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The Lincoln County Historical Association is pleased and excited to receive the gift of the Michal-HokeButt-Brown-Pressley home and medical office from the descendants of Eleanor Rodd Porter.
You may not recognize the name, but the house is a familiar landmark with a rich history. The MichalHoke-Butt-Brown-Pressley home is located on the corner of West Main and Government Streets across from
the former First Presbyterian Church. It is a contributing structure of downtown Lincolnton’s West Main Steet
Historic District and protected federally by the National Register of Historic Places. To quote from Marvin
Brown’s architectural survey of Lincoln County, North Carolina, Our Enduring Past, it is one of the finest Greek
Revival style houses in Lincoln County.
In 1806, Conrad Michal purchased the lot for $80, and it’s believed that the house was built by Michal
in the 1810s. In 1825 Michal, who had just moved to South Carolina, sold the lot to his son, John Michal, for
$850. In 1841, the younger Michal was forced to sell his home on West Main to satisfy the claims of his creditors.
The house then passed to John Hoke, one of the owners of the early nineteenth-century cotton mill at

Continued on page 7

The Lincoln County Historian
is published six times a
year by the Lincoln County
Historical Association
for LCHA members and
contributors.
Story submissions and ideas
for upcoming issues are
welcomed and encouraged.
Past issues of The Historian
are posted on our website.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carole Howell 		

The Lincoln County Historian

President and Editor

Chris Boyles

Vice President

Laura Gregory
Treasurer

Jamie Setzer
Secretary

Jennifer Baker 		
Steve Bailey
Matt Boles
Beverly Moore
Brian Rollins 		
		

Lincoln Co. Historical Association
Lincoln Co. Museum of History
403 East Main St., Suite 302
Lincolnton, NC 28092
(704) 748.9090
LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com
LincolnCountyHistory.com
Volume 3, Number 5

02

02

©2022

Letters to the Association
R. Rankin Willis
Enclosed is a copy of a book
I authored about a number
of Rankin families, including
the Lincoln County Rankins.
I would like to donate it to the
Historial Association because
it seems like a “fit” with your
genealogical collections.
Chapter 8 is devoted entirely to the family of Samuel
and Eleanor (Ellen) Alexander
Rankin of Lincoln/Gaston
County. In fact, the background
for the cover of the book is the
first page of Samuel Rankin’s
will, which was probated in
Lincoln County in 1826. The
chapter has a number of articles about Samuel’s family
and one about his wife Eleanor
Alexander’s family of origin.
I hope you will accept the book in honor of my father, Jim Leigh Rankin. He
never found Samuel and Eleanor, our North Carolina Rankin ancestors, but he
would be pleased as punch to meet them in this book.
We are delighted to add this volume to our research library, and invite others
who have completed family histories to do the same. We recently accepted a Ballard family book from LCHA member Jessica Glover and added it to our shelves.
R. Spicer
I am Rebecca Spicer and am reaching out on behalf of Lincoln County home
educators. I have the responsibility to help plan our field trips for the school year.
I would love for our group to visit sites in our area to learn more about Lincoln
County history! Would it be possible for someone in the Lincoln County Historical
Association to take us on a battlefield tour so that we may learn more about the
battle at Ramsour’s Mill? We are open to other ideas of other historical places to
visit in Lincoln county.
Here is a little information about our homeschool group. We are currently a
group of 50 families with children ranging in grades K-12.
The LCHA welcomes any opportunity to share Lincoln County’s rich history
with local students, and we try to create programs that appeal to all ages. Coming October 8 is a day-long genealogy workshop conducted by the Lincoln County
Library, then on November 12 we’re welcoming an award-winning historical
fiction writer, Sharyn McCrumb. Our “Burning of the Baggage” event was such
a success last year that we’ll be opening it up to the public on at the end of January.
The best way to keep up with our programs is to follow us on Facebook, or
email us to be added to our blast email list. In the meantime, we’ll be looking for
opportunities for our homeschool students.

