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For most of the year, the circles of shacks
surrounding the open arbor appear to be something abandoned from an earlier century. Come
August, however, as surely as a compass points
north, the faith and family tradition of “cammeetin’” at Rock Spring Campground near
Denver awakens thousands of friends and the
faithful to gather in the shade of the Arbor.
After the crops are “laid in,” neighbors and
the faithful brave the Indian summer heat and
the bugs to make these shacks (called tents)
into livable spaces in preparation for a week of
singing, preaching, and visiting in concentrated
form.
To explore the beginning of this phenomena,
you’ll have to go as far back as 1794, near the
present day Rehobeth Church on Grassy Branch
in Terrell. Circuit ministers John McGee, Daniel
Asbury, William McKendree, Nicholls Waters,

William Fullwood, and Dr. James Hall led the
first non-denominational camp meeting in the
area.
Meetings were held under a brush arbor.
The people slept in brush camps, cloth tents,
and covered wagons.
The present site of Rock Springs Camp
Meeting was selected in 1829 for its excellent
water source, two clear flowing streams that
had for years been used by Native Americans.
Now celebrating its 192nd session, it’s quite
possibly the oldest camp meeting of its kind in
the country, operating in its present location
since 1829, having missed only two full sessions:
once during the Civil War and the other during
the polio epidemic of 1948. Not even a 1973 fire
that destroyed nearly a third of the tents could
consume the fervor of the faithful.
Continued on page 7
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A. Dellinger
You posted an interesting article in the April/May issue of The Historian on
the Presbyterian Church, but the facts don’t agree with the statements in the third
paragraph on the first page.
Emmanuel, or the Old White Church, was definitely not constructed in 1771
and the Jan 10, 1788 deed conveying a lot to Christian Reinhardt and Andrew
Heddick wasn’t the first church deed recorded in Lincoln County. To illustrate a
1787 construction date for Emmanuels there is a document in Lincoln Co. Miscellaneous Papers at the state archives dated July 25, 1787. In this document Deter
Heafner is obligating himself to pay a joiner to construct a pulpit for the Lincolnton meeting house within one year from this date. Joseph Henry is obligating himself to deliver walnut plank, sufficient in quality and quantity to make a pulpit,
one month from the date of July 25, 1787. The next oldest documents concerning
the meeting house in Lincolnton is dated June 17, 1788 and contains the names
of subscribers obligating themselves to pay for weatherboarding and flooring for
the meeting house in Lincolnton. A list dated October 15, 1791 gives the names of
subscribers obligating themselves to pay for fencing the graveyard.

Vice President

Lincoln Co. Historical Association
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Letters to the Association

©2022

J. Perkins
I am looking for information on my ancestor, Richard
Perkins, who, according to
family lore, was killed by
being thrown from the second
floor window of the Lincoln
County Court House.
The Richard Perkins you
refer to is believed to be the
first person buried in the
Old White Church cemetery
in Lincolnton. He is also the
first, and we pray the only,
individual to be murdered by
being tossed out of the window of the Lincoln County
Court House.
Jess Perkins of Dallas, Texas, dropped by the
As the story goes, some
LCHA offices in June to learn what he could
of Richard Perkins’ descendants became Mormons. This about his infamous relative, Richard “Tomahawk
Dick” Perkins. Our research center on the third
would include a descendant
floor of the Lincoln Cultural Center often welnamed Brigham Young Perkins. Among his writings and comes out-of-state visitors.
recollections about family
ancestry and lore comes this story:
“According to the memory of grandfather, Reuben Perkins, my third great
grandfather, Richard Perkins, was born in America about the year 1710. He lived
in the mountains of old Virginia. He was a large powerful man. He burned pitch
and charcoal and often carried a tomahawk in his belt by which he earned the
name “Tomahawk Dick.” His ancestors came from England. He had some trouble
with the Irish. He whipped thirteen of them one morning before breakfast, and
afterwards a good many of them, in a drunken state, threw him out of the up-

stairs window in a large building and killed him.”
The building was Lincoln County’s two-story log
court house that was built in 1786 and weather-boarded
in 1788. It was said that it was red in color, not to be
confused with the red 1856 courthouse with the clock
tower that was razed in 1921 to make room for the
building now sitting on Court Square.
For the facts of the case, move ahead to the court record of Morgan District Superior Court, where a board
of inquest made up of local landowners heard testimony
that on the night of July 9, 1789, Perkins was indeed
severely beaten on the outside of the courthouse and
“with force and violence” thrown from the window of the
Court House. He lingered two days before succumbing
to his injuries.
Indicted were Ezekiel Polk Jr., of Mecklenburg
County and John Hunter of Lincoln County. When the
case was called for trial, Polk and Hunter, and witness for the prosecution John Weaver, failed to appear.
Further records from Morgan District Superior Court
show by September 1792 Ezekiel Polk Junior was dead.
Hunter and witness Weaver had left the state and were
not found.

