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Better Education Through Consolidation
The Berge Beam Years in Lincoln County

It was the early 1800s and education was
only attainable for families with means.

For the average citizen, however, teach-
ing children to read and write was low on the
list. In homes where neither parent knew the
alphabet, many people were indifferent to the
necessity for free schools, and others simply
rejected the idea of paying taxes to provide
teachers and school buildings. In 1839, the
state Legislature passed the first public school
law, setting up a Literary Fund to create one
free school for every six square miles of inhab-
ited territory. Still, it was up to the counties
to decide whether or not to accept the taxes it
would take to provide education.

The Literary Fund was abolished during
the Civil War, and any public schools opened
had been closed. In 1868, the North Carolina
Constitution provided for a uniform system of
public schools with four-month terms. Most
schools were built of logs or unpainted weath-
er boards with one or two rooms and con-
structed on land given by churches or private
land owners.

In their report titled “History of Union
High School, Vale, North Carolina,” Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Killian describe the earliest
schools as having glass windows or window
shutters, a raised platform and a pot-bellied
stove or fireplace. Seats were wooden slab
benches without backs.

Even though the state had set the school
term at four months, rural Lincoln County
set the length of the school term at 12 weeks,
held at the time of the year when children
were not needed at home. While some com-
munities were collecting taxes to lengthen
the school term beyond what the state was
providing, getting funds to operate and pay

As superintendent of Lincoln County Schools from
1915 to 1927, L. Berge Beam led a massive build-
ing and consolidation project. Photo courtesy of the

Crouse Community History and Photo Project, the
Oscar and Kathryn Beam Sappenfield Collection.

teachers was a struggle for both the state and
the county.

During the first two decades of the twenti-
eth century, however, Lincolnton and Lincoln
County were exploding in both industry and
population, sparking a desire for progress.

In 1915, local attorney L. Berge Beam
became superintendent of county schools. At
the time there were around 60 separate school
districts in the county. Of these, the great
majority were one- and two-teacher schools.

Crouse and Denver were the only two only

Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Association

C. Caringer

My parents recently bought The Shoe Cobbler’s Kin, Vol. 1 from your website
as a Christmas gift to me. I'm a college student who recently got into genealogy,
and getting this book was a big surprise. I'm a descendant of Peter Eaker myself
through my father. If you're curious, here’s the lineage:

1. Peter Eaker, Sr.

2. Peter Eaker, Jr.

3. Catherine Eaker

4. Barbara Carpenter

5. Fanny Shikles

6. Martha Willis Shikles (illegitimate)
7. Wesley Bradford Woods

8. Nannie Elizabeth Woods

9. Leo Bradford Dugal

10. Connie Lee Dugal

11. Craig Addison Caringer

12. Clayton Louis Caringer (me)

I was able to secure a copy of Catherine Eaker Carpenter’s will, and it men-
tions her granddaughter Fanny Shikles, my ancestor, first and foremost before any
other member of her family. Fanny had several children out of wedlock, including
my ancestor Martha Willis Shikles Woods. Because of this oddity, I've been keen
on learning more about her roots. Hopefully you guys may be able to come up with
some answers.

We have Lorena Eaker’s The Shoe Cobbler’s Kin, Vol. 2 on CD, as well as Ger-
man Speaking People West of the Catawba (CD). For Carpenters, we're so fortu-
nate to have Robert Carpenter who wrote Carpenters a’Plenty, and I've shared his
contact information directly with you.

From C. Cecil

“I am looking for information and photos of Mr. Daniel Asbury for a display
project at our museum, the North Carolina Aviation Museum. Any information
would be deeply appreciated. No one seems to have any history or photos of his
steam powered aeroplane.”

From a quick internet search, I found that the Daniel Asbury you seek was a
native of Taylorsville, and not the same as the Lincoln County Daniel Asbury.

Dr. Daniel Asbury was a successful inventor with a special interest in phys-
ics. In the 1860s, Asbury worked on a type of artillery shell that would produce
a double explosion, but he never completed the project. He then began studying
properties of heat and methods of drying.

His interest in thermodynamics led him to experiment with a steam-driven
aircraft design. His prototype was described as having the round body of a bird,
a wingspan of about 30 feet, and a basket attached to the ship’s underside that
housed the pilot and engine. Newspaper hype promised a test flight that was nev-
er performed. Dr. Asbury died in 1882 and the steamer was dismantled. There’s
more about him in First to Fly: North Carolina and the Beginnings of Aviation by
Thomas C. Parramore.

