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“Court House for Sale”
Court Houses and County Progress

The headline dated April 7, 1921 read “Court
House is for Sale,” as Lincoln’s County Com-
missioners advertised for bids to remove the
existing courthouse to make room for the
proposed new one.

County officials were wasting no time on
building a new courthouse in the same loca-
tion as the old one. On May 3, 1921, 12 noon,
bids were taken at the County Commission-
er’s office. The purchaser would be required
to demolish and remove debris from the work
site within 30 days of bid acceptance, the only

To make room for Lincoln County’s new courthouse, the iconic
1856 courthouse, the third in the county, had to be razed.

exception being
the tower clock
“by reason of its age and time-honored custom
of giving the time of day and night, and at
one time fire alarms to the inhabitants living
within its sound.”

According to the Lincoln County News, the
dome and belfry fell on May 12 with about a
thousand witnesses. Many scrambled for sou-
venirs and some for lead, they said, to be used
for fishing tackle.

Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Association

From T. Reel
“I am researching my fifth great grandfather George Reel (Johan Georg Riel) who
owned property in Lincoln County in the latter 1700s.

“My specific question now is whether or not there is any list of persons who
fought at the battle at Ramsour’s Mill in 17807 George and two of his sons, John
and George Jr., were elsewhere involved during the Revolution and I am just
wondering if they might have been involved there since the mill was only ten miles
from their home in eastern Lincoln County.”

Ann Dellinger responds: Filed in Lincoln Co. Miscellaneous records at the

NC Archives are two militia lists, Capt. William Moore’s Company march to
Wilmington Sept. 1782 to Dec. 1782. It contains 36 names, one of which is
George Reel, Jr. The other is a partial list of Capt. Jacob Collins Company at the
surrender of Charleston. George Reel, Jr. is also on that list. I have no document
of George Reel, Sr., John Reel, or George Reel, Jr. being at Ramsour’s.

In answer to your questions concerning men who were at Ramsour’s, I have no
list of “regiments.” The National Archives has “List of Capt. James Houston’s
Company Tower (spelling) at Ramsower’s.” While it isn’t clear when this list
made, it contains the names of Adam Torrence, Sr. and his son Adam Jr.. Adam
Torrence, Sr. who was killed at Ramsour’s and the pension record of Adam, Jr.
confirms their being at Ramsour’s.

Pension records of individual soldiers are often a good source for documenting a
soldier’s participation in a specific battle.

From M. Collins

“One of the windows in the Emmanuel Lutheran Church Chapel is dedicated to
John and Permelia Houser, but I can’t find anything about them. The windows
were part of the old church. Can you help?”

Using Findagrave.com as a resource, we were able to find John B. Houser, son of
Peter Houser Jr., and Sarah Frances Heavener.

John Howser (Houser) was born around 1810 and married Permelia Curry in
1837 in Mecklenburg County. John was apparently a carpenter in business with
his younger brother, Isaac, as listed in the business directory of the Sept. 13,
1845 Lincoln Courier).

Permelia (Pamela, Pamelia, Permilla) Howser (Houser) was born in 1810 (1850
census says 1805) and died on June 15, 1850 at 40. She is listed on Ancestry.com
as buried in the Old White Church Cemetery documented in the North Caroli-
na Historical Records Survey, Cemetery Inscription Card Index. Same for John
Howser (Houser) who died at the age of 37 on Feb. 6, 1846.

Permelia is listed in the 1850 census, and we found her will probated on July 27,
1850. We also found an inventory of household goods dated August 16, 1850.

If any Houser kin has more info, please send it along.



From the LCHA

The photo shown was found in a shed at the now vacant Clyde Hill house
in Boger City. Who are these men? Ann Dellinger along with Newspapers.
com was able to provide the following:

A picture truly is worth a thou-
sand words! The five men are
the sons of Lawson Alexander
Dellinger and wife Dulcenia
Isabella Friday (there was one
daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, who
died at age one and is buried at
Hollybrook).

First a little bit about Lawson

Alexander Dellinger: At the

outbreak of the Civil War, he

enlisted with the first volunteers

on April 25, 1861 as a member

of the Southern Stars, Company

K, Bethel Regiment, of which

he was third corporal. He was

wounded and a prisoner at

Gettysburg and left service as a

Captain. A Lincoln County News

article dated September 21, 1922 listed him as one of three remaining sur-
vivors of this regiment. He died at the age of 93 and was remembered as a
kind and generous neighbor.