In person! New York Times bestselling author

Sharyn McCrumb

The Novels of Western North Carolina

Saturday, November 12 at 1 p.m.
Lincoln Cultural Center Auditorium
403 East Main St. (Cedar St. entrance)
Lincolnton, North Carolina

ADMISSION $15

Tickets available on Eventbrite, in the LCHA office or at the door.
For more information

email LincolnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.com
or call 828-777-8707.
Reception and book signing following.
Hosted by the
Lincoln County Historical Association
The Timken Company | First Federal Savings Bank

eventbrite.com/e/sharyn-mccrumb-the-novels-of-western-north-carolina-tickets-402686735867
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LCHA Updates
LCHA Welcomes Two New Board
Members
Jennifer Baker is an
Associate Professor at the
University of Southern California, Bovard College. As an
educator, she has also taught
and developed curriculum for
Northeastern, Georgetown,
and Wake Forest Universities. Professionally, she
has been managing projects, programs, portfolios, and
PMOs for 30 years at Fortune 500 companies and now
works as a management consultant.
She currently serves on the Lincoln County Historic
Preservation Committee and as the Chief Judge for the
Westport Precinct through the Lincoln County Board
of Elections. Her volunteer activities include serving as
the Organizing Regent for the Vesuvius Furnace DAR
Chapter in Denver and serving as the State Chair for
DAR Project Patriot. She lives in Westport with her
husband Ken and two Yorkies (George Jr. and Frankie).
Brian Rollins was born
in Catawba County but has
lived in Lincoln County with
his wife, Jane, for the past 25
years. All three of his children
were raised in West Lincoln
County. He has always been a
self-employed entrepreneur in
a variety of business including
nurseryman, landscaper, baker, wood-fired oven builder
and is the current owner of GoodWood Pizzeria in downtown Lincolnton.
Brian enjoys the outdoors: NC Mountain-to-SeaTrail trail maintenance, hiking, camping, paddling,
fishing, sitting around the fire and drinking liquor.
He has always been interested in history and is pleased
to be on the board of the Lincoln County Historical
Association.

Genealogy Day Oct. 8		
The Lincoln County Public Library will be hosting
its annual Our Community, Our Heritage Festival on
Saturday, October 8th from 10 am to 3:30 pm at the
Lincoln Cultural Center. Multiple speakers will present
throughout the day on topics ranging from discovering
lost cemeteries to preserving family textiles to local
African American history and much more. The event is
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free and open to the public.
Preregistration can be found on the events calendar
on the library’s website at mylincolnlibrary.org.

Lincoln County Books Back in Stock!
We have our Images of America books back on
the shelves and ready to go home with you! Titles are
Lincoln County, Lincoln County Revisited, The Photography of Clyde Cornwell and Sports in Lincoln County.
The cost is $22 per book available in the office and
online. These would make nice Christmas presents. Get
yours today.

Recent Accessions
2022.067: Miscellaneous glassware from the 1800s including a set of whale oil lamps, candlesticks, medicine
bottles. Donor: Kenneth Armstrong.
2022.069: Ballard genealogy addition to our library.
Donor: Jessica Glover
2022.070: The Complete Rankin Book addition to our
library. Donor: Robin Rankin Willis.
2022.071: Two LHS class rings, 1931 belonging to Mabel Lorene Seagle Bumgardner and 1945 belonging to
Janice Vera Ann Seagle Dulin. Donor: Linda Cagley
2022.072: Miscellaneous memorabilia related to the
career and family of Col. Braxton E. Allran. Donor: The
estate of Anita Allran Fitch.
2022.074: Six pieces of Catawba valley pottery including potters Daniel and James Franklin Seagle and
Sylvanus Hartsoe. Donor: The Col. Braxton E. Allran
Family and the estate of Anita Allran Fitch.
2022.075: Lincolnton High School Pine Burr yearbooks
from years 1956-1959; ASU yearbooks 1960-1963. Donor: Barron Lee.