Thank you, Historian Sponsors!
Robert C. Carpenter
Goodwood Pizzeria
Bill and Carole Howell
David & Frances Rhyne
Herb Stanford
Mary Whisonant
As we continue publication of a third year of The
Historian, we urge you to support us with one-year
newsletter sponsorship of $100. Simply note on
your donation that you’d like for your gift to be in
support of the newsletter. We urge both individuals and businesses to be part of this outreach,
which we distribute to members and to the public
via the Lincoln County Library’s Lincoln County
Room.
Sponsorships help keep the presses running and
provide complimentary subscriptions to Lincoln
County educators. If you appreciate our newsletter, please consider becoming a sponsor.

Battleground Fifth Graders and Teachers
Explore Their Own Historic Campus

What’s in a name? Why is Battleground Elementary School called Battleground and why is their team called the
Patriots? In May, students got a tour of their own back yard to learn the answers to these questions and why
their schoolyard is sacred ground. The Lincoln Hearth Cooks and the LCHA opened the Christian Reinhardt cabin
to demonstrate some old time ways including how to make butter, bake bread, and spin yarn for clothing. The
fifth graders asked plenty of good questions and we hope that through more educational events like this one we’ll
inspire another generation of history lovers. Photos by Carole Howell and Bill Beam
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LCHA Updates
Canceled – Lincoln
County Catawba
Valley Pottery Market
The Pottery Market planned
for July 8 & 9 was cancelled for
lack of vendors. We will work to
reschedule in 2023.

Summer Reading?
Add Sharyn McCrumb to Your
Reading List!
Whether at the beach or on a shady porch, summer
is a great time to catch up on your reading. If you love
a good read, add Sharyn McCrumb’s Ballad books to
your list so you’ll be ready when she visits Lincolnton in
November.
Who killed Laura
Foster? The Ballad of
Tom Dooley is a fictional retelling of an
historic true story set
in the mountains of
North Carolina. The
story takes place post
Civil War and was the
subject of the folk song
made famous by the
Kingston Trio. With
the help of historians,
lawyers and researchers, McCrumb takes
you to the place it
happens and through
the eyes of servant girl
Pauline Foster, helps to solve the mystery.
The Ballad of Frankie Silver, is the story of a famous trial that took place just up the road in in Morganton, NC. Young Frankie Silver killed her husband
in cold blood, but the reason may go to the gallows with
her.
In King’s Mountain, the American Revolution becomes personal to one family when an arrogant British
officer sends a threatening message over the mountains.
Prayers the Devil Answers, the story of the last public hanging ever carried out in the United States, and
The Unquiet Grave, the story of West Virginia’s Greenbriar Ghost.
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Currently available is the new edition of the New
York Times Bestseller She Walks These Hills with the
essay “The Serpentine Chain,” which discusses the ties
between the culture of Appalachia and Britain.
If your book club is looking for summer reading material, here’s your answer. McCrumb will be our guest
on November 12, so you have plenty of time to visit the
library and get ready to see her in person. More details
coming.

Recent Accessions
2022.023: Scrapbooks and miscellaneous fliers from
Gilbert Auction Company. Donor: Bill Beam
2022.024: Two books of poetry by Sallie Nixon, “Spiraling,” and “Second Grace.” Donor: Bill and Carole Howell
2022.025: Quilt made by Rhoda Salome Smith McCorkle (1836-1862). Rhoda was the mother of Robert Locke
McCorkle, a longtime resident of Eastern Lincoln County who lived on Old Plank Road. Donor: Rose Bisanar
Bowden.
2022.026: Rock Springs Rosphian yearbooks 1951, 1952,
1954-1967, and a Rock Springs Elementary School class
picture book 1963-64. Donor: Brian Palmer
2022.027: Scrapbook and miscellanous photos and memoriabilia from First Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton.
Donor: Pam Sipe
2022.032: Photo of C.J. Hammarskold, photo of Andrew
Loretz home, photo of Baker Family of Vale. Found in
Collection
2022.035: Photos pertaining to J. Carl Helms of the
Bethphage Community. Found in Collection
2022.036: W.C. Friday Middle School yearbooks 1975
and 1976. Found in Collection
2022.038: Miscellaneous sales slips and invoices from
P.D. Hinson’s store. Found in Collection
2022.039: “Tuffy and Boots” school reading textbook
from Newbold School. Found in Collection

Upcoming Events
October 8

Genealogy workshop in partnership with the Lincoln County Library, Details TBA.

