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While social distancing is keeping spectator 
sports in time out, grab a hot dog and take a 
seat in the grandstand for a look back on the 
great sport of baseball in Lincoln County.

From Little League to high school, mill teams, 
community teams, and American Legion, VFW,  
and on to the Lincoln Cardinals and the Lincol-
nton Red Sox, baseball 
was once a Lincoln 
County favorite.

“Baseball was really, 
really big back many, 
many years ago,” says 
Richard Smith, a re-
tired teacher and atletic 
director at Lincolnton 

High School Smith, who played professional 
baseball for the Washington Senators. “Every 
mill had a team; Long Shoals, High Shoals, 
Boger-Crawford.  

“It was something you could play fairly easily 
and it didn’t take a lot of equipment. And of 
course, there wasn’t much else to do. It was 
pretty good entertainment.” Tickets were 15 
and 25 cents when a movie was a dime, and the 
games usually attracted large crowds. 

“In about 1919 or 1920, some locals gathered 
stockholders1 to build what they called the 
fairgrounds, and the first thing they did was 
get a Mr. C.V. Tilson to create an enclosed ball 
field with bleachers,” says Smith, who is also a 

From the Sandlots to the Big Leagues – 
Lincoln County’s Boys of Summer

All hail the Boger-Crawford semi-pro champs of the 1940 Tri-County League pennant! The Bogers’ season record was 43 wins, 
9 defeats. At one time during the season they compiled a 20-game winning streak before being stopped. Front row, left to right: 
James Warren, scorer; Fate Kee, pitcher; Chunk Rudisill, of; Dean Frye, ss; Pete Crowe, of; Buck Proctor, equipment mgr. Second 
row, left to right: Bob Rudisill, p; Bain Sisk, p; Bob Beal, 2b; J.D. Queen, c; Bill Gladden, c; Hinson Quinn, 3b;Joe Ferebee,of. Third 
row, left to right: Jim Sadler, p; Berl Long, of-p; Dave Robinson, p; John Broome, 1b; Sellars Edwards, of-p; Sid Reep, of and mgr. 
Two other members, Simpson and Lawing, are not shown. LCHA photo and file newspaper reports



Letters to the Association
The Lincoln County Historian 
is published six times a year 
by the Lincoln County  
Historical Association for 
LCHA members and con-
tributors. 

Story submissions and ideas 
for upcoming 
issues are welcomed and 
encouraged. 

Our future goal is to distrib-
ute our newsletter via email 
only. If you prefer a printed 
copy, please let us know. 
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From M. Price

“My family migrated from Lincoln County to Cape Girardeau, Missouri in the mid 
1800s The surnames are: Sides a.k.a. Seitz and Abernathy a.k.a. Abernethy. Rob-
ert Abernathy came from Bristol Parish, Virginia and settled in Lincoln County. 
He died in Lincoln County on 3/22/1832. Do you know why families moved to 
Southeast Missouri in the mid 1800s?”

From what we could find, Robert Abernethy lived and died in Beatties Ford, and 
if the information is correct, it’s inferred that two of his younger sons, Jacob and 
Joab, traveled with their wives to settle in Missouri. Source: Find A Grave 

Lincoln County can draw a direct line to Cape Girardeau. In general, after be-
coming a state in 1821, Missouri’s first significant wave of immigration consisted 
of Germans who began arriving in the 1820s and came in larger numbers in the 
following decades. They joined an existing population of white American settlers, 
most of whom had come from Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina, 
as well as earlier settlers of French heritage. 

The Germans bolstered settlement in areas where Missouri’s population was 
already concentrated, such as near the Mississippi (Cape Girardeau) and Mis-
souri Rivers and in St. Louis, the state’s largest city. Source: The State Historical 
Society of Missouri.

There are a decent number of references to Cape Girardeau in relation to Lin-
coln County. One letter, addressed to Mr. George Wilfong of Lincolnton by his 
son, Martin, dated August 1, 1819, comes from “Terretory of Missouri - County of 
Cape Gerarideau German Township.” In the letter, Martin describes his ability 
to make a good living farming in his new home, and that he gets good cash for his 
crops and animal products. 

Included in LCHA’s Lorena S. Eaker Collection is a booklet called “A Belated 
Census of Earliest Settlers of Cape Girardeau County, Missouri” by Rev. William 
J. Gammon, 1958. We are happy to share.

Rhodney Reep of the Catawba Valley Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (left), and John 
Misenheimer of The Lt. Col. John Phifer Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, participated 
via video in a SAR and DAR virtual wreathlaying ceremony at the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill mass grave 
site on June 20. The first ever virtual gathering attracted hundreds of participants. 