Upcoming Events
October 8

Our Community, Our Heritage genealogy workshop , 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Lincoln
Cultural Center. Free to the public. Register at mylincolnlibrary.org.

November 12

Sharyn McCrumb and The Novels of Western North Carolina, 1 p.m. in the Lincoln
Cultural Center Auditorium. Reception and book signing follow. Tickets
$15 available on Eventbrite, in the LCHA office, and at the door. More
information on page 3.

New and Renewed Memberships
Pat Bradshaw
Allison Clark
Jayne Exton
Katherine Gemza
Fran Goins
Tim & Robin Heafner
Carol Jensen
George & Doris Reynolds
Sue Sherrill
Robert Thornton

Thank you, Donors!
Patron Level
Allison Thorne Clark
Jerry & Evelyn Cochrane in memory of the Employees
of Cochrane Furniture
James Smith in memory of Hetta Smith King
Allison Thorne Clark
Contributor Level
Pat C. Bradshaw
Miles Davis in memory of C.M. and Ocie Heafner
Jamye Exton in memory of James, Mary, and Billy
Nichols
Carol Jensen in memory of Andrew Jackson Stroupe
George & Doris Reynolds in memory of Steven D.
Reyolds

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!
Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria
Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford
Mary Whisonant
As we continue publication of a third year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that you’d like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals and businesses to be part of this outreach,
which we distribute to members and to the public
via the Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County
Room.
Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, please consider becoming a sponsor.

Recent Searches
• Information on field trip opportunities for the homeschooling community
• Information on Tucker’s Grove Campground
• Information on the Edgar James home
• David Schenck diaries
• Information on the Peter Houser family and the location of the Peter Houser family Bible
Our extensive Research Room and Library are currently open on Thursdays from 1 until 5 and Saturdays
from 10 until 4. Other hours by appointment.
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Where Were You in 1972?
The Lincoln County Apple Festival has been celebrating agriculture and small town tradition for 50 years, attracting more than 80,000 visitors to charming downtown Lincolnton every
October. Its beginnings weren’t so grand, and the creators would never have imagined what the
Apple Festival would eventually become.
The Festival seed was planted when Home Economics agent Melinda Houser joined
Lincoln County Cooperative Extension. She’d seen a very successful and popular strawberry
festival in eastern North Carolina, so why couldn’t Lincoln County showcase apples?
So in September 1972, along with then Agricultural Extension Agent Howard Waynick
and local apple growers, the county’s first Apple Festival was held at Boger City United Methodist Church and attracted about 300 visitors.
The next two Festivals were held in the National Guard Armory, including entertainment
and exhibits. The need for larger facilities prompted a move to West Lincoln High School in
1975, where food and craft vendors participated, along with outstanding local entertainment.
By 1978, word was getting out and the Festival moved to Main Street with approximately
30 booths and an approximate crowd of 8,000. It was that year that the Lincolnton Business
and Professional Women’s Club sponsored the first Apple Queen Pageant, selecting a queen to
reign over the festival.
An Apple Festival Steering Committee was formed in 1982, and in 1984, the Lincoln
County Apple Festival formally incorporated as a non-profit. It continued to grow.
In 2014, Cooperative Extension stopped administering the Apple Festival but continues to
be an integral part of the festivities continuing their tradition of selling their popular homemade fried pies and whole apple pies, sponsoring an apple recipe contest, and organizing Ag
City, a vibrant section of the Apple Festival with displays featuring Lincoln County’s agricultural heritage yesterday and today.
In 2018, Hurricane Florence forced a change in tradition. The reschedule in October was
so well received, that the board officially changed the date permanently to the third Saturday in
October.
Today’s Lincoln County Apple Festival is the product of a volunteer board of directors
dedicated to the original concept: celebration all that Lincoln County and the region has to
offer in a safe, family-friendly atmosphere. The Festival features five local apple growers, a
farmer’s market, local talent on two stages, foods that include whole apple pies, kid’s activities, and more than 250 vendors with crafts and exhibits to delight all ages. This year’s Lincoln
County Apple Festival marks 50 years since the first festival was held in the fellowship hall of
Boger City Methodist Church.
All photographs are from the Lincoln Times. Starting at the top left and going clockwise: The annual apple
peeling contest on the Court House porch (1983); Members of the Lincoln Squares demonstrate their moves
(1991); Ed Wise demonstrates his basket-weaving technique (1986); Lincoln County’s first Apple Queen, Billie

