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When Cornwallis Burned His Baggage
Strategy proved too little, too late

At our own Ramsour’s Mill during 25-28
January 1781, British commander Lieutenant
General Charles Earl Cornwallis made a fateful
decision to destroy his army’s excess baggage.
His plan was to lighten the army sufficiently
to recapture British soldiers recently lost at the
Battle of Cowpens as well as engage and defeat
the American Continental Army led by Major
General Nathanial Greene. Cornwallis’s decision
was necessary, but as time would tell, insufficient
to realize his goal.

The American Revolution began in April
1775 in New England. By 1778, a stalemate was
reached with Britain controlling New York
City and many coastal areas. At the same time,
General George Washington maintained the
Continental Army in the field at various strategic
locations in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New
York State. Thus, Britain developed its “South-
ern Strategy.” That was to invade the southern
colonies: Georgia, both Carolinas, and Virginia,
where many Loyalists resided who presumably
would rally to Britain’s side. This strategy might
have worked, but was waylaid by unforeseen
events, including two events at Ramsour’s Mill.
The first occurred in early June 1780, when
Loyalists gathered for self-protection. They were
soundly defeated by a much smaller force, Patriot
militia from Rowan County led by Colonel Fran-
cis Locke and the follow-up larger force led by
Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford. This story
is important, but this article is about the second
event that occurred the following January.

On 12 May 1780, the British Army captured
Charlestown (as Charleston was known), South

Carolina, and essentially occupied the entire

state through outposts at Georgetown, Cheraw,
Camden, and Ninety Six. Cornwallis defeated the
Southern Continental Army at Camden on 16
August. In September, he invaded North Caroli-
na and occupied Charlotte. Then the unexpect-
ed British loss at the Battle of Kings Mountain
forced Cornwallis to reassess the vulnerability
of South Carolina. In October, he withdrew his
army to Winnsboro, South Carolina. In January,
a huge reinforcement arrived, led by Major Gen-
eral Alexander Leslie. At about the same time,
at detachment from the army led by Lieutenant
Colonel Banastre Tarleton was defeated at the
Battle of Cowpens by Brigadier Daniel Morgan.

Continued on page 7
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Letters to the Association

R. Goodson

My ancestor Andrew Jackson Goodson, Sr. was born in Lincoln 15 Feb 1814.
His Father was Michael Patton Goodson born approx. 1785. I am trying to do some
research on the family as to what life was like in this area in the late 1700’ and early
18003, can you suggest any resources? I have a subscription to newspapers.com but I
don’t know what newspaper name(s) to try and look up. In looking through the web-
site I came across the community called “Goodsonville.” Is it named for the Goodson

family?

If you're looking for Goodsons, you are in the right neighborhood. The vil-
lage known as Goodsonville was located three miles east of downtown Lincolnton.
It was named for brothers Giles B. and Charlie L. Goodson after they established
a small community of open natural farmland inhabited by a small group of local
farmers.

Giles B. Goodson and Charlie L. Goodson were the sons of Albert Sydney
and Mary Elizabeth Keener Goodson. Charlie was born in Lincolnton on January
29, 1878, and Giles was born in Lincolnton on January 5, 1883. Giles married
Addie Auton on December 21, 1902, at the age of nineteen, and shortly thereafter
relocated to Pageland, South Carolina, where he and his brother engaged in the
lumber business. In 1906, the Goodson brothers returned to Lincoln County to
start a sawmill and lumber business.

Around 1910, the Goodson brothers built the two-story, frame Goodson
Brothers Store as a gathering place for trade and the sale of items that ranged from
groceries to caskets. As Goodsonville’s population increased, the little community
witnessed the construction of a cotton gin by the Goodson Brothers, a blacksmith
shop, brick factory, lumber plant, and a grist mill by Paul Ballard. Ballard’s grist
mill was destroyed by fire, but the community erected a new mill that became
known as the Goodsonville Milling Company.

During the 1920s and 1930s, Giles and Charlie Goodson were active in
both real estate and the automobile industry in Goodsonville, where they were
Lincoln County dealers of the Hupmobile, Chandler, and Chalmers cars. The
brothers split their economic interests after their partnership in the automobile
business, and Charlie started Midland Oil Company, the Lincoln County distrib-
utor of Sinclair Products. His son Elmore operated the company during the 1940s
and after his father’s death in 1950.

Giles B. Goodsonss interest in Goodsonville and Lincoln County extend-
ed beyond his financial endeavors and included participation in local politics.