Rev. Daniel Asbury (1762-1825) as it relates to Lincoln County was a pio-
neer Methodist minister. This Daniel Asbury is credited with bringing the camp
meeting tradition from his birthplace, Virginia, to the site at Rehobeth Methodist



Church, the first recorded in 1794, which became Rock
Springs Camp Meeting. He is also credited with per-
sonally establishing numerous preaching places and
circuits. He is buried at Rehoboth Church in Catawba
County.

From J. McAleese

“I'm interested in old Lincoln County schoolhouses.
In particular, I'm wondering if you have a photograph
of Pleasant Home school where my grandmother taught.
Her name was Mary Payseur.

"I have a painting by my aunt, Nancy Payseur
Burgin, and I was told that it is of the school where my
grandmother taught.”

There were some 60 one- and two-room schools in

Lincoln County at the time your grandmother taught.
Some were frame, and some were made of logs, and
they were primarily funded by the community that they
served. The more money and support the community
could provide, the longer the school term and the better
the building. Unfortunately, we don’t have a photo of
Pleasant Home to compare.

From Back Then, Stories of a Blessed Life by Mary
Ruth “Pris” Mauney (your Aunt Pris), here’s what we
know about your family: Mary Isabelle Warlick Weaver
Payseur taught for two years at Pleasant Home School
near Bethphage. She was the principal of the school,
maybe because she had a college education. Her salary
was $40 a month, and her fellow teacher was paid $30 a
month. Teachers at the time were expected to stay sin-
gle and live near the school, and their room and board
were $10 per month. She stopped teaching when she
married John Henderson Weaver. Your great grand-
father, Frank Warlick, was also a school teacher and
taught school in Crouse in the late 1800s.

From A. Heafner via FaceBook

I recently moved to Lincolnton and I was wonder-
ing about the rock wall around the little park on Cedar
Street. I was told that the wall was built during some of
the battles as protection, but that maybe it was built by
students at the school. What is the story behind the rock
wall?

The stone wall was built as one of approximately
70 projects in Lincoln County from 1933-1935 as part
of the Emergency Relief Administration and Works
Progress Administration. The purpose of this program
was to alleviate unemployment among unskilled,
semi-skilled, and skilled workers of distressed families
during depression time.

In April 1935, Mayor C. Guy Rudisill submitted an
application to the ERA of North Carolina for “the im-
provement of the public playground and park located on
Cedar Street in the town of Lincolnton,” and the work
involved “grading the grounds, removing of a few unde-
sirable trees and stumps, filling in around the existing
wading pool, construction of drainage ditches, gravel
walks, and a stone fence.”

The application continued: “This project will provide
work for relief clients in this vicinity.”

Upon approval, plans were drawn by Mrs. F.H.
(Rose Budd) Chamberlain. Employed to complete the
project were 30 male “common laborers” at $900, two
stone masons at $54, one additional stone mason at
$40.50, and a foreman and timekeeper at $87.50. The
city used one of its trucks to haul the 54 cubic yards of
rock, 75 bags of cement, and fifteen cubic yards of sand.

Playground Located
On Cedar Street

The Times is asked to make the |
following announcement:

The Recreational Playground Cen- |
ter for Lincolnton is located on the!
Playground Park on Cedar Street.'
All children are eligible for the re-!
creation. Play periods will be con-l
ducted and supervised daily by the
following leaders, Misses Lucile Sea-
gle, Mary S. Davis and Ruby Lank-

ford. Hours, 2:30 to 5 P. M.

From The Lincoln Times, March 26, 1936
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LCHA Updates

Wanted: Your Family Genealogy

Records

Every day we receive calls for genealogy help, and
the demand and interest is increasing! Help us broaden
our family genealogy library. If you have a copy of your
family history that you would like to donate or allow
us to copy, we'd appreciated it so very much. One of
our goals in the very near future is to host a genealogy
workshop to help researchers and to teach others how
to begin their own family investigation.

Recent Accessions

2021.034: Library addition: To the Stars, The Glenns of
Gaston County, North Carolina, by Barbara H. Voor-
hees. Donor: The Carrie E. and Lena V. Glenn Founda-

tion.