Photo by Matt Donnelly
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The Annual LCHA Membership Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, July 28, 7 p.m., at 
Battleground Park near the Reinhardt Log 
Cabin. We have some benches, but feel free 
to bring lawn chairs. For the safety of all, 
you must wear a mask.  We’ll adhere to all 
NC restrictions for social distancing.  

In case of rain, we will reschedule.

Upcoming Events

Rondel Burke
Elizabeth Mize
Robert Moser
Frances Sigmon

Members added after 
June 31 will
appear in the Sept.-
Oct. issue.

Patrons
Michael Ottinger
Herb Stanford

Benefactor
William Anderson

New and Renewed Memberships

LCHA Supporters
The LCHA wishes to thank the following individuals. 

Thank You,   
Historian Sponsors
Drum’s Florist & Gifts

Goodwood Pizzeria

Bill and Carole Howell

Herb Stanford

John Ware

A one-year newsletter sponsorship 
of $100 for six issues helps us keep 
in touch with our members and 
the community. It also shows your 
commitment to preserving and 
sharing Lincoln County history. 
Benefits include:

- recognition in our newsletter

- membership in the LCHA

- exclusive invitations to special 
events

Your generous contribution is tax 
deductible. 

Contact us at 
LincolnCountyHistoryNC@gmail.
com.

Michael Helms (left), actors and crew, spent a recent Saturday at the 
County’s Reinhardt Cabin near Battleground School shooting scenes for an 
upcoming video. So far unnamed, the video is a companion piece to “The 
White Paper,” written, directed, and edited by Helms, and produced by 
Thunder Over Carolina, Inc. Release is scheduled for late July. Playing the 
young son is Peyton Turner; Eve, his mother, is played by Amy Turner, 
and his father, John, is played by Terrell Barnes. The cast contains  35-40 
people total for the battle scenes shot near Cherryville.

Fact: Congress passed the 19th Amendment 
allowing women to vote in June 1919, but at 
least 36 states were needed to approve (ratify) 
the Amendment before it became law. By the 
time the 19th Amendment reached the North 
Carolina state legislature in August of 1920, 
representatives still couldn’t decide. When 
news came that Tennessee had become the 
36th state to approve women’s right to vote, 
it became the law of the land. Lincoln County 
women didn’t waste time, as this clip from The 
Lincoln County News, October 4, 1920, shows. 
It wasn’t until 1971 that North Carolina rati-
fied the 19th Amendment. 

Our office, Research Room, and Library remain 
closed and all programs canceled due to Covid-19 
restrictions.  We are using this time constructively to 
complete the repairs and renovations on our museum 
space and organize our research room to serve you 
better. We continue to respond to email and phone 
messages, so don’t hesitate to contact us.

Even though our offices are closed, our expenses con-
tinue. Please consider a donation as you are able.
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From the Sandlots to the Big Leagues – continued from page 1

Steve Herman recalls: “In 1962, the 
high school had a pretty good team, 
but we only got two dozen new base-
balls that year and we had to use the 
old beat up ones. At the old ball field, 
there was a net behind home plate, 
which was over near the Grammar 
School (now the Cochrane Building). 
If you fired a foul ball it just dropped 
in that net. Well, somehow the net 
got torn down. Don Cagle went to bat 
and he fouled one that went over the 
old grandstand and out to the railroad 
track; fouled off another one, same 
thing. When he fouled off a third, the 
umpire came over to Coach Troiano 
and said, ‘Troy, I need some balls.’ 
Well, he gave him two new ones and 
an old one. Cagle fouled another one 
over the grandstand. then he hit one 
over the third base line and it went 
into the big hedge and they couldn’t 
find it. The ump came over to to Coach 
and said, ‘I need some more balls.’ 
Troiano said, ‘Come here, Cagle. If 
you can’t hit the ball in foul territory, 
just strike out and sit down. I’m outta 
balls!’” 

SOURCE

1  The Lincoln News via Newspapers.com. March 29, 1920 and April 15, 1920

history buff. “It was located in the area behind the present-day Fatz 
Cafe and what later became the Cronland lumber yard. 

“In some of my research, I’ve also seen mentions of a Hoke Field and 
a field at Horseshoe Park.” Boger-Crawford Mill also built a field near 
the mill and there was a field with a grandstand between  Lincolnton 
High and the Grammar School.    

Steve Herman, a fastballing 
righthander, started out as a fresh-
man pitcher at Lincolnton High School 
and the Lincolnton-Cherryville Le-
gion Team. As a high school senior, he 
pitched three no-hitters and struck out 
18 more than once. After high school, 
he signed with the Philadelphia Phillies 
and went on to play with the Baltimore 
Orioles and the Washington Senators 
for a career that lasted five years. 

