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 In 1815, Lincolnton’s citizen’s would have 
looked with awe at the imposing brick house John 
Hoke was building on the northeast court square. 
 Standing three stories in height, with full 
basement and attic, a spiral staircase with mahog-
any handrail rose from the wide front hall to the 
top floor. The house seemed to overshadow the 
new two-story brick courthouse recently erected to 
replace the original log structure, and its grandeur 
announced the owner to be a  person of wealth and 
prominence. 
 John Hoke was a merchant who had accu-

mulated wealth by buying and selling land. in 
May 1823, he joined in partnership with Michael 
Schenck and James Bivings to purchase 200 acres 
of land on the South Fork River in the area known 
today as Laboratory On the land was a wood pro-
cessing mill, a wool carding machine, and an oil 
mill processing flax seed into linseed oil. On this 
land Hoke, Schenck, and Bivings constructed the 
Lincoln Cotton Factory which began operation in 
1825. The partnership lasted ten years with John 
Hoke becoming sole owner of the land and textile 
operation in 1835.

Remembering the John Hoke House
Ghosts of The Inverness Hotel

Once the grand private home of cotton giant John Hoke, the house on the court square be-
came The Inverness, a grand hotel and boarding house.
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Letters to the Association
The Lincoln County Historian 
is published six times a 
year by the Lincoln County 
Historical Association 
for LCHA members and  
contributors. 

Story submissions and ideas 
for upcoming issues are 
welcomed and encour-
aged. 

Past issues of The Historian 
are posted on our website.
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A. Graham
 My ggg-grandfather was 
General Joseph Graham. I live 
in Virginia and have visited Ve-
suvius Furnace and Machpelah 
Cemetery a number of times. 
I see that General Graham 
received a new marker on his 
grave in January of this year. 
I’m wondering if you could send 
me a photograph or publish a 
picture in a future edition of the 
newsletter. 

 We’re happy to share these 
pictures courtesy of Ben Setser, president of the Catawba Valley Chapter of the 
NCSAR. It was a snowy January 22, 2022 at historic Machpelah Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery when the marker was placed along with a new Compatriot 
grave marking for General Graham’s great-grandson, William Alexander Gra-
ham III.
 William Alexander Graham III was born July 26, 1873 at Forest Home, 
Lincoln County, the son of William A. and Julia R. Lane Graham, grandson of 
the 30th Governor of NC, William Alexander Graham Sr. and great grandson of 
General Joseph Graham. Graham was named North Carolina Commissioner of 
Agriculture in 1923 to succeed his late father. He held that post until defeated 
for reelection in 1936. Graham served three terms in the state senate, the first in 
1923 when he was chairman of the agriculture committee and again in 1939 and 
1943. As an active Democrat, he was a member of the state Democratic execu-
tive committee. He was active in the Baptist Church, a member of the Knights 
of Pythias, and served as president of the North Carolina Society of the Sons of 
the American Revolution, 1930-1931, and as vice-president of the South Atlantic 
district. William Alexander Graham III died July 2,1943, 24 days before his 70th 
birthday. Graham never married.
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A LCHA membership or a gift in honor 
or memory of a friend or loved one makes a 

thoughtful holiday gift for your history lover. 
To make a donation, visit our website at      

LincolnCountyHistory.com and click on the 
“Become a Member/Make a Donation” link. 

Questions? Call the Association at                
828-777-8707.

 By far, the question we’re asked 
most often is what we types of things 
we collect and the answer is simple: 
Anything that pertains to the history 
of Lincolnton and Lincoln County. 
Some good examples are:

• Photographs: Families, groups, ar-
chitecture, events, and individuals

• Directories: Church directories, club 
directories, city directories

• Yearbooks from Lincoln County 
schools

• Family histories and genealogies

• Military histories, church histories

• Oral histories (transcribed)

• Club, business, and institutional 
histories

• Government documents

• Ephemera including maps, menus, 
local brochures, samples of Chamber 
of Commerce publications

• Books by local authors

 If you have any of these items 
and are interested in donating them 
to the Historical Association, please 
contact us at LincolnCountyHisto-
ryNC@gmail.com or 704-748-9090.

What We Collect                                                              
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Our Website Has a New Look!
 If it’s been awhile since you’ve visited our website 
at LincolnCountyHistory.com, you’ll see that it has had 
a facelift. From the homepage you can visit our blog, 
review our most recent newsletters, and keep track of 
and register for upcoming events.
 From the dropdown menus at the upper right, you 
can take a walking tour of Lincolnton, or a virtual tour 
of some of Lincoln County’s registered historic sites. 
From our storefront you can order books on genealogy 
and books that feature Lincoln County photography. 
 Take a minute to check out our upgraded website, 
and let us know what we can add to serve you better! 
Your ideas are welcome.

Lincoln County Books Back in 
Stock! 
 We have a full selection of 
our Images of America books 
back on the shelves and ready 
to go home with you! Titles are 
Lincoln County, Lincoln Coun-
ty Revisited, The Photography 
of Clyde Cornwell and Sports 
in Lincoln County. The cost is 
$25 in the office and $28 online 
(includes postage and handling). 
These make nice Christmas 
presents. Get yours today. 