He served as the treasurer of Lincoln County from 1914 to 1916, and was elected
Sherift of Lincoln County in 1918. He was elected as a Lincoln County represen-
tative to the North Carolina House of Representatives in 1925, and was appointed




postmaster of Lincoln County in 1927. He served as
postmaster for eight years. After relinquishing his local
political posts, he purchased the Lineberger Lumber
yard in Lincoln, which consolidated with Seth Lumber
Company. At the time of his death in November 1939,
Giles was an active member of Lincoln Lodge No. 137,
A.F. & A. M,, as a thirty-second degree Mason and
Shriner, the Lincolnton Rotary Club, Knights of Pyth-
ias, Woodmen of the World, the Boger City Methodist
Church, and served as board member on the Reeves
Gamble Hospital Board of Directors.

The name of Goodsonville began to fade,
however, when Robert Boger and Alfred Crawford
purchased 34 acres nearby to build Boger and Crawford
Spinning Mill and mill village. The area around the mill
became commonly known as Boger City, and that is
another story.

An historic photograph of Goodsonville from ca. 1915
shows the nucleus of the Goodsonville community. At
right is the C.L. Goodson home, destroyed by fire in

the 1920s. The house in the center, beyond the wagon,
is the G.B. Goodson home. On the left is the Goodson
Brothers store. Giles Goodson sold his store in 1916 to
J. E. Mullen, who owned and operated the store until
1926, when he sold the business to his son. The younger
Mullen razed the two-story, frame building and com-
pleted the construction of a new brick building by 1931.
He changed the name of the store from Goodson’s to
Mullen’s and operated it until 1967.
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Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford

Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a fourth year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that youd like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals
and businesses to be part of this outreach, which
we distribute to members and to the public via the
Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County Room.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter,

please consider becoming a sponsor.
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Good Reads

If you haven’t checked
out our new and im-
proved website, take
alook at our shop

for a large number of
interesting reads and
genealogical tools that
you can purchase in the
office and through our
online store.

In Our
Own, Words

The Story of Lincoln County
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LCHA Updates

Window Workshop

Coming April 29, the LCHA will hold a window res-
toration workshop led by Chris Stone of Foothills His-
toric Conservation. This should be of interest to anyone
who lives in an older home with windows that require
conservation. The cost of $30 per attendee will include
materials and lunch. Space will be limited. To register,
see the link on our webpage at LincolnCountyHistory.
com.

Recent Accessions
2022.080: Miscellaneous items belonging to the estate of
Pete Cornwell given by Suzanne Turner

2022.081: Shadowbox of personal and professional
artifacts belonging to George Emmet Rudisill, Lincoln
County sheriff given by Joe Rudisill

2022.082: Maids and Matrons yearbook 1938-1939;
Lincoln County Sports Hall of Fame induction banquet
program 2020 and 2021; Wake Forest Football, 2019
media guide includes Sage Surratt; UNC Football, 2019
media guide includes Chazz Surratt; Color photo, Billy
Lentz holding sword that belonged to Maj. Gen. Stephen
Dodson Ramseur given by Matt Boles

New and Renewed Memberships
Steve & Jeannie Bailey
B.C. Ballard

Loretta Beam

Robert & Sandra Bisanar
Pat C. Bradshaw

Rondel Burke

Joan Mundy Bustle
Frances L. Butler

Larry & Linda Carpenter
Robert C. Carpenter

Len Clemmer

Jerry & Evelyn Cochrane
Dr. Brian Dedmond
Robert & Ann Dellinger
Marty & Jill Eaddy
Rachel Eickemeyer

Jason Harpe

Jessica Harris

Ed & Cindy Hatley
Charles & Judy Holland
Tom & Gaye Howard
Kay Johnson Mann

Gary & Viola Montgomery
Jerry & Gayle Park

Sara H. Peek

Dale & Rebecca Punch
Mary Anna Rankin
Margaret Reinhardt
Lillian Richardson
Crystal Rudisill

Nelta Sain

Martha Sharpe
Richard K. Smith, Jr.
Bill & Sandra Stark
John & Jill Ware
Randy & Sue Zimtbaum

Thank you, Donors!
Historian Level
David & Frances Rhyne

Benefactor Level
Marty & Jill Eaddy
Tom & Gaye Howard
Joseph Tissue

Patron Level
John & Jill Ware

Contributor Level

Bill Anderson in memory of Margaret Plonk Anderson for Plonk
Family Cemetery Preservation

Steve & Jeannie Bailey

Margaret L. Birke, gift membership for Frances L. Butler
Robert & Sandra Bisanar

Susan H. Boyd in memory of Billy Lentz

Pat C. Bradshaw in memory of H. Austin Bradshaw

Mary Louise Brown for Plonk Family Cemetery Preservation
Rondel Burke

Larry & Linda Carpenter in memory of William L. & Mattie W.
Carpenter

Robert C. Carpenter, Historian newsletter sponsor

Dr. Brian Dedmond

Julia C. Fields in memory of Frances Stone Caudle

Jason Harpe

Charles Holland in honor of Judy Holland

Kay Johnson Mann in memory of her parents, Kate Hines & Ed
Johnson

Jerry & Gayle Park

Dale & Rebecca Punch in memory of Louise Goodman
Whitener

Margaret Reinhardt in memory of Robert Steven Reinhardt
Crystal Rudisill in honor of her father, David Carpenter

Randy & Sue Zimtbaum



Upcoming Events

January 28 The Burning of the Baggage, 2 until 4 p.m. at the Christian Reinhardt cabin in Bat-
tleground Park near the Lincolnton High School football stadium. Food
demonstrations by the Lincoln Hearth Cooks, battlefield tours, bonfire.

