten-
sively in the west. Steam boilers and huge
pumps were installed near the river, which
pumped large streams of water under high
pressure onto the hillside, washing the earth
away down to bedrock. This experiment evi-
dently did not pay off for it was discontinued.
The boilers and pumps were still in place in

1942, but were sold as scrap for the war effort.

The other site working at that time was near
the present Tin Mine Road. This was a regular
mining operation: a shaft dug straight down,
with drifts or tunnels leading off to the side.
This operation was under the supervision of an
English engineer from Cornwall, England, a Mr.
Condon. This shaft was known as the Condon =
Shaft.

was built, with a narrow gauge railroad to trans-
port ore from mine to mill.

Enough ore was produced that a stamp mill Tin mine owner, D.E. Rhyne, center front, poses with workers.

With underground water a big problem, low produc-
tion and the depression coming on, after a few years the
operation closed down. The track and the engine known as
a “donkey” was also sold as scrap during World War II.

Sometime in the early 1930s, the property was bought
by American Consolidated Tin Mine Corporation. A min-
ing engineer, Ulysses S. James, was the head of this compa-
ny.

There was exploratory work done, samples sent off with
good reports according to the Lincoln County News, dated
May 18, 1933. “Note: Lincoln Tin Ore unusually clean —
said John H. Banks, Metallurgist of NY.” He was quoted as
saying it compared to tin ore from Cornwall, England.

Around the mid-1930s, the property was bought by
J.N. Brenizer, a mine operator from Montana. It was incor-
porated as Ki-Mi Tin Concentration Company with a Mr.
Hipp as engineer.

Work was started on another shaft located nearby
where the present Lincoln County convenience site is lo-
cated on Tin Mine Road. The shaft was sunk in 1935-1936,
and went down two hundred feet. Kaolin, tin, gold, and
mica were found. Once again, underground water was a
problem. Sometime around 1940, operations closed down,
never to start again, although the area was explored once
again in 1955 for spodumene ore.

(This is recorded from memory. I make no claim as to
the accuracy of the dates. Calvin C. Mosteller.)

Sources: Lincoln County Heritage Published by Don Mills, Inc, and the Lincoln County
Heritage Book Committee 1997; “tin Mine Property to be Explored for Soodumene Ore,”
Lincoln County News, March 14, 1955.
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Current office hours are

1 until 5 on Thursdays and
10 until 4 on Saturdays
with other hours by
appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com
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[] My gift is in memory of:

JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln
County. All members and
conftributors receive our
bi-monthly newsletter as
well as advance notice

and invitations to special

exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:

Phone #:

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