06 Watts (1978); Mr. & Mrs. Webb Harmon and Wray Taylor share their gift of music (1974).

Continued from page one
Laboratory. After his death in 1845, the property was sold to
Dr. Zephaniah Butt, a physician. It’s likely that Dr. Butt was
responsible for the Greek Revival modifications to the house,
which has been little altered since renovation in late 1840s. In
1860 Dr. Butt, one of Lincolnton’s most successful physicians,
moved to Florida and sold his house and lot, as well as the doctor’s office he had built next door to Martin L. Brown, another
physician, for $2,500. A year before the purchase of the property, Dr. Brown married Catherine E Bost, and the couple had
two daughters, Violet and Lily.
In 1884, Violet Brown married physician John M. Pressley,
but he died seven years later at the age of only 31. Violet Brown
Pressley survived until 1922. The one-story frame rear ell was
added by Violet Brown after the death of her mother, Catherine,
in 1920, and before her own death in 1922. It replaced a separate
kitchen which stood to the rear of the house. The placement of
the enclosed stairway to the second floor was possibly altered at
this time, too, and a downstairs bathroom added. The boxwoods as well as the stone wall which rings the yard, are thought
to be more than a hundred years old.
The Pressleys had two daughters, Mrs. Henry L. Vanstory of
Lincolnton and Mrs. Herbert D. Rodd of St. Petersburg, FL, and
one son, Dr. J. Mason Pressley of Belmont. The Pressley’s granddaughter, Eleanor Rodd Porter, inherited the property where she
spent summer days visiting her grandmother. She continued to
use the house as a summer home until her death in 2020. The
house then passed to her children Mark, Lindsey, Claire, and
Marion.
“Growing up, we would spend several weeks every summer
in Lincolnton,” recalls Claire Porter Harrison. “I remember that
we would spread cedar dust on the floors and then each one of
us would take a room sweeping it up. It got rid of the dust, and it
works pretty well.
“We would roller skate, and pick strawberries, play cards
and Monopoly, go to the movies downtown, catch lightning
bugs, go to Lake Norman, and play a lot of badminton in the
backyard. Every year we would set up an elaborate croquet game
and play some really aggressive games. There wasn’t much TV as
there was only one air conditioner in the house. I remember that

I always got poison ivy when I visited.”
“The reason she had poison ivy was because I used to knock
her croquet ball into it,” remembers brother Lindsey Porter.
“There was a grape arbor in the back and my grandmother used
the grapes to make wine for the church, he recalls. “I especially
remember the ‘cruisers’ that used to circle the Court Square.
The LCHA and the Porter family share the same goal, to
preserve the historical integrity of the site for the benefit of the
community.
“The preservation of this wonderful house has been our
primary concern. We would never want to see it torn down and
turned into a parking lot,” said Porter. “It seemed to me that a local group had more interest in preserving the house than a state
group. We feel like the LCHA will try harder to find the right
person to take it; someone who will love it like we have.”
“We are happy to see it preserved in the way that LCHA will
care for it,” said Harrison.
The LCHA also owns the Mundy House in Denver and
leases that property to the East Lincoln Historical Society as a
museum and headquarters.
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