2021.035: Five-gallon stoneware double strap handle
jug with Albany slip glaze, ca 1890; Wide mouth storage
jug 1.e. molasses. Wooden stopper covered in cheese-
cloth. Donor: Estate of Pinkie H. Mosteller.

2021.036: Lead-glazed earthenware jug with coggle

wheel decoration, Stamped. Daniel Seagle (D.S.) Con-
dition stable, hairlines, two-inch hole to the left of the
handle. Donor: United Daughters of the Confederacy.

2021.037: Copy of the 2011-2012 yearbook and directory
of the Gastonia, NC NSDAR Major William Chrionicle

Chapter. Found in collection.

New and Renewed Memberships

Steve & Jeannie Bailey
Loretta Beam

Heath Belcher

Robert & Sandra Binanar
Rondel Burke

Robert Carpenter

Len Clemmer

Jerry & Evelyn Cochrane
Robert Cooke

Brenda Kaye Dobbins
Rachel Eickemeyer

Julie Caudle Fields

Lila Friday

Jessica Glover

Geoff & Carson Goff
Ann Gometz

Ann Graham

James A. Hallman

Jason Harpe

Ed & Cindy Hatley

Bo & Carol King

Gary & Viola Montgomery
Sara Peek

Dale & Rebecca Punch
Mary Anna Rankin
Margaret Reinhardt
Kathy Richards

Nelta Sain

Martha W. Sharpe

Fred & Gwen Sherrill
Richard Smith

Bill & Sandra Stark
Donald Stroud

John & Jill Ware
Randy & Sue Zimtbaum

Thank you, Donors!

Contributor Level

Steve & Jeannie Bailey

Robert & Sandra Bisinar

Rondel Burke

Robert Cooke, Jr.

Julia Caudle Fields in memory of Frances Stone Caudle
(Mundy Family)

Lila Friday in memory of Judge John Friday
Ann Graham in honor of Gen. Joseph Graham
Jason Harpe

Dale & Rebecca Punch

Review Book Club, Gayle Park in honor of Rick
& Myra Jane Ramseur

Nelta Sain

Richard Smith

Donald Stroud in memory of Joe and Neil Stroud
Gary Vaughn

Randy & Sue Zimtbaum

Patron Level

Jerry & Evelyn Cochrane

Geoff & Carson Goff

Charles and Judy Holland in honor of Judy Holland
John & Jill Ware

Recent Searches

¢ Information on the will of Robert Johnston. He was
born Abt. 1730 and died, prior to 1 Aug 1815. in Lin-
coln County, North Carolina. His will was recorded and
settled, July 1816.

* Genealogy inquiry regarding the parents of John Hen-
ry Nolen, married to Myra Moore. Winslow W. Nolen,
father of Lemuel Moore Nolen, was one for their sons.

* Information on the Mt. Vernon Rosenwald School in
Iron Station.

* Land grant and other information on Christian
Mauney and the Whisenhunt family.

Our extensive Research Room and Library are current-
ly open on Thursdays from 1 until 5 and Saturdays
from 10 until 4. Other hours by appointment.



Newbold High School - Go Panthers!!

As one of six Lincoln County schools built with
Julius Rosenwald Funds, the Lincolnton Colored High
School for African Americans in Lincolnton, Oaklawn,
was the only six-teacher school for African Americans
in Lincoln County. It did not, however, meet the state’s
guidelines according to the number of students and the
requirements for accreditation.

It was decided that bringing black children from
both the county and city systems into a new consolidat-
ed school would be the best way to create a high school
of sufficient size to rate a standard high school. In
1951, the Lincoln County Board of Education initiated
seven building projects throughout the county for the
purpose of bringing the schools up to building stan-
dards. A new high school for black students was project
#17.

Newbold High School, named for Nathan C. New-
bold, the educator appointed by the state to improve
education for African-American students, opened in
1952.

And even though Oliver Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion of Topeka, Kansas, the Supreme Court decision on
May 17, 1954 held that segregated schools were uncon-
stitutional, North Carolina and other southern states
were slow to comply. Lincoln County was operating
a dual-school system of schools for black and white
students, and a “freedom of choice” system meaning
that students could choose which school they wanted to
attend.