Seated (left to right) in this studio portrait are William Lee Dellinger
(1878-1969) and Robert Hoke Dellinger (1866-1964). Both remained in
Lincoln County.

Standing at the back (left to right) are John Breckenridge Dellinger
(1868-1918), a successful farmer, who died at his home in Iron Station of
stomach cancer, leaving behind a wife and six children. According to the
Lincoln County News obituary dated January 10, 1918, John was married
twice — first to Miss Fannie Erson, and one child was born of that union.
His second wife was Miss Allie May Rudisill. The children were Lewis,
John Jr., Francis, Katherine, Marguerite, and Mildred.

Next is Alburtus (Burt) Henry Dellinger (1875-1947), and Lewis Laban
Dellinger (1870-1936). Both brothers left Lincoln County in the mid-1890s.
Obituaries for both of them state as much. Alburtus Henry Dellinger went
to the Dallas, Texas area, and was employed by the Dallas police depart-
ment from about 1910 until his retirement in 1946 as Assistant Chief of
Police. Lewis Laban Dellinger (1870-1936) first moved to wBritish Colum-
bia, then to Nevada where he worked for years as a superintendent in gold
mining operations.
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Thank you, Historian
Sponsors!

Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell
Betty Drum Giriffin

Laura Morris

Herb Stanford

Yoga on Main in Lincolnton
John Ware

We hope you enjoy our news-
letter, The Historian. As we

look forward to a third year of
our publication, we urge you to
support us with a sponsorship. A
one-year newsletter sponsorship
of $100 keeps the presses run-
ning and supports this outreach
to our community. If you appre-
clate our newsletter, become a
sponsor. Your generous contribu-
tion is tax deductible.

M 4
Good Reads

NEW! The Wood Family genealogy
compiled by Madge Philbeck is now
available for sale by LCHA. $40 in-
cludes postage. Contact us via email
to reserve your copy.
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LCHA Updates

Mark Your Calendars Now for

November 13!

On Saturday, November 13, the LCHA will celebrate
and dedicate new educational signage for the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill site. The signage represents a generous
gift from the sons of the late William Carpenter, a
local historian who wrote extensively on the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill. The program will begin at 10 a.m. at
the battle site near the cabin. Bring a lawn chair. More
details to come.

Then at 1:30 in in the Community Room at Charles R.
Jonas Library, war historian Stanley D.M. Carpenter,
will present “The Historical Significance of the Battle
of Ramsour’s Mill and the American Revolution.”
Following the presentation, Carpenter will sign his
2019 book, Southern Gambit: Cornwallis and the
British March to Yorktown.

Recent Accessions

2021.021: Extensive collection of newspapers, primarily
Charlotte Observers of major U.S. events; Life, Look,
and Post magazines with coverage from the Kennedy
assasination. Donor, Gene Heavner

2021.022: 1954-1955, 1973 and 1977 Lincolnton City
Directories. Donor, Mike Ottinger

2021.023: Copy of Johann Henrich Wagner, Chronicle
of an 18th Century German Pioneer by Margaret Dent
Wagner. Describes the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill as well
as connections to Lincoln County via Valentine Little/
Cline (Klein). Donor, Arthur Little.

2021.024: Army cap with insignia plus miscellaneous
newspapers of historic U.S. events; 1994, 1995, and
1993 LHS football programs plus newspaper accounts of
state football and basketball championships and official
programs. Donor unknown.

2021.025 Miscellaneous books including General As-
sembly Public Laws and Resolutions of North Carolina
from 1903 and 1909. Checkbook, J.A. Nixon and Son’s,
Davidson, NC; Donor, Matt Boles

2021.026: The Papers of William Alexander Graham,
Vol VIII, 1889-1875 edited by Max R. Williams and
Mary Peacock Reynolds, Peacock Press. Donor, Mike
Ottinger

2021.027: Nine store ledgers from Caleb and W.H.
Motz, 1830s-1840s; Brandy distillery permit, 1871. Do-
nor, Charlotte Museum of History, Charlotte Library.

Holiday Event Will Benefit Forney
Grave Restoration

The DAR Vesuvius Furnace Chapter of will hold its an-
nual “Christmas Tea & Auction” at Vesuvius Vineyards
on December 12 from 2 until 4:30 p.m. The fundraiser,
timed to coincide with the Boston Tea Party, has been
held annually since the chapter was founded. Funds
raised at this year’s event will be applied to restoration
of the General Peter Forney grave.