He remembers the diamonds of yester-
day.

 “You look at the fields today, and ours 
were dirt from one end to the other,” says Herman. “We didn’t have 
any grass, and we had to drag the field with an old piece of chain. 

“We just loved to play ball,” says Herman, “Everybody played every 
game, and it didn’t even bother us when we didn’t win, and nobody 
really got hurt. When they passed the uniforms out for the first of the 
season, you would take them home and have your mama sew up all 
the moth holes. We didn’t think much about it, because we were just 
happy to play.”

When regional leagues began to develop in 1948, Lincoln County 
took its love of the game to form Minor League teams the Lincolnton 
Red Sox of the Mid-State League and the Lincolnton Cardinals of the 
Western Carolina and Tar Heel Leagues. 

It also produced professionals like Tony Cloninger.

“I think that the biggest name in Lincoln County baseball had to be 
Tony Cloninger,” says Smith, “When he signed a big contract for a lot 
of money, that was big news. The rest of us played a little bit, mostly 
minor league, for a little bit of money and no benefits, but he made it 
big.” 

“It’s hard for me to believe that they would pay anybody to play a 
game that you’ve loved to play all your life,” says Smith. “To me, life 
couldn’t be any better than that.”

-Carole Howell 

Sports in Lincoln County by Jason 

Harpe for sale by the Lincoln County 

Historical 

Association. 

Available on 

our website 

(Paypal and 

credit card) for 

$22 or by mail 

with payment. 

Good Reads

Photo courtesy Steve Herman
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Lincoln County’s Sports Hall of Fame
Throughout the years, this region has sent a good 
number of great players to college teams and later to 
the minor and major leagues. Here are just a few who 
have been inducted into the Lincoln County Sports 
Hall of Fame, located on the second floor of the Lincoln 
Cultural Center. 

Tony Cloninger – Inducted in 2001

Pitcher Tony Cloninger 
stood out as a star pitch-
er for the Cherryville 
American Legion team in 
1953, and in 1958 signed a 
contract with the Milwau-
kee/Atlanta Braves. He 
has been described as a 
fireball pitcher and a pow-
er hitter, and enjoyed his 
best year with the 1965 
Braves, with 24 wins and 
211 strikeouts. As a hit-
ter, he was credited for 67 
RBIs and 11 home runs, 
including five in the 1966 
season. In that year, in a 17-3 win over the Giants, he 
pitched two grand slams and nine RBIs, a Braves fran-
chise record for RBIs in a game that stands today.

Cloninger finished his pitching career with the Cincin-
nati Reds and the St. Louis Cardinals, pitched for 24 
wins for the Milwaukee Braves in 1965, and pitched in 
the 1970 World Series with the Reds. After his retire-
ment, he served as both a bullpen coach for the New 
York Yankees and a pitching coach for the Boston Red 
Sox. 

Frank McCall, Jr.

McCall attended Rock Spring’s High School in Denver, 
and at Lenoir-Rhyne College, he earned all-conference 
honors in football, basketball and baseball. Early in his 
career, he played baseball professionally as a pitcher in 
the Carolina League, the Coastal Plains League, and 
the Western Carolina League.

Hugh “Chunk” Rudisill – Inducted in 2004

A standout football and baseball player at Lincolnton 
High and Lenoir-Rhyne College, he signed with the 
New York Yankees as a sophomore at L-R but gave up 
a pro career to serve in World War II. After the war, 
Rudisill had a stint with the Yankee’s Class A farm 
team in Norfolk, VA. He later played semi-pro baseball 
and was a player manager for the Lincolnton Cardi-
nals in the early 1950s.

William S. Barkley – Inducted in 2004

“Big Bill” Barkley was a standout pitcher at Rock 
Springs High School, Gardner-Webb, UNC Chapel 
Hill, and in the professional ranks. Barkley played 
with the Lincolnton Cardinals, and later pitched for 
the Charlotte Hornets and in the Washington Senators 
organization.

Jay Boggs – Inducted in 2009

Boggs was a member of the team that won the Western 
NC Championship in Chapel Hill in 1917. He played 
Class A ball in the Sally League, and had one year of 
professional baseball with the International League at 
Reading, PA.

William ‘Bill” Goodson – Inducted in 2006

Goodson played baseball and basketball at Lincolnton 
High School in the 1920s, and was a collegiate star 
at Davidson College. Goodson played pro baseball in 
Augusta, GA, and later played semi-pro basketball and 
baseball.