Recent Accessions
2022.076: Miscellaneous issues of the Lincoln Times 
from 1936. Donor: Found in Collection

2022.077: Flintlock rifle and powder horn, wooden stor-
age container, clickwheel, corner cupboard, and pottery 
from the Ritchie Family collection. Donor: Diane Glenn

2022.078: Miscellaneous items from the Hager family 
including a coffee mill, portraits, and a spinning wheel. 
Donor: Jeff Hager

2022.079: Library addition, “My Darling Alice” A Novel 
of Love. Donor: Lisa C. Rudisill

Recent Searches
• Information on Machpelah Church, Brevard Chapel, 
and Catawba Springs Spa

Sharyn McCrumb Visit a 
Huge Success!
 Thank you to all who joined us on November 12 to 
enjoy a presentation by New York Times bestselling 
author Sharyn McCrumb!
 McCrumb entertained a group of about 100 which 
included audience members who came from as far as 
Virginia Beach, Wilmington, NC, and Cleveland, TN 
to hear her stories gleaned from historical legends. A 
reception and book signing followed.
 Earlier in the day, she addressed the Jacob For-
ney NCSDAR meeting with tales of her own genealogy 
search and stories of the Appalachian mountains. Mem-
bers of the DAR served breakfast and welcomed many 
guests for this special meeting speaker.

LCHA Updates
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December 11

Upcoming Events

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria
Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford
Mary Whisonant

As we continue publication of a third year of The 
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year 
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on 
your donation that you’d like for your gift to be in 
support of the newsletter. We urge both individ-
uals and businesses to be part of this outreach, 
which we distribute to members and to the public 
via the Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County 
Room.

Sponsorships help keep the presses running and 
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln 
County educators. If you appreciate our newslet-
ter, please consider becoming a sponsor. 

Vesuviius Furnace Chapter DAR Annual Christmas Tea, 2 until 4:30 p.m. 
at    Vesuvius Vineyards, 6173 Vesuvius Furnace Road, Iron Station, NC. 
Tickets available on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christ-
mas-tea-tickets-422455554937. Tables are available at $150 at DARVesuvi-
usFurnace@gmail.com.

Proceeds for this event stay local and help fund historic preservation in Lincoln Coun-
ty. Attendees will share a festive snack prepared locally and have the op-
portunity to purchase chances for festive holiday baskets featuring a wide 
array of themes - cooking, baking, spa treatments, glamour, Christmas 
Spirits and all sorts of surprises! Attendees will be able to tour this wonder-
ful historic home decorated for the Christmas holiday.

Want to attend with a group? Table inquiries should go to DARVesuviusFurnace@
gmail.com.

Holiday Tour of Historic Homes benefits Speak Up For Children, Inc. Friday, De-
cember 16 from 4 p.m. until 9 p.m. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door. Tickets available at the Lincoln Cultural Center, Home Place Restau-
rant, Amy’s Closet on N. Hwy 16, 7th Moon Boutique, Treasures on Main, 
and online at speakupforchildren.us.

Featured on the tour are the Mauney-Rudisill-Long House, Woodside Plantation, 
Homestead Events (Formerly First Presbyterian Church), The Frank and 
Rose Budd Chamberlain House, and the Alexander-Carter-Kurtz House.

December 16

New and Renewed Memberships
Margaret Gray
James Hallman
Larry & Cynthia Hamrick
Patricia Hance
Josephine Hill
Glenn Wayne & Betty Jones
Edward & Doris Little
Larry & Sharon Mosteller 

Thank you, Donors!
Contributor Level
Kathryn E. Birke in honor of her mother, Margaret 
Lantz Birke, who turned 95 on October 12, 2022
Larry & Cynthia Hamrick
Patricia Hance
Josephine Hill
Glenn Wayne & Betty Jones in memory of Don Ballard
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 There must be something in the water.
 Lincolnton and Lincoln County have long been recognized 
for its distinctive and beneficial waters rich in lime and lithium. 
Best known is the glamorous Lincoln Lithia Inn, a resort known 
for its amenities and healthful atmosphere.
 Less well known is McDaniel Spring in the vicinity of the 
south’s first cotton mill, the Schenck Warlick Mill (Michael 
Schenck’s daughter was Elizabeth Schenck McDaniel) not far 
from the place where the current Food Lion store and neighbor-
ing businesses are located just off the exit to Highway 321 off of 
Highway 27. 
 The discovery of the medicinal qualities of the local water 
at McDaniel Spring came about by accident according to Mrs. J. 
W. Barineau, former owner of the McDaniel Springs property. 
She recalled that some years after the Civil War some men who 
worked at a lumber mill nearby noted evidence of a spring and 
found an already walled-up spring. 
 One of the workmen, suffering from rheumatism and kid-

ney trouble, began drinking the water and was said to be com-
pletely cured. Others hearing of this came to drink the water.
 According to the Sadie Barineau papers as reproduced in 
Lincoln County Heritage 1997, many persons from Wilming-
ton and other eastern sections of the state were in the habit of 
spending the summer in Lincolnton, and one of the past times 
of this period was taking an afternoon drive to the spring. A 
lady from Wilmington, noting the beneficial result from drink-
ing the water, persuaded the Misses McDaniel, who then owned 
the property, to take summer boarders.
 For many years they had to turn away scores of applicants 
for lack of room. One of the officials of the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railway, while boarding there, liked the water so much that he 
made arrangements to have it shipped to Wilmington for use on 
the private cars of the railway officials for 25 years.
 Despite the highway construction, the original McDaniel 
Spring remains intact as well as the Schenck-Warlick Mill site.