Tickets are $20 and includes food and five tea auction
tickets. Purchase your tickets on Eventbrite.com.Additi-
tional tickets available at the door.

For more information, call Jennifer Baker at 704-607-
5901.

New and Renewed Memberships
Frank and Rebecca Beal

Jonte Blake

Margaret Gray

Ramona Ramsey

George and Doris Reynolds

Thank you, Donors!
Contributors:

Edward and Doris Little

Kay Mann in memory of Bobbie Love

Recent Searches

¢ Information on the John Wesley Holden and his wife,
Mary Fanny Hovis Holden.

* Genealogy of the George Anthony family.
+ Access to LCHA’s copy of the John Richardson Diary.

* A request for a wedding photo of Charlesanna Leath-
erman.

* A request for the Lincoln County Pleas and Quarter
Sessions for 1789-1796, 1796-1805, 1805-1808, 1809-
1812 for McAllister family history.

* Photos and information on the Magic Bottling Compa-
ny that was located downtown in the early 1900s.

* Information on the parents of Churchwell W. Patrick,
possibly born in 1812 to Pernel C. and Catherine Pat-
rick in Lincoln County.

* Information on the Conrad and Eva Wagner family.

Our extensive Research Room and Library are current-
ly open on Thursdays from 1 until 5 and Saturdays
from 10 until 4. Other hours by appointment.



William Alexander Graham - Naval Reformer

One would be hard pressed to name a more accom-
plished Lincoln County native than William A. Gra-
ham, the youngest son of Revolutionary War General

Joseph Graham and
Isabella Davidson Gra-
ham of the distinguished
Davidson family. Growing
up in a life of privilege
and comfort on Vesuvius

Plantation, he was ex-
posed to the agricultural
and iron production ven-
tures of his father. Young
William quickly learned
the demands of a lifestyle
that would supplement his
income later in life when he owned several plantations
in Orange County.

His education was typical for a son of means of the
time. Probably he was homeschooled in his formative
years. Later education would be provided through
academies sometimes called classical schools. We know
that he attended Pleasant Retreat Academy in Lincol-
nton. Similar types of classical schooling followed in
Statesville and Hillsboro, North Carolina. This founda-
tion led to admittance to the State University in Chap-
el Hill. Upon graduation, he attained his legal educa-
tion by “reading the law” with Judge Thomas Ruffin in
Hillsboro.

With this education, he would attain a life of personal
and civic accomplishment rarely rivaled in nineteenth
century America. Over his seventy-one years he would
serve in both houses of the North Carolina General
Assembly to include the Speaker of the House of Com-
mons. He was elected for two consecutive terms as Gov-
ernor of North Carolina. He was both a United States
and Confederate States Senator. This article will focus
on his National service as Naval Administrator.

On July 10, 1850, then President Zachary Taylor died,
elevating Vice-President Millard Fillmore to Chief Ex-
ecutive. Taylor’s entire cabinet resigned, requiring Fill-
more to seek qualified replacements. Graham’s friends
in Washington immediately lobbied Fillmore to consid-
er his candidacy. On July 25, 1850, he was accepted as
Secretary of the Navy. One could say he was initially
unqualified to fulfill the post, but Graham’s devotion

to civic duty greatly motivated his pursuit of the Navy
assignment.

His challenges would be many, as his tenure saw
a period of looming technological changes and new
territorial demands. Controversy raged over the

1=

comparative value of sailing ships and steamships,
over the merit of the screw propeller, and over the
military advantages of iron versus wooden hulls for
ships of war. The acquisition of western lands such as
California and Oregon called for an increased naval
presence in the Pacific. Growing commerce with the
orient demanded a higher presence in the Pacific.
Overtures to Japan heretofore closed to western ships
was becoming an imperative.

Facing entrenched “old Navy” men opposed to a tran-
sition from sail to steam, he had to walk a delicate
path, and his administrative experience served him
well. Since he was a political appointee, he was ini-
tially uninformed about Naval affairs. He worked to
overcome this weakness by soliciting the advice if the
professional Navy bureaucracy, all the time keeping
his own counsel.

He became a moving force in initiating an enlight-
ened program of Naval personnel reforms, and was
instrumental in Commodore Matthew Perry’s mili-
tary expedition to open Japan to the west. Graham’s
name remains a fixture in North Carolina history

as the USS Graham, the SS Liberty Graham, and
North Carolina’s Graham County are all named in his
honor.