“You could say there was a choice, but there was
no choice for us,” says Arthur Roseboro, a member of
the last class to graduate from Newbold in 1968, and
who lived in Little Egypt on the eastern end of Lincoln
County. “Rock Springs High School was all white, and
wouldn’t take us. The only real choice for high school
was to ride the bus.”

After seventh grade, all students from west Lincoln
came from the Vale and North Brook all black elemen-
tary schools; from the east they came from Mt. Vernon
School, Poplar Springs School, Tuckers Grove Ele-
mentary and Rock Hill Elementary via student-driven
school bus to Newbold. It could be a two-hour ride get-
ting to Lincolnton from the Denver area each morning
and after school.

Then in 1968, investigators from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare determined
that Lincoln County’s system was not in compliance
with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The primary issue
was the long bus rides for black students from the
eastern and western ends of the county. With feder-
al budget funds in peril, it was time to eliminate the

1952 marked the last graduating class of Oaklawn and the first
graduating class of Newbold High School, a facility built to

satisfy accreditation requirements of a “separate but equal” high
school for Lincoln County’s black students. Seniors are from left
to right Gwendolyn Lewis, Haywood Killian, Sherman Davis,
Frank Cobb, Ervin Reinhardt, Emma Hill, Jane Beam, Hugh
Herndon, Hattie Cobb, and Erma True Lewis. LCHA Photo,
Clyde Cornwell Collection

dual-school system of white and black schools, accom-
plished under school superintendent Norris Childers.
From then on, black high school students in rural
Lincoln County attended East and West Lincoln High
Schools.

Soon after Newbold High School closed, it was re-
named Central Elementary until the Newbold Alumni
Association petitioned the school board to rename the
school G.E. Massey in memory of Newbold’s beloved
principal and longtime educator George E. Massey.

JThan you, Historian Sponsors!

Robert C. Carpenter

Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell

Betty Drum Giriffin

David & Frances Rhyne

Herb Stanford

As we begin a third year of The Historian, we
urge you to support us with one-year newsletter
sponsorship of $100. It helps us keep the presses
running and provide complimentary membership
subscriptions to Lincoln County educators. If you
appreciate our newsletter, please become a spon-
sor. Your generous contribution is tax deductible.
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Better Education Through Consolidation - continued from page 1

two county high schools receiving appropriations from
the State High School Fund. Without transportation,
however, most students simply dropped out after fifth
or sixth grade.

Beam proposed a massive building and consolida-
tion program for the county school system, a concept
that was becoming popular across the state. Many
people argued to keep the neighborhood schools just the
way they were. If the neighborhood schools were closed,
children would have a further distance to walk. Others
agreed with the need for new and better facilities, and
the opportunity that more children would have access
to high school. A bond referendum was held and passed,
and school consolidation began.

In 1919, the first consolidated school in Lincoln
County, Union School, was organized from Leonard
School and Trinity School (combined to become Ridge
Academy School), Pleasant Hill School, Reepsville
School, Laurel Hill School, Hoover School, Daniels
School, and Oak Grove School. Built on land donated by
Thomas Hoover at a cost of $16,000 exclusive of fur-
nishings, it became a standard high school.

The second modern school building included the
Laboratory, Indian Creek, and John Rudisill Manufac-
turing Company’s Mill Village and surrounding neigh-
borhoods. Made possible through the support of the mill
owners of the area that included Daniel E. Rhyne, J.0.
Shuford, and D.P. Rhodes, it replaced the frame school-
houses at Laboratory and Indian Creek.

In June 1921, three communities held elections to
decide the matter of consolidating schools: North Brook,
which included Bess Chapel, Oak View, and Pinehurst
districts; Howard’s Creek Township; and Catawba
Springs Township, Mariposa and Machpelah districts.

The North Brook Consolidated School was erected
in 1921 to serve North Brook Township and contigu-
ous areas of Howard’s Creek. In 1922, Howard’s Creek
School was built to consolidate White Zion School, Flint
Hill School, Gainesville School, Pleasant Home School,
Hauss School, Liberty School, and Leonard’s Fork
School. Catawba Springs was also built in 1922.

Then, in an election in June 1922, voters in Denver,
Webbs, Elbow, and Keever districts of Catawba Springs
Townships approved the issuance of $20,0000 worth of
bonds. The proceeds, combined with state and county
funds, built Rock Springs High School, the largest rural
school house in Lincoln County.