Russell “Red” Mincy – Inducted in 2003

Mincy was a Lincoln County native who entered pro-
fessional baseball in 1938. He left professional baseball 
to serve in World War II and played baseball for the 
Naval Air Station team in Norfolk, VA. Mincy played 
for many teams throughout Virginia, Tennesee, North 
Carolina, and Georgia, and became manager of the 
Linccolnton Cardinals in 1948.

Bobby Beal – Inducted in 2001

Robert “Bobby” Beal, Sr., first made his mark at Lin-
colnton High and American Legion baseball. He played 
for a number of semi-pro teams, including Highland 
Park and the Lincolnton Cardinals, the Charlotte Hor-
nets, and the Gadsen (AL) Pilots.

Other baseball honorees and the year they were in-
ducted

2002 Ralph Conner

2004 Richard Smith

2005 John “Cotton” Little

2007 Don Cagle and Steve Herman

2008 Jerry Gates

2013 John Mauney

2014 Bobby Martin and Johnny Colvard

2016 Fred McCall, Jr.

2018 Steve Bolick

LCHA Photo
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Ingleside and History Await New Owners           
Imagine the year is 1820, and you are on your way to 
a gala event sure to attract an illustrious gathering. 
Your destination is in sight. Before you is a grand home 
shaded by large oaks and elms. Four massive columns, 
liveried in white, welcome you with gracious hospitali-
ty. You enter to find a spacious and elegant hall, where 
beautiful ladies in colorful gowns ascend the grand 
spiral staircase to be escorted to a large ballroom on the 
second floor. 

The elegance of the 1820s isn’t too hard to imagine, 
because you’re at Ingleside, arguably one of the finest 
and oldest examples of colonial architecture in Lincoln 
County, and for sale by Preservation NC. (www.prescnc.
org/properties/ingleside/) Ingleside is listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 

“Ingleside is one of the finest architectural specimens of 
its kind in North Carolina,” says Ted Alexander, region-
al director of the Western Office of Preservation North 
Carolina and the NC state senator representing District 
44 . “Its history is intertwined with North Carolina poli-
tics, Lincoln County’s rich iron industry, and because of 
the architect, of national significance.”

Daniel M. Forney built his home on property that his 
father, General Peter Forney, son of the pioneer Jacob 
Forney, gave to him. According to local tradition, the 
young Forney built the house to win his bride, Harriett 
Brevard, sometime around 1817. Forney was a Major in 
the War of 1812 and assumed his father’s congressional 
seat from 1815-1818. It was during his time in Wash-
ington that he met a young architect, Benjamin Henry 
Latrobe, who would go on to design the nation’s capitol 
building, the White House porticos, and famous build-
ings in Baltimore and Richmond.

It features large open fireplaces with handsome mantles 
in every room, deep windows, and granite trimmings 
quarried on site. A replica of the White House East 
Room features a delicately ornamented ceiling and 
elaborate woodwork imported from France. The hinges 
and blind catches were molded of native iron at Peter 
Forney’s iron furnace, Madison-Derr, on Leeper’s Creek.

Now it stands in an excellent state of preservation, 
thanks to many years of loving owners, and was gen-
erously donated to Preservation NC by its last owners, 
the Clark family.

“We’ve had quite a bit of interest from all over the 
country,” says Alexander. “Some are interested because 
of the architectural value of the home, and some are 
interested because of its location.“We think it would be 
an excellent venue space, or simply a residence as its 
always been,” he says. “We are actively seeking a buyer 
to convey ownership sometime after August 2021.”

“Many have been looking at it as an event venue, but 
there are others who simply appreciate it for what it 
is and its important and very special place in history,” 
says realtor Beth Yarbrough of Gilleland Realty, Inc. 
“We’ve fielded buyers from California, Louisiana, Wis-
consin, New York, and Florida.”

The home and more than six acres of land is priced at 
$875,000. For more information, contact Yarbough at 
704-813-8945 or email bethyarbrough@charter.net.

The story of Ingleside is older than the house itself. In January of 1781,  
Lord Charles Cornwallis encamped on the Jacob Forney plantation. 
It’s said that Cornwallis would use a large nearby granite rock to dine 
sumptuously on the old patriot’s beef and fowl, washing it all down with a 
portion of captured brandy. Today, visitors to Ingleside are always shown 
the large rock with a flat surface near the home they call Cornwallis’ Tea 
Table. Photos by Preservation NC.
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There’s more to learn. Find The Lincoln County Historical Association 
on Facebook at /LCHAhistory or online at lincolncountyhistory.com

The outcome of the Revolutionary War and the history 
of American Independence may have been altogether 
different if a Lincoln County man had succeeded in 
murdering Lord Charles Cornwallis, commander of the 
British armies.