However, no higher esteem could be awarded than
that of the authoritative Naval scholar Samuel Eliot
Morrison when he named Graham among one of the
best nineteenth century Navy secretaries. High praise
indeed for a son of Lincoln County.

— Michael Ottinger, LCHA Member

Guest articles by LCHA members are welcome. Send a
proposal on your topic to LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

1852 brought a Vice-Presi-
dential nomination for Gra-
ham on the Whig ticket with
| Presidential running mate,
N Winfield Scott. The Whig

| party was widely divided
on the moral dilemma of
slavery, and the Presidency
went to incumbant Millard
Fillmore. Photo, NC Muse-
| um of History.
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Court Houses and County Progress — continued from page 1

About the same time, the Court’s business was moved
to a temporary location on East Main Street along with
the sheriff, clerk of court, register of deeds, and the
treasurer. County records were stored in a fireproof
vault for safekeeping. The slate roof on the courthouse
had already been removed and the work of demolition
had commenced.

Found among the remains was a book, a copy of the
laws of North Carolina, encased in the brick and mortar
on the northeast corner, sopping wet. The talk at the
time was that the book had been placed in the founda-
tion by lawyer William Lander and covered with a slab
of soapstone engraved “August 1853, A.F.M..”

With plans and specifications by architect James A.
Salter of Raleigh, and with local contractor H.A. Kis-
tler, as superintendent of construction, building began
on the new three-story Classic Revival building. The
granite came from the North Carolina Granite Corpora-
tion of Mt. Airy.

On Friday, September 30th, 1921, the North Carolina
Grand Lodge of Masons in charge, led a procession to
the square to ceremoniously lay the cornerstone. It was
estimated by one observer that about three thousand
citizens attended the ceremony that included represen-
tatives from some 20 Masonic Lodges as well as a large
number of special guests. The school day was shortened
so that the students could attend. Downtown business-
es closed. The ceremony ended when Grand Master
Owen struck the stone three times with his gavel and
announced that the stone had been laid and requested
that the Grand Marshal inform Henry Kistler that the
stone had been laid. Kistler received the work as “well
and truly done.”

After two years of construction and approximately
$250,000, Lincoln County’s new temple of justice was
ready.

The first day of court, with presiding judge the Honor-
able James L. Webb of Shelby was July 15th, 1923, but
first the local Bar Association, led by Capt. C.E. Childs
as master of ceremonies, led a morning program to
mark the historic occasion. After a program of speeches
and prayers, along with a hearty “My Country ‘Tis of
Thee,” 1t was too late to start with the true business of
justice, so Judge Webb declared the proceedings post-
poned until after noon.

The ground floor had six rooms. The two large rooms on
the east side were used for the Clerk of Court and the
Register of Deeds, with two vaults adjoining. Additional

JUSTICE HOKE
DELIVERS HIS
DECISION

Jurist William Alexander
Hoke, NC Chief Justice
and Lincoln County native,
attended the ceremony

to dedicate the County’s
newest court house. He
remarked to the local paper
that while he especially
liked the architecture of the
old courthouse and regret-

Photo from the North Carolina
Museum of History

ted to see it torn away, he
liked the new temple and was “very complimentary of
the new surroundings.”

vaults for record storage were in the basement. On the
west end of the ground floor were the offices of sheriff,
treasurer, auditor, the County Commissioners room,
and a grand jury room.

“The second story is used for courtroom, this room
being handsomely finished, and is fitted up with the
latest designed court room fixtures,” said the Lincoln
County News, “The floor is of cork composition. Opera
chairs are used on the main floor and in the gallery; the
seating capacity being approximately 600.

“On this floor are rooms for use of the jury, witness,
judge, Solicitor, Lawyers and a dormitory for jurors
who find agreement a long drawn out affair.”

The basement was home for restrooms, the office of the
County Farm Agent, the nurse, janitor, the heating
plant and fuel storage.

The Lincoln County news proclaimed that “This new
building is one of the finest, tho not the largest, to be
found in the south. It being a fire-proof structure of
granite, stone, marble, steel, cement, etc., will stand
longer than any of Lincoln’s former courthouses, and it
will be many years, perhaps a century before there will
be a need of another structure of the kind here.”

Who would have believed how true that prediction
would turn out to be?