McDaniel Spring Noted for Healthful Water

 Mount Vernon Rosenwald School Board members 
in Iron Station are digging into the school’s history – 
literally.The board has collaborated with UNC Char-
lotte’s Anthropology Department for an archeological 
project at the school. The dig has begun and will con-
tinue through the semester.
 The Mount Vernon Rosenwald School Board is a 
nonprofit working to restore and preserve the nearly 
100-year-old African American schoolhouse and open 
its doors to the community for education and fellow-
ship. 
 The Mount Vernon Rosenwald School is just one 
of two existing Rosenwald Schools in Lincoln County. 
Nearly five thousand Rosenwald Schools were built for 
African American children in the south during the Jim 
Crow era, but few remain today. 
 There has been little archeological research at Ros-
enwald Schools, and the Board is thrilled to see what 
can be found that might better inform them about the 
lives of the students who attended the school and the 
community who built it. 
 In additional exciting news, the School Board plans 
to begin work on the exterior restoration in the spring 
thanks to grants from the county and preservation 
minded foundations. The group has received state 
discretionary funds through Lincoln County, a grant 
from the Marion Stedman Covington Foundation, and 
anticipates receiving a grant through the 1772 Foun-

dation and Preservation North Carolina. These funds 
are important and necessary to begin the restoration, 
but fundraising will continue for years as multiple 
estimates to finish the needed restoration sit at over 
three hundred thousand dollars.
– Mia Canestrari

Digging Into History at Mount Vernon Rosenwald School

UNC Charlotte alum Marty Gimson and graduate 
student Camille Richardson working at test pit on the 
side of the school.
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 John Hoke died June 9, 1845 at age 
67. In his will he bequeathed to his son 
William J. Hoke “The house and lots 
whereon I now live lots 13, 14, and 15.” 
The imposing brick house became the 
residence of William J. Hoke until his 
death in 1870 and then of his wife Geor-
gianna Sumner Hoke until her death in 
1903.
 In 1914, the Hoke house was pur-
chased by Harry E. Reid, renamed “In-
verness,” and operated by him as a hotel 
until October 1919. Under subsequent 
proprietors during the 1920s and 30s, 
the “Inverness” functioned as a boarding 
and rooming house. The basement was 
converted into a dining room with lunch 
meals offered to the general public. 
 In 1945 Plato Miller, president of 
the Inverness Development Company, 
tranferred the property to W.E. Garrison. 
The same year Garrison sold to the Burris 
family who used the house as a ware-
house and in 1948 demolished it with the 
exception of the basement foundation 
and outside walls of the first two stories. 

A new structure was erected to join other 
commercial buildings on the block. 
 On January 28, 1976, a massive fire 
swept through the first block of East 
Sycamore Street in downtown Lincoln-
ton. On this block were five commercial 
buildings containing eleven individual 
businesses. 
 When the flames were finally extin-
guished, the building erected in 1948 on 
the foundation of the house John Hoke 
built in 1815 had been totally destroyed. 
Today the site on which the John Hoke 
House/Inverness Hotel once proudly 
stood is a parking lot.
– Ann Dellinger
– Bill Beam

Remembering the John Hoke House –                
continued from page 1

In this aerial shot from the Charlotte Observer immediately following the 
1976 downtown fire, one can observe in the rock veneer of building #2 the 
remains of the five bay nine over six window sashes – clearly the bones of 
the old Hoke house. After the fire, the City of Lincolnton purchased the 
cleared property from Garrison and Burris, Inc. on November 18, 1977, for 
$32,000, listed as 103 C Sycamore Street.

Standing proud in its location on the 
northeast court square, the Inverness 
Hotel was known for its elegance 
and modern conveniences. Note the 
building on the corner is the Good-
son, Jonas, and Hoyle building, a gas 
station that was later to become the 
home of Bob Ramseur’s cafe and now 
operating as Zhay’s.

This photo from the Duke Peeler col-
lection shows the Hoke House/Inver-
ness as it was undergoing renovation 
to a commercial building around 1948. 



Current office hours are          
1 until 5 on Thursdays and        
10 until 4 on Saturdays with 
other hours by appointment. 
For the fastest response, 
please contact us by email, 

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

403 East Main St.
Lincolnton, NC 28092

Non-Profit Org.

US POSTAGE PAID

Lincolnton, NC

Permit No. 170

Please join us in our 

mission to research, 

record, document, and 

promote the history of 

Lincolnton and Lincoln 

County. All members and 

contributors receive our 

bi-monthly newsletter as 
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and invitations to special 
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Join us Today

There’s more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association 
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com