The bitter wmtzrog |
% epd the war had gone on.
edcoabe throughCarplina

‘52
Patriots to military discrace.
loeﬁzeci?a% taken his ta% 53
amden would not be repeated
Cormwallis to save hxe com 5 dcz
took draetic measures to wnthe r-
To his everlasting shame he
burned his enti dgye train
all. and everything u oke...
the Patriots thoéh i & wonderful joke.
'The Redcoats’ sipplies éone
in ONez Mmassive flaxr‘
even Cornwalli undzrwzar‘

“PFollowing the burning of the baggage, General Cornwallis rescues his wig” Poem and cartoon created especially
for the LCHA by Peter Adams of Tryon, NC.

Preservation Work Begins

Time and a leaky chimney will eventually take its toll, and a project to replace damaged plaster molding and
ceiling cracks has been first on the list at the Michal-Hoke-Butt-Brown-Pressley home and medical office on West
Main Street. To do the job, the LCHA employed JD Clark Company of Winston-Salem, a specialist in restoring
damaged plaster in historical buildings throughout the Southeast.
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Be a “Backpack Historian”

All you need to collect and preserve your family history in
one convenient bundle!

Lincoln County Public Library has been selected as one
of 200 libraries nationwide for the American Library As-
sociation’s American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for
Libraries opportunity, an emergency relief program to assist
libraries that have been adversely affected by the pandemic.
With this funding, the library has created a program to help
collect and preserve the community archive.

The Backpack Historian program focuses on the im-
portance of interpreting history through the voices of our
community. This project allows for the expansion of cultural,
social, and historical awareness by collecting, preserving, and
sharing living memories with future generations.

It’s a way to collect information and stories from the
African American and Latinx communities as well as anyone
wishing to take advantage of the service. This new initiative
provides all-inclusive kits with everything you will need to
collect oral histories and digitize important documents.

Each Lincoln County Library branch has oral history
kits available for check out. These kits include an easy to use
digital recorder with a step-by-step guide, supplies for note-
taking, and suggested questions for a variety of interviewees.
Participants may check the kit out and take it home for up to
two weeks.

Once the interview has been conducted, the user simply
returns the kit to the library. From there staft will transfer the
files to a drive so the interview will remain in the library for
future genealogists and family researchers to listen to and the
interviewer will also receive a copy of the file for their own
personal archive.

The library has also created a way to have a travelling
digitization program. This will help families scan important
documents and photographs to create a digital copy of the
original. These kits can be reserved by organizations, church-
es, or groups to host a scanning day. Attendees will have their
documents and photographs scanned in order to receive a
flash drive with a copy of each item. The scans will also go

LEADING QUESTIONS
out of the

ERRUPT

into the library’s digital files collection with permission of
the owner.

Oral History kits can be checked out at any of the three
Lincoln County Public Library branches. All you will need is
a current library card. The digitization kits can be reserved
for a scanning event by contacting Emily Burgess at 704-276-
9946.

- Emily Burgess

Tools You Can Use for Your Geneology Search
If you enjoy watching “Finding Your Roots” on PBS or you received a DNA

testing kit this holiday, you may be one of thousands who are discovering the %{ ance Stry®
joy of genealogical research. Luckily, growing interest in genealogy has made it
easier for amateur genealogists to uncover deep insights on their family history.

Some family tree tools are free and some require subscriptions. To aid you N *
in your search, the LCHA maintains subscriptions in Ancestry.com, Fold 3 for fOl& s
military records, and Newspapers.com. We'll be happy to show you how to get by <plancestry
started, and introduce you to other resources including our extensive library
collection of family trees.

Our office is open on Thursday from 1 until 5 and on Saturday from 10 until NeWS

4 with other hours by appointment. Drop in or call ahead and let us help you on .com
your hunt for history. by <plancestry




Cornwallis Burns His Baggage - continued from page 1

Despite this setback, Cornwallis invaded North Carolina
again, this time further to the west through Lincoln County.
Aside from his general goal of subduing North Carolina,

he had the urgent goal of recapturing British soldiers taken
prisoner at Cowpens. In fact, Cornwallis’s intentions are
known exactly from his own written assessment to his supe-
rior:

My Plan for the Winter’s Campaign, was to penetrate into
North Carolina, leaving South Carolina in security against
any probable attack in my absence.