November 12

Sharyn McCrumb Presentation followed by reception and book signing. Details and
ticket information TBA.

New and Renewed Memberships
Rebecca Alson
Jessica & Wesley Baker
Jean Cherry
Kathy Correll
David & Linda Edwards
Ola Mae Foster
Beth & Dennis Griffith
Fred Jarrett
Lee & Brenda Killian
Vicki Kopf
Frances Lena
Gail & Smitty Little
James Love
Karyna Miller
Michael Ottinger
Wayne Premo
Penelope Schrum
Herbert Stanford, III

Recent Searches
• Information on Mary Margaret Mouser (1806-1896)
and parents John George Mouser and Mary Schmidt/
Smith (1775-1817); also grandparents Jacob Frederick
Mauser (1740-1799) and Anna Hauck (1747-1822) and
George Schmidt (1734-1806) spouse unknown.
• Information on the Mosteller Family and the book,
Stumbling Toward Zion, by Dr. James Haney
• Information on Benjamin J. Proctor, third
great-grandfather of Mary Proctor Sleppy
• Information on house and former owners of 1150 Startown Road.
Our extensive Research Room and Library are currently open on Thursdays from 1 until 5 and Saturdays
from 10 until 4. Other hours by appointment.

Thank you, Donors!
Sustainer Level
Frances Lena for the Plonk Cemetery
Benefactor Level
William Anderson for the Plonk Cemetery
Timken Charitable Trust Sharyn McCrumb sponsor
First Federal Savings Bank Sharyn McCrumb sponsor
Patron Level
Rebecca Alson in memory of Dr. S.E. Richbourg
Geoff Goff
Michael Ottinger
Wayne Premo in memory of Carl Wayne Ramsey
Contributor Level
Jean Cherry in memory of Dorthy Nell Bass
Vicki Kopf
James Mundy in memory of James Rufus Mundy
Lillian Richardson in memory of Bob Richardson
Herbert Stanford, III, Newsletter sponsorship
Mary Whisonant, Newsletter sponsorship

As part of their national reunion weekend June 9 &
10, members of the Reep Family Association gathered
at the LCHA offices to view the Reep Family Association collection in our care. Following their visit, they
were treated to refreshments at the Christian Reinhardt cabin by members of the Lincoln Hearth Cooks.
The Reep Family Association is comprised of family
members from NC, GA, SC, VA, and MD.
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Campmeeting Abolished...Almost
By July 4, 1913, the Trustees of Rock Spring Campmeeting were facing a dilemma. The topic of conversation among neighbors was “Would campmeeting be held
as usual?” There was a movement by the Methodist
Charge to abolish the event permanently.
Campmeeting was, admittedly, a very rowdy place.
Some held the opinion that it had become nothing but a
place to party and drink. Indeed, there was a one-room
jail called the Calaboose that was used to hold court
(and wayward participants) during the week of camp.
Rev. T.E. Wagg of the Rock Spring Methodist
Charge presented a personal position document
stating that he would
conduct no services at the
campground and further
stated that he had authority to forbid anyone
else to hold services on
the grounds.
Three of ten campground trustees agreed
with Wagg, being of the
opinion that the Methodist Church was no longer following the doctrine of John
Wesley of hard-core “hellfire and brimstone” preaching.
Two of the trustees added that Rock Spring had become a place for eating, visiting, courting, drinking, and
was no longer a significant contribution to church life.
Legally, the issue was who controlled the campground. Was it the Methodist Conference or a majority
of the trustees? The trustees in favor of keeping the
campground open hired Charlotte lawyer and Lincoln
County native, Brevard Nixon, to offer his legal opinion.
His summary was published in The Lincoln County
News on August 1, 1913.
Nixon’s view was that the trustees had total authority over the 45-acre property granted in trust for the
Methodist Episcopal Church of Lincoln County.
James Allen King, one of the trustees and mayor of
the municipality, joined with other trustees in favor of
preserving campmeeting immediately announced that
the event would be held and the people came, despite
Rev. Wagg and his fellow detractors.
The argument didn’t end there. The Methodist
Episcopal Church continued to fight for the closing of
campmeeting as a Methodist pulpit that has outlived its
evangelistic purposes. On June 23, 1914, the Statesville
District of the Church Conference met to discuss the
matter.
The meeting was presided over by the Rev. Lee
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T. Mann of Statesville.
Mann had no use for the
campground or the meetings held there.
In the documents from
that meeting, the group
said that “we again assert
that the Rock Spring
Campground is a Methodist pulpit, and by the
authority of our church,
it has been closed to the
ministry of every name and type and grade, and that we
want no man to preach or speak in it.”
The response was published in the Statesville
Landmark on July 24, 1914: “The mayor and trustees of
Rock Spring Campground desire to announce that the
annual campmeeting will be held this year at the usual
time...Preachers of the following denominations will be
present: Methodist Episcopal Church South, Protestant
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, and German Reformed.”
A few days before that 1914 campmeeting, a Methodist Church Conferece meeting was held at Rehobeth
Church near Terrell. The quarterly conference decided
by a vote of 16 - 4 to sell the campground. Albert Sherrill purchased the site at public auction for $900. Despite this, the 1914 campmeeting was held as usual and
was reported to have a large crowd and the best of order
maintained. Sherrill never gained possession of his purchase and was not refunded his money.
In November 1914, the issue would heat up once
again. The church may have realized its folly because it
moved the Rock Spring Campground from the Statesville District to the Shelby District, out of the jurisdiction of Mann, the presiding elder at Statesville. This
move eased tensions.
The issue of who controlled Rock Spring Campground was not settled until the July 1916 session of
Lincoln County Superior Court. Arguing in support of
camp meeting were attorneys W.C. Femister of Newton
and Charles A. Jonas of Lincolnton. In his judgement,
Presiding Judge G.S. Forguson ruled Rock Spring
Campground shall continue to exist, that trustees
continue in office and manage the annual campmeeting
and grounds, and ruled that the costs of the action be
paid by the plaintiffs, being the Methodist Conference.
The rest, as they say, is history.
– Excerpted from Rock Spring Campground, Vol. 1 by
Terry Brotherton