In January 1781, Cornwallis and his troops encamped 
at Ramsour’s Mill. On January 28, Cornwallis directed 
his forces east to overtake Morgan with his large num-
ber of prisoners captured at Cowpens. But the Catawba 
River was too swollen to cross. A local Tory directed 
him to the very large and rich plantation of Jacob For-
ney.

Forney was one of the early settlers in what is now 
Lincoln County when this French Huguenot and his 
Swiss wife arrived in North Carolina as newlyweds 
about 1754. Through hard work and frugality, he had 
amassed enough to give his family the comforts, and 
the luxuries, of a successful landowner and business-
man. 

Forney was powerless to do anything about the raid 
on his plantation. The officers and troops took over top 
floors of the house, consigning the family to the cellar.

For three days and four nights, Tory troops helped 
themselves to his cattle, hogs, sheep, and chickens. 
They found and consumed all 40 gallons of the family’s 
cider and brandy, and carried off his three horses.

To add insult to injury, Forney himself was a loyal 
Whig, having signed the Tryon Resolves, which de-
clared that British provocation had driven the people 
of North Carolina to armed resistance, in August 1775. 
His own sons were away fighting as Patriots. 

But the extent of his losses did not end there. Cornwal-
lis learned that Forney had a sizable store of gold, sil-
ver, and jewelry. After a diligent search, the valuables 
were found in the family’s distillery and seized.

When he learned that his precious valuables had been 
taken from him, Forney seized his gun and rushed into 
the house to kill Cornwallis. According to the story, 
before he reached the room where the General was 
resting, his wife grabbed his gun and pursuaded him 
that the action would most likely result in the loss of 
his own life as well as his family’s. 

As some historians have pointed out, had Forney’s wife 
not intervened and Cornwallis been slain in this way 
and at that time, it would have enraged the British 
nation, and it’s likely that sufficient troops would soon 
be on their way to successfully subdue the Revolution. 
It’s also possible that if Cornwallis had been killed, 
another officer would have been put in charge of the 
British Forces who may have succeeded in conquering 
the struggling loyalists.

Imagine then, how different life would have been if the 
British had crushed the rebellion and won the Revolu-
tionary War, leaving the colonies under the rule of King 
George, III. Would we have resembled British colonies 
like Canada and Australia, self-governed but with 
allegiance ot the British Crown?  Thankfully we didn’t 
have to learn. Cornwallis surrendered following the 
Battle of Yorktown in October 1781, and you already 
know the rest of the story.

A
Sources: The Annals of Lincoln County by William L. Sherrill, 1937.

A Pictorial Walk Through Lincoln County, published by the Lincoln Times

Sketches of Western North Carolina, Historical and Biographical, by C.L. Hunter, 2019.

Tryon Resolves, NCPedia. David Norris, 2006

What if Forney Had Killed Cornwallis? - An Ingleside Story

After Cornwallis left his plantation, Forney learned 
that the Tory informer who had told Cornwallis 
about his wealth was a near neighbor. Considering 
his devastating losses, Forney sent word that unless 
this person left the area, that Forney would come to 
shoot him on sight.

The Tory eluded Forney for several days, but a few 
days later, Forney found the man asleep under a 
tree. Forney raised his gun to fire. When the Tory 
opened his eyes and realized what a dangerous situ-
ation he was in, he pleaded for his life and promised 
to leave the neighborhood.

Forney finally agreed not to kill him if he would 
leave the community and never return. The Tory 
consented and was never again seen in that region.
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Please join us in our 

mission to research, 

record, document, and 

promote the history of 

Lincolnton and Lincoln 

County. All members and 

contributors receive our 

bi-monthly newsletter as 

well as advance notice 

and invitations to special 

exhibits and events.

 Individual | $20 

 Family | $35

 Contributor | $100 

 Patron | $250

 Benefactor | $500

 Sustainer | $1,000

 Historian | $2,500

 Other:

 My gift is in honor of:

 My gift is in memory of:

Send an acknowledgment to 

Address 

 Do not acknowledge my gift in print.

 Please contact me to volunteer.

Make checks payable to LCHA and mail to LCHA, 403 East Main St., Lincolnton, NC 28092. 

If you prefer Paypal, visit our website at: LincolnCountyHistory.com/membership

The Lincoln County Historical Association is a 501©(3) organization.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:    ZIP:

Email:

Phone #:

Join us Today

The Museum is currently 
closed for renovation.

Social distancing 

requirements have closed 

our office until further 

notice. Please contact us 

by email, 

LincolnCountyHistoryNC@

gmail.com