Lord Rawdon with a considerable body of Troops [in
Camden] had charge of the defensive and I proceeded about
the middle of January, upon the offensive operations. I de-
cided to march by the upper in preference to the lower roads
leading into North Carolina, because Fords being frequent
above the Forks of the Rivers, my passage there could not be
easily obstructed. General Greene having taken post on the
Pee Dee, and there being few fords in any of the great rivers of
this Country below their Forks, especially in Winter, I appre-
hended being much delayed, if not entirely prevented from
penetrating by the latter route. I was the more induced to
prefer this route, as I hoped in my way to be able to destroy or
drive out of South Carolina the Corps of the Enemy, com-
manded by General Morgan, which threatened our valuable
district of Ninety Six; and I likewise hoped by rapid marches,
to get between General Greene and Virginia, and by that
means force him to fight without receiving any reinforcements
from that province, or failing of that to oblige him to quit
North Carolina with precipitation, and thereby encourage our
friends, to make good their promises of a general rising, to
assist me in re-establishing His Majesty’s Government. (Corn-
wallis 1781 in NCSR 1895, X VII:996)

On 22 January, Cornwallis’s army entered North Caro-

lina. It had at least 2500 professional soldiers plus an entou-
rage of camp followers. Such a large group overwhelmed
any community in its path and thus limited the time it
could stay in any one location. Beginning on 24 January,
but completed on the next day, it reached Ramsour’s Mill,
a well-known site better equipped to accommodate such a
large group. Foraging groups were immediate dispatched to
collect grain and livestock. Cornwallis knew that Morgan
had passed through Ramsour’s Mill just 3 days earlier. He
may have also known the British prisoners were being led
by Colonel Andrew Pickens a bit further to the north. Both
American groups were just 20 miles away on the Catawba
River.

While at Ramsour’s Mill, Cornwallis made a fateful

decision to lighten his entire army. He believed that was the
only way possible to recapture British prisoners and engage
the main American Army before it could escape to Virginia.
Thus, he ordered excess baggage be destroyed. Again, in his
own words:

I therefore assembled the Army on the 25th at Ramsoure’s
Mill on the South Fork of the Catawba, and as the loss of
my light Troops [at Cowpens] could only be remedied by the
activity of the whole Corps, I employed a halt of two days in
collecting some flour, and in destroying superfluous Baggage.
And all my Waggons, except those loaded with Hospital
Stores, Salt and Ammunition, and four reserved empty in
readiness for sick or wounded. In this measure, tho’ at the ex-
pence of a great deal of Officer’s Baggage, and of all prospect
in future of Rum, and even a regular supply of provisions to
the Soldiers, I must in justice to this Army say that there was
the most general and cheerful acquiescence. (Cornwallis 1781
in NCSR 1895, XV1I:996-997)

This destruction was largely accomplished by burning.
Brigadier General Charles O’Hara, who participated, later
wrote:

Lord Cornwallis sett the example by burning all of his
Wagons, and destroying the greatest part of his Baggage,
which was followed by every Officer of the Army without
murmur. ... Cornwallis ordered “The Supply of Rum for a time
will be Absolutely Impossible.” ... Without Baggage, neces-
saries, or Provisions of any sort for Officer or Soldier, in the
most barren, inhospitable, unhealthy part of North America,
opposed to the most savage, inveterate, perfidious, cruel Ene-
my, with zeal and with Bayonets only, it was resolved to follow
Greene’s army to the end of the World. (Babits and Howard
2009, 15-16)

This extreme measure was probably necessary, but
nonetheless was afterwards proven insufficient for Cornwal-
lis to achieve his goals. The British prisoners were securely
marched to prisoner-of-war camps in Virginia. Also, Greene
by defending the Catawba River and by ingenious screens
and maneuvers evaded being forced into battle until 15
March under his own terms at Guilford Courthouse.

- Bill Anderson

Sources:

o Babits, Lawrence Edward, and Joshua B. Howard. 2009.
Long, Obstinate, and Bloody, The Battle of Guilford Court-

house. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press.
o NCSR. 1895. State Records of North Carolina. Winston,
NC: Walter Clark, ed., M. I. & J. C. Stewart.
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Current office hours are

1 until 5 on Thursdays

and 10 until 4 on
Saturdays with other hours
by appointment. For the
fastest response, please
contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com
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JOIN US TODAY

Please join us in our
mission to research,
record, document, and
promote the history of
Lincolnton and Lincoln
County. All members and
conftributors receive our

bi-monthly newsletter as

well as advance notice
and invitations to special
exhibits and events.

Send an acknowledgment to

Address

[] Do not acknowledge my gift in print.
|:| Please contact me to volunteer.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Emaiil:
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Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092.
If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501¢(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible.