— Carole Howell

Sources: "Court House is for Sale,” Lincoln County News on April 7, 1921. The Western Sentinel
(Winston-Salem, NC) Feb. 4, 1921; "County Officers Now In Temporary Headquarters,"” The Lin-
coln County News, May 12, 1921; “First Court in Lincoln County's New Court House Convened
Today" Lincoln County News, July 16, 1923; “Notice to General Contractors,” Lincoln County
News, March 22, 1920; “Old Courthouse Dome Tumbles to Earth,” Lincoln County News, May
12, 1921; “Documents Found in the Old Courthouse,” Lincoln County News, May 19, 1921;
“North Carolina Grand Lodge Masons Laid Cornerstone of Lincoln County’s Handsome New
Courthouse Building,” Lincoln County News,



Lincoln’s Five (Four?) Courthouses

Tryon County was formed in 1768 when the Colonial
Assembly of North Carolina formed a new county out of
Mecklenburg. In 1769, the Assembly appointed a num-
ber of commissioners to contract for building a court
house, prison, and stocks for Tryon County.

The County seat was at Tryon Courthouse, about three
miles from what now is Cherryville. It was there, in Au-
gust 1775, that the Tryon Resolves were signed, a local
declaration of rights and independence from British
tyranny.

But the road is paved with good intentions, and several
county commissions and failed starts later, no court-
house was in view. In the latter part of 1774, both court
and jail were moved to the upper floors of Christian
Mauney’s home.

Tryon County was abolished in 1779, and Lincoln
County, named for Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, was formed.
According to recorded documents, commissioners
ordered a land survey to determine the center of the
county. The survey took several years.

“From 1779 until October 1786, court sessions met at
either the Tryon Courthouse, the homes of Christian
Mauney, Nicholas Friday, or Henry Dellinger,” says
local historian, Ann Dellinger.

By 1786, commissioners successfully erected the very
first courthouse, a two-story log structure on a square
of land that was part of the “vacant and unappropri-
ated” land conveyed by the North Carolina General
Assembly to Lincoln County commissioners for the
purpose of erecting a courthouse, jail, and stocks.

After building the first courthouse, the money was ex-
hausted. People charged with petty crimes (Lincolnton
was quite a rowdy place), were housed in private homes
while serious offenders were taken to Morganton for
trial and incarceration.

Here’s where the total number of courthouses gets
foggy. According to Dellinger, Lincoln County has only
had four courthouses, not the five that has been the
common belief of more recent local historians.

Dellinger’s research indicates that the 1786 log build-
ing was weather-boarded in 1788, not demolished as
some have written. “Does it make sense that public
officials would demolish a two-story log structure just
two years after it was built?” asks Dellinger. “There
wasn’t even enough tax money to build a jail, let alone
replace a two-year-old courthouse.” It is written that
the upgraded courthouse was painted a vivid red, and
the boards between the spaces were sealed with earth.

In 1810, that courthouse was removed and the next
courthouse was built of brick and located on the public
square. Records show that this courthouse was “forty
feet by thirty-two feet, two stories high, the first story
with a 12 foot ceiling, the second story with an eight-
foot ceiling,” at a cost of $2000. The 1849 murder trial
of Wiley Goings, convicted of burning an old man to
death, created a large stir in the community. He was
acquitted for lack of sufficient testimony and dismissed.
That court house served until 1853 when it was de-
molished to make way for the third courthouse. Court
was temporarily held in the Lincolnton Male Academy
(Pleasant Retreat) for the duration.

The 1858 courthouse (pictured on this issue’s cover)
was completed in the center of town. The attractive
structure of red brick and stone featured a cupola cov-
ered in lead and a bell and four-faced clock that accu-
rately announced the passing of hours. Commissioners
also ordered that “a public well be dug and finished...
and be adapted for the public convenience.”

This is a rare photo of Lincoln County’s iconic court-

house well under construction. At that time, the road
around the courtsquare went both ways. Imagine the
confusion! LCHA files.

Then on July 16, 1923, the first superior court term,
with Judge James L. Webb presiding, commenced in
Lincoln County’s handsome fourth courthouse. The
structure has become, without doubt, the focal point of
downtown Lincolnton, with its future use in discussion.

The courthouse currently under construction will actu-
ally be Lincoln County’s fifth.

— Carole Howell and Ann Dellinger
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Current office hours are

1 until 5 on Thursdays and
10 until 4 on Saturdays with
other hours by appointment.
For the fastest response,
please contact us by email,

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@
gmail.com

The Museum is currently
closed for renovation.

There's more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association
on Facebook, or online at lincolncountyhistory.com
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