In an article Beam prepared for The Lincoln County
News on July 7, 1922, he reports, “During the school

year ending June 30th, 1917 the total enrollment of
pupils, both white and colored, in the rural schools of
Lincoln County was 4,143,” he reported. “The enroll-
ment for the year ending June 20th, 1922, was 4,719. It
will be seen that the increase was 576 pupils, and this
increase was made in spite of a decrease in the number
of children of school age living in the rural districts.

The first school bus in Lincoln County was a Ford T-model

driven by Luther Scronce. He picked up students from Pleasant
Home and Leonard’s Fork School and drove them to Crouse High
School. LCHA Photo, Duke Peeler Collection

Better facilities, more interesting curriculum,
improved teacher training, access to high school, and
increased state and local funding were credited for the
increase.

Improvements continued. In 1926, new school
buildings in Crouse, Love Memorial, Iron Station, and
Hickory Grove districts were added. The Oak Grove dis-
trict received a “four-room building with modern heat-
ing facilities,” and later, buildings were erected in the
Goodsonville and Long Shoals districts for a total of 16
modern brick school buildings “supplying the children
of the entire county with comfortable and attractive
school accommodations.”

Sources: Lincoln County News, Two Decades of School
Progress in Lincoln County, Oct. 7, 1935; “History of
Union High School,” by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Killian,
The Annals of Lincoln County, by William L. Sherrill



Union High School, 100 Years Old and Counting
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Now entering its second century, Union High School was the first rural school built in a progressive consolidation of some 60 one-
and two-room neighborhood schools. A fire in 1962 destroyed the original building and the addition shown here. LCHA Photo, Duke
Peeler Collection

The aptly named Union High School, formed from
Ridge Academy (Trinity, Leonard, Hoover and Pleasant
Hill), Laurel Hill, Reepsville, Daniels, and later Oak
Grove schools, was the first rural high school formed un-
der Superintendent L. Berge Beam’s progressive school
consolidation project.

Built on Reepsville Road on land donated by Thomas
Monroe Hoover, the 1921 original building consisted of
four classrooms on the ground level with an auditorium
on the second floor.

In 1927-1928, the auditorium was rebuilt to create
classrooms, and in 1932, an auxiliary building with four
new classrooms and an auditorium were built. In 1934,
a second building program added two classrooms and
two toilet facility rooms to the first addition. In 1935
an additional four acres of land was added to the Union
school property. An agricultural building followed, and a
community cannery facility.

Union High School was serving both elementary
and high school students, and the population continued
to expand. The third addition in 1947-1948 created a
teacher’s lounge, a bookroom, four additional classrooms
and a cafeteria. It wasn’t until May, 1961, when the new

Upcoming Events

January 22

West Lincoln High School was ready for occupancy, that
it was changed to an elementary school serving Kinder-
garten through eighth grades.

Then during an extreme summer thunderstorm in
1962, flames destroyed the original building and the
first two additions. Saved were the lunchroom, the four
classrooms above the lunchroom, the gymnasium, the
agriculture building, and the cannery. A new construc-
tion program began immediately.

The new building consisted of a six-room primary
wing to house the kindergarten program and grades one
through three, two classrooms and an auditorium open-
ing into the main hall, and a wing for the library, work-
rooms, and conference rooms. The agriculture building
was remodeled to form classrooms.

In 1974, with the completion of West Lincoln Junior
High School, seventh and eighth grade students were
reassigned, and Union Elementary School continues to
serve grades K-6 as it has for the past 100 years.

Facts for this article were edited from “History of
Union High School, Vale, North Carolina,” by Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Killian.

Machpelah Presbyterian Church. SAR Compatriot Grave marking event, 10 a.m. for

NC SAR President William Alexander Graham III and to replace the mark-
ers for Gen. Joseph Graham and Capt. Alexander Brevard.

February 6

Drop-in social marking the “burning of the baggage” by Cornwallis at Ramsour’s Mill.
From 3 p.m. until, join us at the cabin at Battleground for period refresh-
ments made and served by the Lincoln County Hearth Cooks. Bring a chair
and socialize around the fire. Weather permitting, of course.
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Current office hours are

1 until 5 on Thursdays and
10 until 4 on Saturdays with
other hours by appointment.
For the fastest response,
please contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com
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