– Excerpted from Rock Springs......by Terry Brotherton

Hard at work to preserve the Mount Vernon Rosenwald School at the June 22 Lowe’s Volunteer Workday are, front row left to right, Makenzie Elam, Mia
Canestrari, Ola Mae Foster, Jamie Clark, and JoJo
Clemins, manager of Lowes of Denver; back row,
Chuck Masterton, Eli Grigg, Destiny Tucker, Amanda
Brown, and Quinn Morenus. Photographer Jim Cote.
Lowes of Lincolnton provided the supplies (manager
Snehal Pandya) and lunch was provided by Harris
Teeter of Denver (manager Brittany Evans).

Together the team removed the drop ceiling and wood
paneling to reveal the original tongue and groove walls
and ceilings. This was the first of many steps laid out by
Brett Sturm, Restoration Specialist with the NC SHPO,
to preserve and restore the school.
Future work includes bringing in a structural engineer
to look at the subfloor and foundation, replacing original
sized windows, removing vinyl siding, and priming and
painting the interior and exterior. If anyone is interested
in donating to efforts to save the school they can do so
securely at https://gofund.me/fbcf5630.

192 and counting – continued from page 1
In his book, Rock Spring Campground Volume 1,
Terry Brotherton has gathered history and remininiscences of a time before the modern conveniences of
running water from the spring and electricity, which
are turned on each year about a month before the
meeting begins.
In 1979, Georgianna Howard, age 90, had been
attending campmeeting since her first one in 1901. In
the book she recalls:
“People used to have a hard time going to campmeeting. When we first went to campmeeting we had
to cook over a log and in black pots. There was no place
to buy anything to eat. You had to have everything
there at the campground. You had to cook a great big
sack of tea cakes, bake about 20 other cakes and boil a
big ham. You had to cook the chickens beforehand and
take them. You could take live chickens and put them
in a coop they had down there and then have someone
kill and dress them.
“You didn’t have a refrigerator. If you wanted
fresh butter, you had to keep it in a spring branch.
There weren’t any electric lights. You had to have your
kerosene lights. If a cloud knocked your light out, well
you went to the woods and got pine knots. They made a

good light.
“People went in wagons and buggies. I’ve seen
wagons come down the road, horses hitting the back
of the buggy in front of them, just like cars bumper to
bumper. They had good preaching. They did a lot of
shouting. They’d shout and tear their shirts off.”
And Mrs. Howard added, the food at campmeeting
is the best. “Everything just eats so good at campmeeting.”

Georgianna Barker Howard sits on the bench in front of
her tent with two of her daughters-in-law, Betty Ruth
Little Howard and Mary Lee Wilhelm Howard. LCHA
Archives, Billy Moore Family Collection
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